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The colour illustrations and photographs featured on 

 opening & closing pages are of Grauman's Chinese Theatre 
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  HOLLYWOOD & LOS ANGELES THEATRES  
 

Part One 
1917 Quinn's Rialto Theatre 

 

1918 Million Dollar Theatre 
 

1921 Loew's State Theatre 
 

1922 Grauman's Egyptian Theatre 
 

1923 Metropolitan Theatre 
 

1926 El Capitan Theatre 
 

1926 Orpheum Theatre 
 

Part Two 

1927 Grauman's Chinese Theatre 
 

1927 United Artists Theatre 
 

1931 Tower Theatre 
 

1928 Warner Theatre 
 

1930 Pantages Theatre 
 

1931 Los Angeles Theatre 
 
 

Note that theatres often changed use, names and seating numbers 

 



GRAUMAN'S  CHINESE THEATRE 
 

 
 

(American Picture Palaces) 

 
 



GRAUMAN'S  CHINESE THEATRE 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Opened 1927  Seats 2258 
Architect: Meyer & Holler 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Reported as "the first commercial movie 
 theatre with air conditioning." 

(Los Angeles Times) 

 
 

 



GRAUMAN'S  CHINESE THEATRE 
 

 
 

(American Theatres of Today) 

 

 

 



GRAUMAN'S  CHINESE THEATRE 
 

 

 
 

(American Theatres of Today) 

 

 
 



 

UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE 
 

 
 

 
 



UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Opened 1927  Seats  2214 
Architect: C Howard Crane 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Air Conditioned by Wittenmeier-Vitolyzed-Air 
Washer system with CO2 refrigeration 

 
 



UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 
 



UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE 

 
 



UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE 
 

 
 
 



UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE 
 

 
 

 
 



TOWER THEATRE 
 

  
 

Tower Theatre 1926 by Architect S Charles Lee (The Show Starts on the Sidewalk) 

 



TOWER THEATRE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk) 

 

 
Opened 1927  Seats 906 
Architect: S Charles Lee  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Air Conditioned by Carrier  Engineering Corporation 
 
 
 
 



TOWER THEATRE 
 

 
 

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk) 

 

 

 



TOWER THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 



TOWER THEATRE 
 
 

 

 
 

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOWER THEATRE 
 

 
 
 
 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 

 
 

(American Theatres of Today) 

 

 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Opened 1928  Seats 2700 
G Albert Landsburgh 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Air conditioned with ammonia refrigeration. 
Supply air from under floor plenum 

through floor mushroom outlets 
 

 

 
 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 
 

 
 

(American Theatres of Today) 

 

 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 

 
 

 
 

Refrigeration plant room with two ammonia machines 

ALL ENGINEERING SERVICES PHOTOGRAPHS  FROM  losangelestheatres.blogspot.com 

 

 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 

 
 

Remains of ammonia refrigerating compressor 

 

 
 

The boiler plant 

 

 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 

 
 

 
 

The fan room 

 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 

 
 

 Basement supply air plenum chamber with the ceiling having multiple circular holes 

connecting to auditorium "mushroom" supply air outlets on the auditorium floor 
 

 
 

Balcony supply air fan 

 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 

 
 

Stage sprinkler piping 

 



WARNER BROS THEATRE 
 

 
 

 
 

Electrical switchboards 

 



PANTAGES THEATRE 
 

 
 

(American Theatres of Today) 

 



PANTAGES THEATRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(Theatres in Los Angeles) 

 
 

Opened 1930  Seats 2703 
Architect: B Marcus Priteca 

 
 
 
 
 

"The Hollywood Pantages cooling is based on a 
 push/pull system. The vent boxes open to 2 massive 

pressurized air chambers known as the plenum 
 located right below the seats"  

 
 



PANTAGES THEATRE 
 

 
 

(Cinema Treasures) 

 

 



PANTAGES THEATRE 
 

 
 

(Cinema Treasures) 

 

 
 



LOS ANGELES THEATRE 
 

 
 

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk) 

 
 



LOS ANGELES THEATRE 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Opened 1931  Seats 2000 
Architect: S Charles Lee 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Air Conditioned by Carrier  Engineering Corporation 
 
 
 



LOS ANGELES THEATRE 
 

 
 

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk) 

 

 

 



LOS ANGELES THEATRE 
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Some Websites with Theatre and/or HVAC & R History 

 

cinematreasures.org 

losangelestheatres.blogspot.com 

hevac-heritage.org/e-books large 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 


