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GENERAL NOTE 
 

The five major Loew Theatres in New York were 
known as the WONDER THEATRES. 

 
They were   

KINGS THEATRE in Brooklyn 
JERSEY THEATRE in New Jersey 
PARADISE THEATRE in the Bronx 
VALENCIA THEATRE in Queens 

175th STREET THEATRE in Manhattan 
 
   A Sixth major Loews Theatre was the LANDMARK in Syracuse. Each had a seating 

capacity of over three thousand, were highly decorated with elaborate chandeliers and 

lighting having complex light control switchboards. However, the founder Marcus Lowe 

died in 1927 before these six named theatres opened. The year the "Talkies" began. 

 

  The Landmark, Kings and Jersey were air conditioned by the York Ice Machinery 

Corporation as were a number of other theatres in the Loews Group.  The remaining 

three were probably also air conditioned. A number of Loews theatres across the USA 

were air conditioned by the Carrier Engineering Corporation. In the 1930s Loews 

(MGM) had between 150 and 200 theatres, Paramount has about 1000, Warners and 

Fox each 700,  RKO 200. 

 

  Movie theatre air conditioning with refrigeration began in Chicago in 1917 using CO2 

equipment by the Wittenmeier Machinery Company and Kroeschell Brothers, then later 

by the merger Brunswick-Kroeschell. Other pioneers were York and Carrier. In 1930  

Carrier Engineering, York  H&V  Corporation and Brunswick-Kroeschell merged  to 

form  Carrier  Corporation.  

 

  The introduction by Carrier of the centrifugal water chiller in 1922 revolutionised the  

  application of refrigeration for air conditioning in movie theatres. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Illustrations are from the website of cinematreasures and individual theatres.  

Advertisements for air conditioning and refrigeration companies are from the Heritage Group Archive. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

STATE Easton Pennsylvania 
 

OPENED  1926 
 

SEATING CAPACITY  1500 
 

ORIGINAL OWNER  Loews 
 

ARCHITECT  William Harold Lee 
 

STATUS  In use after restoration  
 

AIR CONDITIONING  
York Ice Machinery Corporation CO2 system 

 
 
 
 



Easton Pennsylvania 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Easton Pennsylvania 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
STATE Cleveland Ohio 

 
OPENED  1921 

 
SEATING CAPACITY  3518 

 
ORIGINAL OWNER  Loews 

 
ARCHITECT  Thomas Harold Lamb 

 
STATUS  In use after restoration  

 
AIR CONDITIONING 

Installed later than 1921 
Carrier Engineering Corporation 

 



Cleveland Ohio 
 

 
 



Cleveland Ohio 

 
 



Cleveland Ohio 
 

 
 



 

 
STATE Sioux Falls South Dakota 

 
 
 

OPENED  1926 
 

SEATING CAPACITY  1352 
 

ORIGINAL OWNER  Loews 
 

ARCHITECT   
 

STATUS  Closed  
 

AIR CONDITIONING   
York Ice Machinery Corporation CO2 system 

 
 



Sioux Falls South Dakota 
 

 
 
 
 



Sioux Falls South Dakota 
 

 
 
 



 
 

STATE Baltimore Maryland 
 

OPENED  1927 
 

SEATING CAPACITY  2044 
 

ORIGINAL OWNER  Loews 
 

ARCHITECT  George Schmidt & C C Fulton Leser 
 

STATUS  Closed 1963 
 

AIR CONDITIONING 
Paul J Vincent with refrigeration by   

Frick Company R-12  Reciprocating Compressor 
Installed after 1930 when Freon became available 

 
 
 



Baltimore Maryland 
 

 
 
 
 



Baltimore Maryland 
 

 
 
 



 
 

LOEWS Bronx New York 
 

OPENED  1928 
 

SEATING CAPACITY  2559 
 

ORIGINAL OWNER  Loews 
 

ARCHITECT  Joseph Orlando 
 

STATUS  Closed  
 

AIR CONDITIONING 
Carrier Engineering Corporation 

 
 



Bronx New York 
  

 
 
 
 



 

 
GRANADA Cleveland Ohio 

 
 

OPENED  1927 
 

SEATING CAPACITY  2165 
 

OWNER  Connected with Loews 
 

STATUS  Demolished  
 

AIR CONDITIONING 
Carrier Engineering Corporation 

 
 
 
 



Cleveland Ohio 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Cleveland Ohio 
 

 
 
 



 

 
STATE Providence Rhode Island 

 
 

OPENED  1928 
 

SEATING CAPACITY  3212 
 

OWNER  Loews 
 

ARCHITECT   
 

STATUS  In use as Performing Arts Centre  
 

AIR CONDITIONING 
Carrier Engineering Corporation  

 
 
 



Providence Rhode Island 
 

 
 
 



Providence Rhode Island 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Providence Rhode Island 

 

 
 
 



Providence Rhode Island 
 

 
 
 
 



 


