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STATE/KINGS Brooklyn 
 

OPENED  1929 
 

SEATING CAPACITY  3398 
 

ORIGINAL OWNER  Loews 
 

PRESENT OWNER  ACE Theatrical Group 
 

ARCHITECT  Rapp & Rapp 
 

STATUS  In use after restoration  
 

HVAC&R  Air Conditioned  
York Ice Machinery Corporation CO2 system 

 
LIGHTING  CONTROLS Westinghouse 
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NOTE 

The story of the Kings Theatre in Brooklyn is given in Chapter "1 The Prehistory of Kings" in the book 

"Kings Theatre: The Rise, Fall and Rebirth of Brooklyn's Wonder Theatre," Matt Lambros, Theatre 

Historical Society of America, Pittsburgh, 2016. The main body of this publication contains a wealth of 

historic and modern photographs depicting the early days of the theatre, the damaged interior after  

closure and neglect, and the stunning restoration. A scanned summary of these opening pages is featured 

at the start of this E-Book. Any text or pictures that are reproduced are acknowledged by the note KTML 

or the original source. (The Lambros book runs to some 157 pages and is illustrated throughout).  
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The left section shows a Plenum Trench beneath the basement floor for positive pressure supply air 

which was probably distributed through mushroom type outlets at floor level, working with high level 

extract/return. (Theatre Historical Society) 
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(American Theatres of Today) 
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Kings Theatre under construction 1928 (Theatre Historical Society) 
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York CO2 Refrigeration Plant (American Theatres of Today) 
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York CO2 Refrigeration Plant (American Theatres of Today) 
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York advertisement featuring their CO2 refrigeration compressor 
 

 
 

York air conditioning air washer  c.1930 (The Legend of York International) 
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York air conditioning advertisement 1927 
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HVAC RETROFIT 
 

During the restoration of Kings Theatre 
the HVAC systems were restored and 

reused where possible and new central 
equipment retrofitted. 

 
HVAC Contractor  Trystate Mechanical 
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(Theatre Historical Society) 
 

 
 

Proscenium arch (Theatre Historical Society) 
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Chandelier lighting (Theatre Historical Society) 
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Chandelier detail (Theatre Historical Society) 
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The auditorium damage before restoration (KTML) 
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The Lobby nearing restoration  2013 (KTML) 
 

 
 

The auditorium with restoration in progress (KTML) 



KINGS Brooklyn 
 

 
 

 
 

The auditorium restored and in use (KTML) 
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Some Websites with Theatre and/or HVAC & R History 

cinematreasures.org 

hevac-heritage.org/e-books large 

historictheatres.org  

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 


