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HOLLYWOOD & LOS ANGELES THEATRES
Part One

1917 Quinn's Rialto Theatre

1918 Million Dollar Theatre

1921 Loew’s State Theatre

1922 Grauman's Egyptian Theatre

1923 Metropolitan Theatre
1926 El Capitan Theatre
1926 Orpheum Theatre

Part Two
1927 Grauman’s Chinese Theatre

1927 United Artists Theatre
1931 Tower Theatre
1928 Warner Theatre
1930 Pantages Theatre
1931 Los Angeles Theatre

Note that theatres often changed use, names and seating numbers



GRAUMAN'’S CHINESE THEATRE

(American Picture Palaces)



GRAUMAN'’S CHINESE THEATRE

Opened 1927 Seats 2258
Architect: Meyer & Holler

Reported as "the first commercial movie

theatre with air conditioning.”
(Los Angeles Times)



GRAUMAN'’S CHINESE THEATRE

GRAUMAN'S CHINESE. THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD, CAL.
MEYER & HOLLER, ARCHITECTS.

(Courtesy The American Archilect.)

(American Theatres of Today)



GRAUMAN'’S CHINESE THEATRE

LONGITUDINAL SECTION
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PLAN OF AUDITORIUM

GRAUMAN'S CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD, CAL.

MEeYER & HOLLER, ARCHITECTS.

(American Theatres of Today)



UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE
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UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE

Opened 1927 Seats 2214
Architect: C Howard Crane

Air Conditioned by Wittenmeier-Vitolyzed-Air
Washer system with CO: refrigeration



UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE




UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE

Ventilation

Complete Air Conditioning Installations
Cooling—Refrigerating—Washing

HEREVER comfort and efficiency re-
quire cooled or refrigerated air, Witten-
meier-Vitolyzed-Air equipment delivers it.

In hundreds of theatres, hotels, clubs, res-
taurants, apartment houses, schools, hospitals,
and industrial plants our installations give
perfect service.

Simple in design, construction and in opera~
tion, once installed they become almost auto-
matie, requiring a minimum of time on the
part of mechanic or engineer.

Wittenmeier Horizontal Compressor CO2

A Few Representative

s s No matter what problem of cooling or re-

frigeration presents itself to you, we have
CAPITOL THEATRE, New York, N. Y.

WARNER BROS. THEATRE, New York, N. Y.
KEITH'S FORDHAM, New York, N. Y.
LOEW'S NEW ROCHELLE, New Rochelle, N. Y.
FOX ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Mew York, N. Y.

sometime, somewhere faced and solved a prob-
lem similar in its main essentials—and in-
stalled the necessary apparatus.

UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE, Los Angeles, Calif.
METROPOLITAN THEATRE, Boston, Mass.
PYTHIAN TEMPLE, New York, N. Y.

ELKS CLUB, Union Hill, N. J.

MASONIC TEMPLE, Kansas City, Mo.

ILLINOIS ATHLETIC CLUB, Chicage, IIL

UNION LEAGUE CLUB, Chicago, I

N. ¥. COUNTY COURT HOUSE, New York, N. Y.
FEDERAL RESERVE BANK, Chicago, Il

1, 5. NAVAL HOSPITALS, San Diego, Calil.
CONCOURSE PLAZA APTS., New York, N. Y.
RALEIGH APTS., New York, N. Y.

WEYLIN HOTEL, New York, N. Y.

MONTAUK POINT HOTEL, Montauk Paint, N, Y.
RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL, Boston, Mass.

NEW BEDFORD HOTEL, New Bedford, Mass,
AMBASSADOR HOTEL, Chicago, 1L

WINDERMERE HOTEL, Chicago, Il

AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS, Staten lsland, N. Y.
BOARD OF EDUCATION. Chicago, 1.

N. Y. TELEPHONE COMPANY, New York, N. Y.
NATIONAL CITY BANK, New York, N. Y.
WRIGLEY BUILDING, Chicago, Iil.

TRIBUNE BUILDING, Chicage, Il

KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL, Broolklyn, W. Y.

CITY OF NEW YORK NURSES' HOME, Welfare Ialand, N. Y.
NORTH COMMUNITY HOSPITAL, Glen Cove, N. Y.
MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S MOSPITAL, Detvoit, Mich.
ILLINGIS CENTRAL R. R. HOSPITAL, Paducah, Ky.
NORTHERN PACIFIC HOSPITAL, St. Paul, Minn. "
LUCKEY PLATT DEPT. STORE, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Air
HORNE DEPT. STORE, Pittsburgh, Pa.

CURTISS CANDY CO., Chicago, IlL

ALBERT PICK & CO., Chicago, 1L

TRIANON BALLROOM, Chicago, Il

QOur experience is at your service. Full in-
formation supplied gladly upon reguest.

h Firvek

tv‘ o8 44 Fy | e b y
Wittenmeier- Vitolyzad-Air

One Contract---One Responsibility

WITTENMEIER -VITOLYZED-AIR

1926 BROADWAY—NEW YORK CITY

Figure 11-47 Advertisement, air conditioning (from The Heating and Ventilating Magazine, July 1927, p. 181).




UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE
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UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE

KNOWLES MUSHROOM AIR; DIFFUSERS

FOR AUDITORIUMS

These three facts refer to the three results

obtained by the use of the Knowles Notch un-

derseat mushrooms in auditoriums

I—Delightful Comfort insured to the occupants
of scats

2—Uniform distribution of Fresh Air either cool
Of warm

3—Compliance with the laws of nature and of

man
KNOWLES MUSHROOM

ﬁ VENTILATOR CO.
202 Franklin St. New York

e o T

(AUFFMAN) s e

HAVE BEEN IN USE IN

- > Some of America’s Finest T heatres

Simple to Install—Low in Price
Graduated Air Control

AMERICAN METAL PRODUCTS CORP.

ST. LOUIS, U. 5. A.

AIR DIFFUSERS

Figure 11-44 Small floor registers, commenly known as mushrooms, were used in halls and theaters after 1910 for upward
air distribution. Such outlets proved unsatisfactory for cooling purposes (from The Heating and Ventilating Magazine,
June 1929 and January 1925).



TOWER THEATRE
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Tower Theatre 1926 by Architect S Charles Lee (The Show Starts on the Sidewalk)



TOWER THEATRE

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk)

Opened 1927 Seats 906
Architect: S Charles Lee

Air Conditioned by Carrier Engineering Corporation



TOWER THEATRE

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk)



TOWER THEATRE
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TOWER THEATRE

Gumbiner also requested that both his theatres be air-conditioned and kept at a
uniform temperature of seventy degrees at all times. Air-conditioning, invented in 1908
by Willis Carrier, had previously been used only in hospitals and industry to control
humidity. In 1921, the Central Park Theatre in Chicago introduced it as a creature
comfort, as did Grauman’s Metropolitan Theatre in Los Angeles in 1922. Movie theatres
used air-conditioning routinely thereafter, the revenues from which allowed the Carrier
company to survive the Depression.2” Painted icicles dripping on a banner hanging from
the marquee became as necessary as the marquee itself in theatre vocabulary and an

important selling point (fig. 49).28 Ads for the Tower Theatre in 1927 read:

Leave Your Fan at Home!

Manufactured Weather makes every day a good day at the Tower Theatre. When you
enter, you will realize that H. L. Gumbiner has fulfilled one more great obligation to
his public. He has included in this theater the marvel of manufactured Weather. This
is a Carrier Conditioned Theater providing to the patrons a copious supply of air that
is washed and purified, air that is warmed and humidified for ideal comfort in winter,
air that is cooled and dehumidified for invigorating comfort in Summer, air that is
greatly diffused throughout the theater without the slightest draught.2

Eager to promote his investment, Gumbiner had a window installed on the landing
between the first floor and the restrooms from which patrons could view the weather
machinery.3® One of the exterior poster cases at the Los Angeles contained a recording
apparatus that continuously compared the temperature inside and outside.3! A plaque

over the drinking fountain advertised ice-cold water.

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk)



TOWER THEATRE

Manufactured Weather
makes
“Every day a good day™
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WARNER BROS THEATRE

Warner Brothers Theatre, Hollywood, California
G. Albert Lansburgh. architect

(American Theatres of Today)



WARNER BROS THEATRE

Opened 1928 Seats 2700
G Albert Landsburgh

Air conditioned with ammonia refrigeration.
Supply air from under floor plenum
through floor mushroom outlets



WARNER BROS THEATRE

PLAN OF BALCONY

SEATING: SEATS, 902; LOGES, 210

PLAN OF ORCHESTRA

SEATING: SEATS, 1512; LOGES, 118

Warner Brothers Theatre, Hollywood, California—G. Albert Lansburgh, architect

(American Theatres of Today)




WARNER BROS THEATRE

Refrigeration plant room with two ammonia machines
ALL ENGINEERING SERVICES PHOTOGRAPHS FROM losangelestheatres.blogspot.com



WARNER BROS THEATRE

Remains of ammonia refrigerating compressor

The boiler plant



WARNER BROS THEATRE

The fan room



WARNER BROS THEATRE

Basement supply air plenum chamber with the ceiling having multiple circular holes
connecting to auditorium "mushroom" supply air outlets on the auditorium floor

Balcony supply air fan



WARNER BROS THEATRE

Stage sprinkler piping




WARNER BROS THEATRE

Electrical switchboards



PANTAGES THEATRE

Pantages Theatre, Iollywood, California
B. Marcus Priteca, architect

(American Theatres of Today)



PANTAGES THEATRE

(Theatres in Los Angeles)

Opened 1930 Seats 2703
Architect: B Marcus Priteca

“The Hollywood Pantages cooling is based on a
push/pull system. The vent boxes open to 2 massive
pressurized air chambers known as the plenum
located right below the seats”



PANTAGES THEATRE

(Cinema Treasures)




PANTAGES THEATRE




LOS ANGELES THEATRE

El VORLD PREwEn 211

ININCITY LigTe
E PRESENTATION

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk)



LOS ANGELES THEATRE

LA-46—Broadway, South from Sixth Street, Los Angeles, California
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Opened 1931 Seats 2000
Architect: S Charles Lee

Air Conditioned by Carrier Engineering Corporation



LOS ANGELES THEATRE

(The Show Starts on the Sidewalk)



LOS ANGELES THEATRE

These Theatres have answered
the Public’s Demand for Comfort
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Some Websites with Theatre and/or HVAC & R History

cinematreasures.org
losangelestheatres.blogspot.com
hevac-heritage.org/e-books large










