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Woolworth Building opened 24 April 1913     Main Hallway (Lobby)
Height 792 feet (241 m), world’s tallest until 1930



The structural steel skeleton with the sixty main columns supporting a weight of 125,000 tons



Diagram showing the six main Otis tower elevators, each with a speed of 700 ft/minute 
when loaded to 2500 pounds, then the fastest electric passenger elevators in the world













Plan of lobby showing elevator positions at this level 



The elevator lobby



Decorative elevator doors and attendant



Electricity generating room

Steam-driven generators provided direct-current electricity for lights, elevators and various motors.
There were 2 x 500 kW, 1 x 300 kW & 1 x 200 kW machines connected to four Rice & Sargent 
horizontal, tandem compound, non-condensing engines built by the Providence Engineering Works. The 
exhaust steam was used to heat the building during the heating season.

Building Engineering Services
The consulting engineers for the heating and ventilation were Nygren, Tenny & Ohmes.

The heating contractor was Thompson-Starrett Company, their work including the installation of a
Dunham system of vacuum steam heating.

The ventilation contractor was the Kauffman Heating & Engineering Company employing a series of 
Kinealy air washers.

Plumbing work, water supply and drainage systems were installed by the W G Cornell Company.

In addition, the tower was served by the central vacuum cleaning system of the Spencer Turbine Cleaner 
Company and also incorporated a series of vertical post collection chutes by the Cutler Mailing System.


