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Red Bull Theatre, London with candle footlights and chandeliers on stage 

                              The Wits, or Sport on Sport, 1672 (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity)  

 

 

Front cover: Theatre Royal Haymarket, Drury Lane, London (Grade I listed) 

This the 4th theatre dates from 1812 (Theatres of London) 



 
 

Criterion Theatre, Piccadilly Circus London, dates from 1874 (London Theatres) 
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The torch, as used on the Elizabethan stage (Kyd's The Spanish Tragedy) 

A scene from the Duchess of Malfi 

 

 

 



 
 

Medieval entertainment by torch and candlelight, 15th century (Princely Feasts and Festivals)  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Apollo Victoria Theatre London, built as cinema 1930 (London's Great Theatres) 

 

 

 



 
 

Gas Float at Her Majesty's Theatre, 2nd Theatre 1863 (Theatre Lighting in the Age of Gas) 
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Nicola Sabbatini's candle dimming mechanism, Italy 1638  (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity) 



 
 

Candle snuffer extinguishing the footlights during the interval, 1800 (Theatre and Playhouse) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1 
CANDLE & OIL LIGHTING 

in the Theatre 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Candlemaker's Workshop, about 1700 (Diderot's Encyclopedia) 

 

 

 

 
 

Movable footlights, 1815 (Theatre and Playhouse) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Hamlet with on stage wall sconce, 1709 (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity) 

 

 



 
 

The Comedie Francaise in a Moliere Farce with overhead chandeliers, 1670 

(All The World's A Stage) 

 

 
 

Candlelight performance (University of Bristol} 

 

 



 
 

Drury Lane Theatre in London,17th century (The Development of the English Playhouse) 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Improved lime-light burner (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity) 



 
 

Improved limelight burner ((Theatre Lighting Before Electricity) 

 

 
 

1.2 
LIME-LIGHTING 
in the Theatre 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Limelight men operating in the fly-gallery (The Graphic, 1874) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Limelight stereopticon with oxygen and hydrogen bag feed apparatus 

(Electric Lighting Before Electricity) 

 

 

 



 
 

In the Limelight (The History of Stage and Theatre Lighting) 

 

 

 



 
 

The limelight was created by Thomas Drummond,1816 

(Drummond Light, Limelight: a Device of its Time) 

 

 

 

 
 

A limelight spotlight from London, 1860 

 

 



 
 

 

Theatre gas bunch light (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity) 

 



 
 

"The Rehearsal" with a temporary gas batten on stage, c.1900 (Mander-Mitchenson Collection) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3 
GAS LIGHTING 
in the Theatre 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Gas table at the Metropolitan Opera, New York 1888 

 (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity) 

 

 
 

Clemancon gas table, France 1880 (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity) 



 
 

Offstage left, view of a gaslit stage, (Theatre Lighting before Electricity) 

 



 
 

Gas Argand burner (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Gas lighting backstage at The Theatre Royal, Leicester 1836 

 (The Development of the English Playhouse) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The gas distributor at Buxton Opera House, 1902 (High Peak Theatre Trust) 

It was also provided with a stage and auditorium electricity lighting system 

 

 

The controls are labelled: From Meter, Sun Pilot, Foot Pilot, Float (footlights), 

Flash, Sunlight (sunburner), Sun Bye-Pass and Dressing Room 

with Manufacturer's Mark: E Hatton Manchester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Float was on the most sophisticated triple system: Pilot, Flash and main supply. 

The Pilot lit the Flash, the Flash the whole of the Footlights...... 

This three-tier system provided safe and gentle ignition that was nor possible with 

the inevitably explosive leap from single Pilot to full length Footlights. 



  
 

Theatre Gas Lighting Safety Regulations, issued by the Lord Chamberlain, London 1864 



 
 

Advertisement for Strode & Company (Fires in Theatres, E. M. Shaw, London, 1889) 



 
 

Ventilating Sunburners suitable for Theatres, c.1890 (williamsugghistory website)  

 



 
 

 

Electric stage lighting, 1935 (Ridge & Aldred) 



 
 

The History of Stage and Theatre Lighting, 1929 (Edison Electric Illuminating Company) 

 
 

1.4 
ELECTRIC LIGHTING 

in the Theatre 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Electric switchboard below the stage of the Paris Opera, 1887 (L'Illustration, Paris) 

 

 

 



 
 

Metropolitan Opera House, New York (Universal Electric Stage Lighting) 

 

 

 
 

Portable lighting equipment (Universal Electric Stage Lighting Catalogue, 1922 

 

 

 



 
 

Kliegl Bros. Universal Electric Stage Lighting, 1913 (The Cahn Leighton Theatrical Guide), 

 



 
 

Kliegl Bros. Universal Electric Stage Lighting Co., 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The stage lighting switchboard at Buxton Opera House, 1902 (High Peak Theatre Trust) 

It was also provided with a stage and auditorium gas lighting system 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

King's Theatre, Edinburgh 1930 (Victorian & Edwardian Theatres) 

 

 



 
 

Palace Music Hall, Manchester 1913 (Victorian & Edwardian Theatres) 

 

 



 
 

Tivoli Theatre's Music Room, Chicago 1921 (Rapp & Rapp) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tivoli Theatre's Grand Lobby, Chicago 1921 (Rapp & Rapp) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Garrick Theatre, London 1889 (Scene/Unseen) 
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Lime-light apparatus (The Magic Lantern: Its construction and use, London,1890) 



 
 

Jeu d'orgue or Gas Plate at the Paris Opera, 1875 (Theatre Lighting in the Age of Gas) 

 

 

                                                               Back cover: Original facade of the Savoy Theatre, Strand, London, 1881 

                                                                        The first public building in the world to be lit entirely by electricity 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


