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PARAMOUNT

PART TWO
WONDER THEATRES

Seating capacity after name

1925 Rivoli, New York, 2093
1926 Times Square, New York, 3664
1928 Brooklyn, New York, 4084
1928 Portland, Oregon 3045
1928 Seattle Washington 3049
1928 Toledo, Ohio 3409
1929 Kings, Brooklyn, NYC 3398*
1929 Valencia Queens, NYC 3440*

1931 Oakland, California 3476

*Built for Paramount but then leased to Loews in exchange for

showing Paramount films. See Loews Theatres under
Large E-Books on Heritage Group website



(Carrier Engineering Corporation)

RIVOLI NEW YORK

OPENED 1917
But not air conditioned until 1925

SEATING CAPACITY 2092
OPERATOR Paramount
ARCHITECT Thomas W Lamb

STATUS demolished

HVAC Carrier Engineering Corporation
Refrigeration Carrier 1x150 TR centrifugal chiller



RIVOLI, NEW YORK
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The Rivoli was built in 1917 and strictly speaking is not of Wonder Theatre size with just over 2000 seats, but
has been included in this Part-2 of the Paramount story for the reasons which follow. The air conditioning
was installed in 1925 by the Carrier Engineering Corporation. The story is told in detail by Margaret Ingels in
her book Father of Air Conditioning: Biography of Willis Haviland Carrier. It also recounts how Willis
Carrier developed the centrifugal refrigeration water chiller and oversaw both its installation and start-up in
the Rivoli leading to the approval of Aldolph Zukor of Paramount. This is possibly why such a large number
of Paramount Theatres came to be air conditioned by Carrier in future years. It was the Carrier centrifugal
which changed the movie theatre air conditioning industry. It was the first to be installed in a New York
theatre and others followed.

The Rivoli and its air conditioning was widely promoted by Carrier and this event was extensively reported at
the time and since in a number of books and journal articles, many giving the impression that this was one of
the first major theatres to be air conditioned with refrigeration, rather than the evaporative cooling air washer
systems in general use. But this is not the case. The Balaban & Katz theatre chain in Chicago had air
conditioning installed in its Wonder Theatres (over 3000 seats) by Kroeschell and Wittenmeier starting in
1917, while Carrier air conditioned Grauman's Metropolitan Theatre in Los Angeles (3485 seats) in 1922
though they did not provide the refrigeration.

An important year for Paramount was 1926 when it took a controlling interest in Balaban & Katz, adding over
one hundred theatres to the chain and gaining the services of both Barney Balaban and Sam Katz, using Rapp
& Rapp to design their major theatres, and employing Carrier to air condition many of their theatres.

A detailed history of the Rivoli and theatres air conditioned by Kroeschell or Wittenmeier and
Paramount theatres air conditioned by Carrier is given on the website: CIBSE Heritage Group/E-Book
Large/ The Air Conditioning of American Movie Theatres 1916-1932, Part-2.
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(Rivoli Theatre, New York)
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Rivoli

We have invested over $100,000 in a refriger-
ating cooling plant to keep vou cool and
comiortable \-,hen the world i1s sweltering.
Unseen, unheard, resistless are the huge
nmton with a combined pulling power of

221 horses—representing but a small part of
the marvellous equipment which absolutely
assures a temperature that is just right,
Delightfully refreshing days and evenings all
summer at

Ohe RIVOLI THEATRE

BROADWAY at 4904 STREET:
THE.HOM{E osy)amn
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Carrier Centrifugal Refrigeration

of the space regumed 1or othes

One of the mauny important and ex-
clusive features of the Carrier Svs-
tem for conling and dehumidifving
the air i theatres and pubhic
buildings s Carrier Centriugal
Refrigeration

There are other machines which
witl produce cooling, but none so
compiict, so simple and dependable
in operation, so entirely safe, and
so clhicient as the Carrier Centnitu-
sal Umt This machine has been
invented, desipned, and developed
by Carrier Air Conditioning Fngin-
cers specifically 1o meet Lthe prob-
lems of air cooling and dehumad:f-
cation within hutdings

I'he machine occupics abour -3

refrigeration  equipments  of  like
capacity. The centrifugal prine-
ple permuts operation by a directly
connecled  maotor,  The vt
apprarance and operation is almost
exactly like the ordinary motor
driven centritugal pump L he
relrigerating medium is not a zas,
Tt o harmiess hguid " Clarrene ™
The control of operation and temp-
erature s automatic

Carrier Centrifugal Refogeration -
combined with the complete Cuar-

rer Sustem winch cleanes the ar
automatwally establishes and con-
trols ndeal conditions of Temper-
ature and Humdiny, and Bbiuses
the  wodhtioned e uniformils
throush the theatse

The whole s backed by the long
vyperenee of o traned  onpamsiae
von of Atr Conditioning Specialists
\ part of cach Carnier Contrace s
the fuaranter to produce speated
results

[heatre owners. urchitects and engi-
neers are anvitesd to avestignte the
results accomplished by this new
complete unit in Corrier Conded
Theatres, Write for the book “Then-
tre Cooling,™ also 2 list of Carrier
Conled Theatres, and ask for a visit
from onc of our ¢nginecrs.

(arrier Fngineering (brporation

NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA

BOSTON

Qhces and Laboratories
Newark, New Jersey

CHICAGO CLEVELAND

RANSAS CITY

LQOS ANGELES WASHINGTON
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Last week while Broadway sweltered in the terrific heat
wave, one theatre, the Rivoli, was well filled day in and day
out. The manager informs us that, while ten thousand
acdmissions would be normal for the weelk's run, the admis-
sion actually exceeded twenty-seven thousand.

The report stands out in bold relief against reports this
week, of theatres closing here and there and the threatening
wholesale closing of most of the theatres in one metropolis.

Evidently the matter is of supreme importance. If
people can actually be brought to a theatre to get cool, there
is created a brand new enterprise. Again it brings about
competition that cannot well be met by any other offering.

We are bringing the matter forcefully to the exhibitor's
attention. [t ought to be generally and immediately
investigated.

The installation cost of the right kind of a plant is con-
siderable. [t varies, of course, with the size of a house.
The minimum cost today is around thirty-five thousand
dollars. A motion picture engineer predicts that this will be
lowered. Against this equipment figure, however, is to be
placed the opportunity of three months a vear paving
business against shut down or loss.

The efficiency of the theatre cooling system has just
recently been brought about. We are told by one large
concern that laboratory experiments have been going on for
some time and at very large expense. Today it is claimed
that air in a theatre anywhere can be made as healthful and
comfortable as the best of country air.

The laboratory experts state that three main factors are
involved: air motion, humidity and temperature. These
can be brought together at what is called a comfort point.
Alr can be made cool or warm as the seasons demand. The
refrigerating apparatus controls humidity as well as tem-
perature.

The point of the matter is this: The cooling system should
be the best procurable. [t must be scientifically right. It
is a matter of public health and therefore too serious a thing
to be bungled. In the entire matter the Technical Depart-
ment of Motion Picture News is at the service of any

exhibitor.
T T T
JZa,q 1y




People are willing to
stand in line for they
know that a refrashing
atmosphere awaits them
wn the Rivel




Patrick J. Ryan

Engineer. of the




PARAMOUNT NEW YORK

OPENED 1926
SEATING CAPACITY 3664
ARCHITECT Rapp & Rapp
STATUS demolished

HVAC Carrier Engineering Corporation
Refrigeration Carrier 2x150 TR centrifugal chillers
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Manufactured Weather
makes

“Every day a good day”

in the New Paramount

Nore than 37 tons of perfect-
Iy conditioned asr cach hour are
potired into the Theatre and Jobbues
from three great Carrier svstems for A
Conditomng,  producny, husmdiied wammth
w Womter  conl, invigorating comtort in Summer

Theatres

s IT11 the pubhc at large we celebrate the
O{ ’ '
DU

opening of the great New Paramount
[heatre—a monument to the man,
Volph Zukor, who brought to the screen the
first great arost, Sarah Bernhardy, ind from thar
event has gurded colleague and competitor alike
along the mad to the triumphant suceess which

s svmbohzed in this great theatre.

Hand in hand with the advancement m pacture
production the mwtion picture theatre  has
evilved from the stuffy nickelodeon of vesterday
trr thie airv palace of tnking. Tt has been the work
of Carrer Engineers, specialists m air condition-
ing, to contribute to this great Jdevelopment,
NManufactured Weather 1o make "Every Jav a
good div™ in the theatre, Wih just pride we
point to the Rivoli and Rialto on Broadway, to
a rapidly growing list of theatres throughout the
country and finally, to the great Paramount
Theatre as Carrier Conditioned | heatres

The same complete system, including Carrier Centrifugal Refrigeration, is now available for the fine

small theatres. Write for the hook,

“Theatre Cooling and Conditicning.”

Describe vour theatres, Ask for a visit from one of our Engineers.

(arrier Fngineering (orporation

Offices and Laborateries

Newarls, N. J.

NEW YORK MIEADILPHIA BOSTON CHICALO

CLIVELAND KANSAS €11Y LOS ANGELLS




TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK

b PARAMOUNT THEATRE BUILDING, NEW YORK. hoitniisoes? fosoul Ly Coie




TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK




TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK
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TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK
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BROADWAY

PLAN OF FIRST FLOOR

PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK, N. Y.
C. W. & Gro. L. Rarp, ARCHITECTS.

American Theatres of Today (reprint of Volume I, 1927)
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PARAMOUNT THEATRE. NEW YORK. N. Y.
C. W. & Gso. L. Rapp, ArcHITECTS

American Theatres of Today (reprint of Volume I, 1927)
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NOW IT'S A SCReEN
: HIT - - :
EXTRA SHE'S HERE | S " - CLIVE BRODK - s
EHAR : N PERSON ALICE WHITE " - KAY FRANCIS
LIE'DAVIS' GANG - BARTD & MANK - MERLE & ETLHSEIEB-LanlgDéuE'ﬁﬁrEE

PARAMOUNT BROOKLYN

OPENED 1928
SEATING CAPACITY 4084
ARCHITECT Rapp & Rapp

STATUS Renovated

HVAC Carrier Engineering Corporation
Carrier Centrifugal Refrigeration



BROOKLYN., NEW YORK

19B.— PARAMOUNT THEATRE BROOKLYN, N. Y.




BROOKLYN., NEW YORK
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M ANUFACTURED
WEATHER
in the

Brooklyn

Paramount

Fzzp & Rapp. Architects

INCF T RED B {THER, a~ ]un(lm'o d oonly through tle € ateier
M Bystean for S Comditiening, wdl prosade pateons of the great new

Hraohlyn Parsmount with an pleally comfortable and o seentficstls
beealthful atmoaplere vvrry day do the sear, rezandle-s of outdoer westher

comditions or the siee of the erowd,

Ehve o the s ssatesn of are enmditieing, o hading Caroer Uesnafupal
Befrizeration. which provides sdeal comfort in the twe othey sreat Para-
ot Theatres—an New York and Par- —and in an impressive e of pree
gressis e thvatres o this ranntry and sbrowd

The vhmer of Vasfartueed W oather for the Braoklvn Parameunt s in
Keeganp with the paliey of the Publix Theatres Corporation to provide for ite
patrons the altimate i theotre comfore. Tunory wml beantv. Tt is <izmfivant
that this be the twentsdomrth of he e Jase theatres af the Pulilis Granp
to by Lavrier Comditoned,

Thestve emmers, Architestr sl Fogineors are imited In imvestic
wate M eesulis gressmplishel by the Coapriee Svatem for Air
taombitinsimg, Write o the fnnk, “ Theatre Coeling amil Condi
tommlng, " asd wsh Tor s sishn Jrooe eme nf osr smpgineves

Garrier Engineering (Grporation
A A Ao o A B B D R o o Offans 2l Lokoratortve A o B D B B B e B
W Nowark, N. 4 - ‘




BROOKLYN., NEW YORK




BROOKLYN., NEW YORK
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BROOKLYN., NEW YORK

R

(newbrooklyntheatres.org)



PARAMOUNT PORTLAND

OPENED 1928
SEATING CAPACITY 3049
ARCHITECT Rapp & Rapp

STATUS now a Concert Hall



PORTLAND, OREGON
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PORTLAND, OREGON




PORTLAND, OREGON




(pinterest)

PARAMOUNT SEATTLE

OPENED 1928
SEATING CAPACITY 3054

ORIGINAL NAME Seattle
Changed to Paramount 1930

ARCHITECT Rapp & Rapp

STATUS now a Concert Hall



SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
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PARAMOUNT TOLEDO

OPENED 1928
SEATING CAPACITY 3406
ARCHITECT Rapp & Rapp
STATUS demolished

HVAC Carrier Engineering Corporation
Carrier Centrifugal Refrigeration



TOLEDO., OHIO
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- Cooled, Washed and
'{""" Dehumidified in Summer

L\ —Warmed, Washed and
\ Hum1d1ﬁed in Winter

\ .
A v jtdl '-\ R " element in the Carrier Svstem of Theatre Cooling and Air
Conditioning ™ ~_ SNy T 15 the spray chamber with ts contingent parts as
shown in this illus >~ 0 S tration. All of the air which is drawn into the
theatre from out of Jors s > s must pass through this chamber. Here the air
is washed and purified and the ™™o R hunudity and temperature are “automatic-
ally fixed ar the maximum comfore ™ ”:‘l;- . pont required according to the weather,
the season and the crowd  During the™ (0 hot, hunud seascn,ythe sprav water is
cooled by Carrier Centrifugal Relngureltinn\‘ v In contact with this spray the air
is cooled and s excess moisture condensed. During the Winter, the
water within the spray chamber is maintained | aeme a1 @ higher temperature
s that moisture 15 added to the air ‘
to produce a comfortable and health-
ful condition of humiditv.  Automa-
tically controlled heaters located n
the air duets leading to the theatre
heat the air when necessary.  The
sluggish, direct heating svstem of the
theatre is eliminated

The Carrier System is an assembly
of equipment guaranteed to maintain
uniform conditions of Temperature,
Humidity and Air Purity in the theatre
every day in the year. It is the development of more than twenty years of specialized Air Condi-
tioning experience. A recent development provides the same complete systermn for the fine, small
theatres.—Describe your theatres. Ask for the book, “*Theatre Cooling.™

(arrier Fngineering (orporation
Offices and Loboratorics
Newark, N. ].

PHILADELPHIA BOSTON CHICAGY CLEVIELAND KRANSANCIEY LIS ANGILTS




TOLEDO., OHIO
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TOLEDO., OHIO

( TODAY IT GPpehs |

Lverylmdj happy? You bet! The new Toledo
Paramount Theatre opens today! Watch the erowds come!
Iear them talk tomorrow! Abont the show—ahout the
theatre, the comfort, the luxory, the service! A sensa-
tional show the first week, and we'll equal it the next wéek,
and every week alter that! Greal motion pictures—utalk-
ing, singing, sound-——spectacular stage shows—Publix
revues, exaclly as presented at the Paramount Thealre,
New York, originated by masters of song and dance eraft,
and erammed with scintillating talent.

Wonderful musie! Iaul Spor, Prince of Pep, and his
red-hot stage band; Wilye Stahl and the symphonic orches-
tra; Dwight Brown at the mighty organ.

Whatever you're doing today put it off! See this great
opening! Follow the crowds to Adams and Huron, to the
great new Toledo Paramount Theatre.

“The Fortune Teller"

Flared Ny
Toledo-Paramount
S}'mphnmc QOrchestra

ke Magke PPit
WWAILY R I'I‘Al-‘llr- Meslral PHrecisr

Farmmewal Newa Eventa af the Toarkd

EDDIE_E&HTDR
“That Certain Party"

A& PFaramsinnt Sisging: Tpiking Sawelly

“The Porcelain Clock™

Whlilk Sible. Thelma lirscree.
Freuiler IManictae

PAUL SPUR

T-:Iedn-l’nrnmuunt
Stage Band

=N

“JUST KIDS"”

& Charlem Bhigpemeger Prodoeibss
Wilik a Mewi of Brosilwuny § sieierines

Dwight Brown

“A ';'rrl.; E'.ﬁ;:uugh
the Organ”

RICHAEE_EI DIX
“REDSKIN"

3: Parapivant Goalliy Sennd Plrimrs sn
a World's Largesi Sercen. PFrodpeed in
Heamilinl Batwral Calars

PRICES—AIl Seals
WHHDI:I'HH LA MtclPF.A 28 1FM

605 M. B3¢, @ F. M. to closdng.
ll.l.ldmlhlllvllll.!'r—-lh 11 A ML e 1 . B

& N\
’I‘ﬂ LEDO e

152, 1 F. AL to eluilng.

fe 8 F°. M. T8¢, § F. ML {2 clouing.
Any seal—{Blldeen lle—Any Uoie

THEATREwm

(toledohistorybox)



TOLEDO., OHIO

(toledohistorybox)



KINGS, BROOKLYN, N.Y.C.

Built for Paramount but then leased to Loews
in exchange for showing Paramount films.

OPENED 1929
SEATING CAPACITY 33398
ORIGINAL OWNER Paramount
ARCHITECT Rapp & Rapp
STATUS In use after refurbishment

HVAC Air conditioned
York Ice Machinery Corporation CO2 System

Lighting Controls Westinghouse
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(American Theatres of Today)



(From Kings Theatre)

VALENCIA, QUEENS, N.Y.C.

Built for Paramount but then leased to Loews
in exchange for showing Paramount films.

OPENED 1929
SEATING CAPACITY 3440
ORIGINAL OWNER Paramount
ARCHITECT John Eberson
STATUS In use



(Theatres of Oakland)

PARAMOUNT OAKLAND

OPENED 1931
SEATING CAPACITY 3476
ARCHITECT Mueller & Pfleuger

STATUS In use



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND

(paramounttheatre)



OAKLAND
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(Theatres of Oakland)



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND
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(Theatres of Oakland)



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND
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PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND




PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND

Sucan Loy

E

IFFER PART
OF CRAND LOBAT

B PARE OF 5T

sk

MEZZANINE & PART BALCONY PLAN

scand v PEET
et =

MEZZANINE AND PART BALCONY PLAN, PARAMOUNT THEATRE, OAKLAMD, CAL

J. B, MILLER and T. L. PFLUECER, Architects

QUEmLITRA
EnEvafor

ORCHESTRA FLOOR FLAN

et ™

T
i

PART BASEMENT PLAN

BEOWING PUNLIC Redms

FLOOR PLAM OF THE MAIN LEVEL, PARAMOUNT THEATRE, OAKLAND, CAL
J. R. MILLER and T. L PFLUEGER, Architects




