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Fred W Wolf Jr, 1879-1954



Fred W Wolf Jr was born on 16 July, 1879, in Chicago. His father was Frederick J Wolf, an early 
advocate of the German Linde refrigerating system and who, in 1881, secured the rights to manufacture 
and sell Linde ammonia machines in the US.

Wolf Jr did not pursue his father’s interest in large systems, believing there was a significant market 
opportunity in the development and sale of household refrigerating appliances. Starting in the early 
1900’s, he went on to patent a number of refrigeration systems and components, including reversing 
valves. (His patents were generally in the name of Fred W Wolf, while his father’s earlier patent of 1890 
was granted to Frederick W Wolf). In 1913, his domestic refrigerator was marketed as the DOMELRE:
(From DOMestic ELectric REfrigerator). This was the first attempt to mass-market a simple, 
inexpensive household refrigerator which was air-cooled, could be plugged into the house electric 
supply, added to an ordinary ice-box, and which featured ice cube trays. His system was considered so 
important that in 1917 the Wolf Company was bought out by Packard Motor Company (seeking to 
diversify). The DOMELRE was renamed ISKO.

Fred Wolf Jr was a Charter Member of ASRE and served on several committees. He died on 19 January, 
1954 and was inducted into the ASHRAE Hall of Fame in 2014.

Assembly of Linde horizontal ammonia compressors at the Frederick W Wolf Company, Chicago, c.1891



Fred Wolf Sr Patent of 1890



Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1916



First page of Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1916



Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1917



Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1917



First page of Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1917



Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1919



First page of Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1919



Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1920



First page of Fred W Wolf Jr Patent of 1920



Advertisement from 1913



Advertisement from 1914



The Ä hp DOMERLE refrigerator with Sulphur Dioxide as the refrigerant, c.1914



The ice-cube tray of the DOMELRE (based on muffin baking tins): Smithsonian Institution

Isko Share Certificate of 1921



ISKO advertisement from Good Housekeeping, 1917
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