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The colour illustrations and photographs featured on 
 opening & closing pages are of Grauman's Egyptian Theatre 
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  HOLLYWOOD & LOS ANGELES THEATRES  
 

Part One 
1917 Quinn's Rialto Theatre 

 

1918 Million Dollar Theatre 
 

1921 Loew's State Theatre 
 

1922 Grauman's Egyptian Theatre 
 

1923 Metropolitan Theatre 
 

1926 El Capitan Theatre 
 

1926 Orpheum Theatre 
 

Part Two 

1927 Grauman's Chinese Theatre 
 

1927 United Artists Theatre 
 

1931 Tower Theatre 
 

1928 Warner Theatre 
 

1930 Pantages Theatre 
 

1931 Los Angeles Theatre 
 
 

Note that theatres often changed use, names and seating numbers 

 



THEATRE ARCHITECTURE 
 

 
 

 
 

(Movie Palaces) 
 

 



SURVEYING ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

 

 
  

 
(Movie Palaces) 



QUINNS RIALTO THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 



QUINNS RIALTO THEATRE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Opened 1917  Seats 1000 
Architect: Oliver P Dennis 

Remodelled 1919 by William Lee Woollett 
Became Grauman's Rialto 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaporative cooling system 
Mechanical ventilation with air washer. 

No refrigeration. 
 

 
 



QUINNS RIALTO THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 



QUINNS RIALTO THEATRE 
 

 
 
 



MILLION DOLLAR THEATRE 
 

 
 

 
 



MILLION DOLLAR THEATRE 
 
 
 

 
 

Opened 1918  Seats 2345 
Architect: William Lee Woollett 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaporative cooling system 
Mechanical ventilation with air washer. 

No refrigeration. 
 

 



MILLION DOLLAR THEATRE 
 

 
 

Million Dollar Theatre 1923 (Theatres in Los Angeles) 

 
 
 



LOEW'S STATE THEATRE 
 

 
 
 



LOEW'S STATE THEATRE 
 
 
 

 
 

(Theatres in Los Angeles) 

 
 

Opened 1921  Seats 2450 
Architect: Weekes & Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Air Conditioned by Wittenmeier-Vitolyzed-Air 
Washer system with CO2 refrigeration 

 



LOEW'S STATE THEATRE 
 
 

 
 
 



GRAUMAN'S  EGYPTIAN  THEATRE 
 

 
 
 

 
 



GRAUMAN'S  EGYPTIAN  THEATRE 
 
 

 
 

Opened 1922  Seats 1771 
Architect: Meyer & Holler 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaporative cooling system 
Mechanical ventilation with air washer. 

No refrigeration. 
 

 



GRAUMAN'S  EGYPTIAN  THEATRE 
 

 
 
 



GRAUMAN'S  EGYPTIAN  THEATRE 
 

 
(American Theatres of Today) 

 

 

               Fan room located left of stage in this view  
 

 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Opened 1923  Seats 3485 
Architect: William Lee Woollett 

 
Demolished 1961 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Air Conditioned by Carrier  Engineering Corporation 
First theatre installation to use Logan Lewis' downward 

air distribution  (initially called the "Upside Down" 
system) with return air bypass at the main plant 

 
 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 

Patent drawing of the Logan Lewis scheme of “upside down” ventilation for a theatre auditorium, 

i.e. overhead ceiling supply with under-seat low level extract 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Diagram from The Romance of Air Conditioning, Logan Lewis, Carrier Corporation, c.1960s 

A picture of a Carrier centrifugal chiller (bottom left corner) has been substituted for the actual refrigeration machine used, 

 believed to be a carbon dioxide type by the Carbondale Machine Company  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text extract from Air Conditioning America, Gail Cooper, John Hopkins UP, 1960 

 

 

 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 

Text extract from Air Conditioning America, Gail Cooper, John Hopkins UP, 1960 

 

 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 

Text extract from Air Conditioning America, Gail Cooper, John Hopkins UP, 1960 

 

 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 

Text extract from Air Conditioning America, Gail Cooper, John Hopkins UP, 1960 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 

 

 
 

Text extract from Air Conditioning America, Gail Cooper, John Hopkins UP, 1960 

 
 
 

 
 
 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 

Text from Father of Air Conditioning (Willis Haviland Carrier), Margaret Ingels, Country Life Press, 1952 

 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 
 

 
 

(Heat & Cold: Mastering the Great Indoors) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 

(Heat & Cold: Mastering the Great Indoors) 

 
 
 
 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 
 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 



METROPOLITAN THEATRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Demolished 1961 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EL CAPITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 



EL CAPITAN THEATRE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Opening night in 1926 

 
 

Opened 1926  Seats 1550 
Architect: G Albert Landsburgh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The original six storey building in which El Capitan 
was housed was then the tallest in Hollywood and the 
 first to be air conditioned. So perhaps was the theatre. 

 



EL CAPITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 



EL CAPITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 
 



EL CAPITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 
 



EL CAPITAN THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 



ORPHEUM THEATRE 
 

 
 

 

 



ORPHEUM THEATRE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Opened 1926  Seats 2350 
Architect: G Albert Landsburgh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Air Conditioned by Brunswick-Kroeschell 
Washer system with CO2 refrigeration 

 
 



ORPHEUM THEATRE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORPHEUM THEATRE 
 

 
 

(American Theatres of Today) 

 
 

  Fan room located top floor left in longitudinal section 
 



ORPHEUM THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORPHEUM THEATRE 
 

 
 
 



ORPHEUM THEATRE 
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Some Websites with Theatre and/or HVAC & R History 

 

cinematreasures.org 

losangelestheatres.blogspot.com 

hevac-heritage.org/e-books large 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 


