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Thomas Potterton 1847-1926

Thomas Potterton was born in Balham in South London in 1847. His father, Thomas Potterton Senior,
died in 1870, leaving him a building business “which he was to transform by sheer ability, personality 
and good sense into a boiler company with a world wide reputation.”

One of Potterton’s objectives was to achieve better utilisation of the fuel (coal) then in general use, by 
improving the efficiency of boilers and kitchen ranges. His changes worked and the company expanded.



He then turned to the development of the gas-fired boiler believing that in time air pollution would be a problem.
It is said Potterton risked his business by spending so much time and money on research, but in 1902 he was able 
to introduce what was claimed as the world’s first gas boiler for central heating, using town’s gas. This boiler was 
the forerunner of the Victor range. More inventions followed: the first safety cut-out valve system and an ether 
capsule thermostat. In 1905, Potterton patented his “zig-zag” boiler concept. The company’s building 
activities largely ceased and Potterton concentrated on the development of heating equipment and its installation.

Mr & Mrs Thomas Potterton in 1880



Thomas Potterton’s British Patent No. 5182 of 1894 for Boiler Improvements

In 1898, Potterton had been a founding member of the IHVE. He became a well-known figure in the 
industry at exhibitions and conferences and for his pioneering promotional and advertising activities.



Diagram of Potterton’s Patent drawing showing his internal zig-zag boiler arrangement



Servicing a Potterton boiler, 1905



Delivering Potterton boilers in 1906



Diagram of Potterton’s 1907 installation of 8 gas-fired boilers providing domestic hot water at
Sandow’s Curative Institute, St James’s Street, Piccadilly, London

Potterton boiler advertisement from 1897



Potterton Victor Gas Boiler advertisement, probably early 1900’s

IHVE Journal, 1938



The Potterton home at 15 Ravenslea Road, Wandsworth Common, London

It is recorded that at the age of 76, Potterton still regularly walked down to his works in Balham and that 
he was “still ordering suits with a pocket specially made to carry his slide rule.”

Thomas Potterton died on 26 January 1926. His funeral service took place at St Mary’s Church in 
Balham (where the CIBSE Headquarters building is now next door). His internment was at Wandsworth 
Cemetery.



Mr & Mrs Thomas Potterton

A modern tribute to Thomas Potterton by the company he founded reads:

A Man dominated by a zest for life and a passion for invention.
A first class engineer. A rip-roaring entrepreneur.

A sensitive man. A genial friend. An unrepentant publicist.
A family man. A great Victorian.



St Mary’s Church, High Road, Balham
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Appendix

A B Potterton, President IHVE 1936-37

A B Potterton was born 30 June 1873 in Balham and educated at a private school before joining the 
Potterton family firm which had been founded by his grandfather in 1850. Upon the death of his father, 
Thomas Potterton, he became joint Managing Director with his brother, T F C Potterton.  He joined the 
IHVE as an Associate Member in 1898, becoming a Member in 1908 and sitting on the Council for 
many years. He served as both Junior and Senior Vice-President before his election to IHVE President 
for 1936-37.
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