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Gardner Tufts Voorhees, 1869-1937



Gardner Voorhees was born in 1869, possibly in or around Boston, Massachusetts, but no details of his 
childhood, family life or early education have so far been discovered, In fact, information on his 
business activities is also sparse. However, what is certain is that he was a leading authority on 
refrigerating equipment and in particular on ammonia absorption machines, writing five books on this 
type. He also took out refrigeration patents and pioneered the design of significant refrigeration and air 
cooling installations.

Voorhees obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree (SB) from MIT (Class of 1890) and set up in
consultancy as a Refrigerating Engineer & Architect in Boston. He was a Member of ASME and later of 
ASRE. He promoted his expertise in “Mechanical Refrigeration in all its applications: Cold Storage 
Warehouses, Ice Factories, Street Pipe Line Refrigeration, Breweries…..etc.”

He is credited was the design of one of the earliest district cooling systems consisting of a central 
refrigeration plant serving multiple buildings by an underground network of insulated piping through 
which brine was pumped. This installation was for the Quincy Market Cold Storage Company in 
Boston. He also installed a comfort cooling system in his own office and designed a system for the 
Walter Lowney Candy Company, also in Boston.

Gardner Voorhees died in 1937. He was inducted into the ASHRAE Hall of Fame in 2005.  
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Quincy Market, Boston, 19th century stereo cards 
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