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Benjamin Franklin Sturtevant, 1833-1890

American fan engineer, who was possibly the most important name in ventilation during the second half 
of the 19th century. He was borne in Norridgewock, Maine, on 18 January, 1833 (though one report says 
1824), where he learned the trade of shoemaking and repair before moving to Boston in 1856. Having an 
inventive mind, in about 1850 Sturtevant built a crude fan to relieve the summer heat. Around 1861 he 
designed a centrifugal fan to suck dust and leather clippings away from his work area. Soon other 
shoemakers wanted one, leading Sturtevant to set up a shop on Sudbury Street in Boston where he 
employed 8 men to build centrifugal fans, creating the centrifugal fan industry in the USA.
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His business expanded rapidly. One report says that in 1866, he provided fans with “wheels 16 feet in 
diameter” for the US Capitol building (if so these would have been replacements for the originals of 
1857). Sturtevant was now selling fans throughout America and soon in England and Europe. In 1878 he 
set up a larger factory in the Boston suburb of Jamaica Plain where he tested his fans and produced 
performance data. At the turn of the century his most significant fan installation was that provided for 
the New York Stock Exchange.
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