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GENERAL NOTE

The five major Loew Theatres in New York were
known as the WONDER THEATRES.

They were
KINGS THEATRE in Brooklyn
JERSEY THEATRE in New Jersey
PARADISE THEATRE in the Bronx
VALENCIA THEATRE in Queens
175th STREET THEATRE in Manhattan

A Sixth major Loews Theatre was the LANDMARK in Syracuse. Each had a seating
capacity of over three thousand, were highly decorated with elaborate chandeliers and
lighting having complex light control switchboards. However, the founder Marcus Lowe
died in 1927 before these six named theatres opened. The year the '"Talkies' began.

The Landmark, Kings and Jersey were air conditioned by the York Ice Machinery
Corporation as were a number of other theatres in the Loews Group. The remaining
three were probably also air conditioned. A number of Loews theatres across the USA
were air conditioned by the Carrier Engineering Corporation. In the 1930s Loews
(MGM) had between 150 and 200 theatres, Paramount has about 1000, Warners and
Fox each 700, RKO 200.

Movie theatre air conditioning with refrigeration began in Chicago in 1917 using CO2
equipment by the Wittenmeier Machinery Company and Kroeschell Brothers, then later
by the merger Brunswick-Kroeschell. Other pioneers were York and Carrier. In 1930
Carrier Engineering, York H&YV Corporation and Brunswick-Kroeschell merged to
form Carrier Corporation.

The introduction by Carrier of the centrifugal water chiller in 1922 revolutionised the
application of refrigeration for air conditioning in movie theatres.

[lustrations are from the website of cinematreasures and individual theatres.
Advertisements for air conditioning and refrigeration companies are from the Heritage Group Archive.
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STATE Easton Pennsylvania

OPENED 1926
SEATING CAPACITY 1500
ORIGINAL OWNER Loews
ARCHITECT William Harold Lee

STATUS In use after restoration

AIR CONDITIONING
York Ice Machinery Corporation CO2 system
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STATE Cleveland Ohio

OPENED 1921
SEATING CAPACITY 3518
ORIGINAL OWNER Loews
ARCHITECT Thomas Harold Lamb
STATUS In use after restoration
AIR CONDITIONING

Installed later than 1921
Carrier Engineering Corporation



Cleveland Ohio







Cleveland Ohio

If your Theatre were among

(Carrier (onditioned Theatres

During these Winter Day's the air within the house
would be just warm enough and healthfully humidified
and cleansed. There would be no overheating. The
Missouri Theatre at St. Louis. a Carrier Conditioned
Theatre, operated during the Winter of 1925 on '3 of the
fuel previously required. The Carrier system of Air
Conditioning completely replaces the sluggish radiators
which ordinarily line the walls of the theatre. The air is
conditioned before entering the theatre. Automatic in-
struments adjust the temperature and humidity to suit
the size of the crowd.

Then Next Summer the same system. combined with
Carrier Centrifugal Refrigeration, cools and dehumidifies
the air supplied to the theatre. The fact is, the same
ideally comfortable conditions of temperature are main-
tained within the theatre every day in the vear regardless of
season, crowd or weather. Do you wonder that we say—

Manufactured Weather
makes
“Every day a good day”

Now 1s the time for us to prepare vour theatre for nest Summer, Wrete {or the book Theatre Cooline
and Conditioming.” Deseribe vour theatres. Ask for a viset from
one ol our Engineers

(arrier Fngineering (orporation

QOffices and Laborarories

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA BOSTON CHICAGO CLEVELAND KANSAS CITY LOS ANGELES




FHILLIPS AVENUE, LODKING NORTH, SIOUX FALLS, 5. D.

STATE Sioux Falls South Dakota

OPENED 1926
SEATING CAPACITY 1352
ORIGINAL OWNER Loews
ARCHITECT
STATUS Closed

AIR CONDITIONING
York Ice Machinery Corporation CO2 system
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Sioux Falls South Dakota

Motion Picture News
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nditioned Uir ~as Clean
and Pure as a Meadow Breeze

Partial list of

York

Conditioned Theatres

The Wozld.
Rivoli......
Lawndale. .
Fox-Roxy. .
Coconut Grove

Rochester

Swate. ... ........
Colonial. .

Capital. . .
Orphennt.
State.......

AGth Strect
Chapel. . ..
Palace. ...
Chester. . ..

American. .
State.....
Capitol.
Richmond
Rose Marie

<
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. .Omaha, Neb.
Muncie, Ind.

.. Chicage, I
Washington, D. C,
Caconut Grove, Fla.
.. Atlanta, Ga,
Rochester, N, Y.
Baltimore, Md.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
.Philadelphia, Pa.
Philadelphia, Ta.
Washington, D, C.
Indianapolis, Ind.
New York, N. Y.
......Easton, Pa.
. ..Alentown, Pa.
...-Reading, Pa,

. .Eoston, Mass.

. Newark, N. 7.
New York, N. Y.

. New ¥York, N. ¥.
.Columbns, Ohic
Cleveland, Obio

. New York, N. ¥.
New York, N. ¥.
...Roanoke, Va.
Sionx Falls, S. D.
Nashville, Tenxn.
-Riclumond, Tud.
New York, N. ¥.
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PA.
IR Conditior_ﬁng—-what is it? There was a time when the three
or four torrid months of the year were the showman’s nemesis.
NO\_}V with scientific air conditioning and cooling for the theatre this
period of the year can be turned into months of satisfactory profit.

The fow, or motion of the air, as well as its humidity and tem-
perature are now brought together at what is termed the comfort
point. Hence, regardless of outside temperature conditions, it is
now Pos§1ble to maintain within the theatre a condition of air which
is satisfying to the patron.

York conditioned theatres are popular houses—old man
summer slump is a stranger at their doors.

How about investigating the application of York equip-
ment to your house. Now is the time; just return the at-
tached coupon and have us tell you the story.

ICE MACHINERY CORPORATION *- . .
P E NN o




STATE Baltimore Maryland

OPENED 1927

SEATING CAPACITY 2044
ORIGINAL OWNER Loews
ARCHITECT George Schmidt & C C Fulton Leser
STATUS Closed 1963

AIR CONDITIONING
Paul J Vincent with refrigeration by

Frick Company R-12 Reciprocating Compressor
Installed after 1930 when Freon became available



Baltimore Maryland




Baltimore Maryland
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Lo carTErSE
SWEATS IS

i BATHING !

LOEWS Bronx New York

OPENED 1928
SEATING CAPACITY 2559
ORIGINAL OWNER Loews
ARCHITECT Joseph Orlando
STATUS Closed

AIR CONDITIONING
Carrier Engineering Corporation



Bronx New York

Page 110 Exhibitors Trade Revii
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BEWARE, EXHIBITORS
The Voice of the Box Office Shouts:

AIR CONDITIONING

UT be sure you know what is meant by “Air Conditioning.” It means the uni-

form distribution thruout your theatre of cleansed air that is heated and humidi-

fied (moistened) in winter: cooled and dehumidified {excess moisture removed) in sum-

mer, the distribution being accomplished without drafis and the conditions being
maintained antomatically regardless of outdoor weather.

Since the notably successful installation of Carrier Air Conditioning Equipment in
the now famous Grauman’s Metropolitan. Los Angeles, many Exhibitors have rushed
plans to “cool” their theatres, such “cooling™ being considered the quickest and cheap-
est method of kidding the public into the Box Office.

Whereupon many vendors of refrigerating machines have fallen upon fat pick-
ings, trading upon your natural lack of engineering information. Air conditioning
requires refrigeration but it cannot be accomplished with refrigeration alone. It isn’t
the refrigeration, it's what is done with the cooled air that counts!

You owe it to yourself, Mr. Exhibitor, to investigate this important subject fully.
We'll be glad to send you a booklet which gives the unvarnished facts, or to arrange an
interview so that one of our Engineers can show you some mighty interesting figures.

The public is now demanding the conditioned theatre and the big money of the im-
mediate future will be made by those Exhibitors who listen to the Voice of the Box
Office. 5

- ° -« -
(arrier Fngineering (orporation
Manufaclured Weather to make “Every day a good day”
750 Frelinghuysen Avenue, Newark, N. J.
Boston Buffalo Chicago New York Philadelphia
Loz Angeles San Franeisco




A modified V-shaped marquee was ane of the lirst steps in bringing the Groneda in Cleveland up ta
date. Its attraction panels use Wagner letters. The morquee saffit is brilliontly lighted and provides
illumination far the new display coses. The boxoffice wos treated to o new marbleized base.

GRANADA Cleveland Ohio

OPENED 1927
SEATING CAPACITY 2165
OWNER Connected with Loews
STATUS Demolished

AIR CONDITIONING
Carrier Engineering Corporation



Cleveland Ohio




Cleveland Ohio

=.""'" Dehum1d1ﬁed in Summer
) — Warmed, Washed and
\“\‘\ A Hum1d1ﬁed in Winter

\

Fheatre Cooling and Air
chamber with s contingent parts s
All of the air which is drawn into the
Here the air

A vital SO o e:]umnt in the Carrier Svstem of

- s a N
Conditioning is the spray

shown in this llus 7~ T Lraton.

theatre from out of dors > = must pass through this chamber.
is washed and purified and the ™SI N s
ally fixed at the maximum comfort : N
the season and the crowd. During the ™
cooled by Carrter Centrifugal Rcl'r[gcmtinn\
is cooled and its excess moisture condensed
water within the spray chamber is maintained
so that moisture is added to the air

to produce a comlortable and health-

ful condition of humidity.  Automa-

tically controlled heaters located in

the air ducts leading 1o the theatre

heat the air when necessarv. The
shuggish, direet heating svstem ol the

theatre is eliminated

The Carrier System is an assembly
of equipment guarantecd to maintain
uniformm conditions of Temperature,
Humidity and Air Purity in the theatre
every day in the year.
tioning experience.
theatres.—Describe your theatres.

It is the development of more than twenty years
A recent development provides the same complcte system for the fine, small
Ask for the book, **Theatre Cooling.™

hunmln\ and temperature are ‘automatic-
poing required according to the weather,
hot, humid seascn,ythe spray water is
Y In contact with this spray the air
During the Winter, the
cat e higher temperature

of specialized Air Condi-

(arrier Fngineering (orporation

Offices and Laburatorivs

Newark, N. J.

NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA BOSTON CHICAGO

CLEVELASD KANSANCITY LUS ANGILTS




STATE Providence Rhode Island

OPENED 1928
SEATING CAPACITY 3212
OWNER Loews
ARCHITECT

STATUS In use as Performing Arts Centre

AIR CONDITIONING
Carrier Engineering Corporation



Providence Rhode Island




Providence Rhode Island
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Providence Rhode Island

i i :
THEATRE PHOTOGRAPH and REPORT
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Chty Population (10 ) 1. B8 e
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Is Theatre an M-G-M Customer NowF__._. G i - | IR L
How Long Has It Been Flaying M-G-M ProductP.0¥ER .15 YEARS
Date Buile: UIIER_15 YEARS. . .Condition: DeLIIXE_

Seats; Main Floor____ 1391 ----Baleony_991 __LOGES: 250
Type of Patronage: . TRAMBTEWD . o
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Providence Rhode Island

March 3. too2s

A complete Carrier Centeritzal Refriperation [
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Carrier Centrifugal Refrigeration

riet Sustom shich cleanses the an
tomatwcally cstablishes and con

Oneof the many pmportant and ex-
clusive features of the Carrier Sve-
tem lor ecoalimg and dehumidifyinn
the air in theatres and  public
baildimgs s Carner Centriueal
Refngeration

Ihere are oither machines which
will produce cooling, but none so
compict, so simple and dependable
in operation, so entirely safe, and
so elicient as the Carrjer Centritu-
gal Umit This machine has been
invented, desipned, and loped
by Carrier Air Condicioning Frrin-
eers specifically to meet Lthe prob-
lemis ol air dhing and Jdehumadih-
cation within buildings

The machine nccupiss abouz -5

of the space regured tor otha
ration  cquipments of lile
The centrifugal princ-
ple permuts operation by a directly
connecled  motor. The  wwt
apprarance and operation s abmna
exactly like the ordimary motor
driven centritugal  pumps I he
retrireratin ium is not g gas,
but a harmless hquid " Carrene
The contiol of operation and tomps-
eratlire 1% automate

Carrier Centrifupal Refreration
combined with the complere Cr-

conditions of  Temper-

diltuses

throuh the theatye

Ihe whole s bBacked
expericnee of o

ton of Air Con

\ part of each (

i tuasantes

'
results

Fheatre vwiers, arcdutects and engi-
neers are mnvited to vestignte the
results accomplished by this new
complete unit in Corrier Cooled
Theatres. Write for the kool Thea-
tre Cooling,” also & bst of Carrrer
Conled Theatres, and ask for o visit
from one of our engincers.

(arrier Fngineering (brporation

NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA

HOSTON

Ofices and Laboratories

Newark, New Jersey

CHICAGO CLEVELAND

KANSAS cITY

LOS ANGELES WASHINGTON
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