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FOX BROOKLYN

OPENED 1928
SEATING CAPACITY 4305
OPERATOR Fox Theatre Corporation
ARCHITECT C Howard Crane
STATUS Taken over by Fabian Theatres 1937

Closed 1966 Demolished 1971

The Theatre was air conditioned
See building section drawing
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THE FOX BROOKLYN

(Cinema Treasures)

Brooklyn with Fox Theatre (right) 1946



THE FOX BROOKLYN

73 r.:llr.;!:xl.!ﬁrﬁ
_ i

The auditorium



THE FOX BROOKLYN

AMERICAN THEATRES OF

Main Lobby, Fox Theatre, Brooklyn, New York
C. Howard Crane, Kenneth Franzheim, architects
Traditional motives are given a modern interpretation
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THE FOX BROOKLYN
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FOX THEATRE
Brooklyn, New York

With basement Refrigerator Room an Fan Room. Generator Room top right below Projection Room
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THE FOX BROOKLYN
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The Fox demolished 1971



FOX DETROIT

OPENED 1928

SEATING CAPACITY 5046
OPERATOR Fox Theatre Corporation
ARCHITECT C Howard Crane

STATUS Restored 1988
In use

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT Hub Electric Co



THE FOX DETROIT

Charles Howard Crane was Detroit’s greatest theater architect and his
masterpieces are among the city’s most jaw-dropping movie palaces, such as the
Fox and United Artists theaters.

Crane was born Aug. 13, 1885, in Hartford, Conn. He is best known for his more
than 250 movie theater architectural designs. His most famous theater, the Fox, is
located in Detroit, though he also designed theatres in Brooklyn, St. Louis,
Chicago, Los Angeles and Britain.

Crane started his architect career in Detroit at the turn of the century (1899-1000).
The grand theaters he designed were given the name "movie palaces"; the
elaborate attention to decorative craftsmanship, immense seating arrangements
(none of his large theaters seated fewer than 2,500 people) and fantastic acoustics.
He lived in an era when opera and symphony were far more popular than today.
With that in mind, his structures were built around the type of entertainment that

would use his building. Buildings

e Alhambra Theatre
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THE FOX DETROIT
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Architects drawing C Howard Crane



THE FOX DETROIT
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MAIN FLOOR PLAN
ORCHESTRA SEATS 2820 PERSONS

Fox Detroit Theatre, Detroit, Michigan
C. Howard Crane, architect ; Elmer George Kiehler, associate
The total seating capacity of the theatre is 5042
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THE FOX DETROIT

AMERICAN THEATRES OF
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GRAND LOBBY i

BELOW, % PLAN OF 2nd CROSS AISLE AND 4th FLOOR AND ABOVE, )4 PLAN OF BALCONY AND 5th FLOOR
THE SEATING CAPACITY OF THE BALCONY IS 1812

BELOW, »% PLAN OF MEZZANINE AND 2nd FLOOR, AND ABOVE, % PLAN OF FIRST CROSS AISLE AND 3rd FLOOR
THE SEATING CAPACITY OF THE MEZZANINE IS 350

Fox Detroit Theatre, Detroit, Michigan
C. Howard Crane, architect; Elmer George Kiehler, associate

There are 350 seats in the mezzanine and 1812 in the balcony

76




THE FOX DETROIT
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THE FOX DETROIT

Two Beautiful
New Fox Theatres

Completely Equipped by Hub

The illustration shows the interior of the new Fox Theatre in
Detroit, An exact dup[i-:::ltt' of this theatre has been built in
St. Lows. Each seats 5,000,

And both of them
have Hub switch-
boards and com-
plete Hub electri-
C:II l:quiFmI:nt.

The architect — C.
Howard Crane, of
Detroit—is well
known for his ex-
cellent stage and
auditorium  design
and the Hub or-
ganization 15 proud
10 have been associated with him in these two grear projects.

Complete Hub electrical installations are found in many note-

worthy structures—in public buildings, exhibition halls, clubs as
well as in many leading theatres,

Our entire facilities are placed at vour disposal.

sitvorrss  TIUB ELECTRIC (O, vt 1isis

Fooilights Service Hoards
Barder Lights Complete Theatre Lighling Equipment  pyno) Boards

Stage Pockets Pancory wwl Gonerl Ciices Usher Signals
Cove Lighting 2219-2225 “Eﬁ;‘cfﬂ'd SRR |l Bk

Exit Signs Talephone Sesley B4-1-2 : Flood Lights
OIUEOEU IR it

Hints THE Fhuris A iieen 518
W o, WS

13 Sacand 4.
Priwiie -I'H'd.l-lf‘.d!

Hub Electric Company advertisement
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The Lobby
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THE FOX DETROIT
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Lobby (top) and Auditorium
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Lobby entrance




THE FOX DETROIT

Part of the elaborate decor




SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books on Air Conditioning & Refrigeration History in RED

1952 Father of Air Conditioning (W H Carrier), Margaret Ingels, Country Life Press, USA.
1982 Building Services Engineering: A Review of Its Development, N S Billington &

B M Roberts, Pergamon Press, Oxford.
1987 Great American Movie Facilities, David Naylor, A National Trust Guide, USA.
1987 Lobby Cards- The Classic Films, Michael Hawks Collection, Bloomsbury, London.
1980 Movie Palaces- Survivors of an Elegant Era, Ave Pildas, Charles N Potter, NY.
1991 Ticket to Paradise, John Margolies & Emily Gwathmey, Bulfinch Press, Boston.
1994 Heat & Cold: Mastering the Great Indoors, Donaldson & Nagengast, ASHRAE, Atlanta.
1998 Air Conditioning America, Gail Cooper, John Hopkins UP.
1981 American Picture Palaces- The Architecture of Fantasy, David Naylor, Prentice Hall, NY
1982 Movie Palaces: Renaissance and Reuse, Valerio & Friedman, Education Facilities, NYC.
1998 Movie Palace Masterpiece, Alfred Balk (Ed), Landmark Theatre Foundation, NY.
2004 Cinema Treasures, Melnick & Fuchs, MBI Publishing, St. Paul.
2005 Theatres of San Francisco, JackTillmany, Images of America, Arcadia, Charleston,
2009 American Theatres of Today (reprint 1927-30), Sexton & Betts, Liber Apertus, CA.
2012 Fox Theatre (Atlanta), Janice McDonald, Images of America, Arcadia, Charleston.
2012 Weathermakers To The World, Carrier (United Technologies), USA.
2013 American Movie Palaces, Rolf Achilles, Shire, Oxford.

Some Websites with Theatre and/or HVAC & R History

cinematreasures.org
losangelestheatres.blogspot.com
hevac-heritage.org/e-books large







