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The Old Vic 1871 (top): Later The Royal Victoria Hall & Coffee Tavern 1880 (bottom) London 

(Victorian & Edwardian Theatres) 
  

 Front cover : Poster for the Palace Theatre of Varieties, London, c.1895 
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MEANS OF ESCAPE 

 
 

Safety poster at Morton's Theatre, Greenwich c.1884 

The "Out" signs were intended to show how safe the place was in the event of fire 

(British Theatres and Music Halls) 



T H E A T R E S  
FIRE SAFETY 

 
LIST OF THEATRES 

 
1613 Globe Theatre, London 

 
1805 Theatre Royal, Bath 

1809 Drury Lane Theatre, London 
1811 Theatre Royal, Plymouth 

1816 Covent Garden Theatre, London 
1856 Royal Opera House, London 
1864 Marylebone Theatre, London 

1871 Old Vic, London 
1876 Brooklyn Theatre, New York 

1878 Her Majesty's Theatre, Glasgow 
1878 The Colosseum, Liverpool 

1880 The Royal Victoria Hall, London 
1881 Comedy Theatre, London 

1884 Morton's Theatre, Greenwich 
1887 Royal Theatre, Exeter 

1896 Drury Lane Theatre Royal, London 
 

1903 Iroquois Theatre, Chicago 
1904 London Coliseum 

1905 Strand Theatre, London 
1906 King's Theatre, Edinburgh 
1907 Queen's Theatre, London 
1911 Palace Theatre, London 
1911 Victoria Palace, London  

1916 St Martins Theatre, London 
1918, London Palladium 

1925 Rialto Theatre, Glen Falls 
1929 Savoy Theatre, London 

1931 Westminster Theatre, London 
1933 Lyric Theatre, London 

1964 Cochrane Theatre, London 
 
 

Note: Dates are indicative only as many theatres changed name and were rebuilt/reconstructed 

Except for dates under illustrations of fires or posters, dates under photographs relate to age of theatre 

not to date of picture 



FIRE REGULATIONS 
 

 
 

Safety Regulations at the Marylebone Theatre, London 1864  

(Theatre Lighting in the Age of Gas) 



FIRE REGULATIONS 
 

 
 

Safety Regulations issued by the Lord Chamberlain, 1864 

(Theatre Lighting in the Age of Gas) 

 



THEATRE FIRES 
 

 
 

The Globe Theatre, London 1613 

 

 
 

Drury Lane Theatre, London 1809 



THEATRE FIRES 
 

 
 

Covent Garden Theatre, London 1809, on fire 1856 

 

 
 

Royal Opera House Covent Garden, London 1856 



THEATRE FIRES 
 

 
 

Brooklyn Theatre, New York 1876 

 



THEATRE FIRES 
 

 
 

Royal Theatre, Exeter 1887 

 



THEATRE FIRES 
 

 
 

Iroquois Theatre, Chicago 1903 

 



THEATRE FIRES 
 

 
 

Rialto Theatre Glen Falls, New York State 1925 
 
 



THE SAFETY CURTAIN 
 

 
 

Asbestos safety fire curtain in old theatre installed to prevent or delay a stage fire 

 entering the auditorium giving the audience time to exit the theatre in safety 

 

 
 

Metal safety curtain complete with drencher pipe, Cochrane Theatre, London 1964 (Scene/Unseen) 



THE SAFETY CURTAIN 
 

 
 

Lyric Theatre, London reconstructed 1933. Hand operated standby pump that worked  

the heavy iron safety curtain if the main supply failed  (Scene/Unseen) 

 



 
 

Hydraulic ram used to raise/lower bridges 1896, Drury Lane Theatre Royal. 

(Scene/Unseen) 

 
 



 
 

Instructions in event of fire, Palace Theatre, London 1911 (London Theatres) 

 

 

 

 
 

T H E A T R E S  
MACHINERY 

 
Traps 

Bridges 
Grids and Rollers 

Safety Curtain 
Fly Towers 

Smoke Ventilation 
 



MACHINERY 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Theatre Royal, Plymouth 1811 (The Development of the English Playhouse) 

Diagram shows Traps and Bridges and other items 

 
 
 
 
 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

 
 

 Royal Theatre, Plymouth 1811 Figs. 123, 124: Theatre Royal, Bath 1850 Fig. 125 

(The Development of the English Playhouse) 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Sound effects "Theatrical Meteorology" The Graphic 1875 

 
 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Fly gallery with rollers and hemp lines, Theatre Royal, Bath 1805 (Theatre and Playhouse) 

 
 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Drums and shafts under stage at St Martin's Theatre, London 1916 (Scene/Unseen) 

 
 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Drums and shafts for heavy lifting work, Comedy Theatre, London 1881  

(Scene/Unseen) 

 

 
 

Lifting drum at Her Majesty's Theatre, Glasgow 1878 (Historic Theatre Photography) 

 
 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Safety notice Westminster Theatre, London 1931 (Scene/Unseen)  

 
 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Fly tower with grid and trusses that serve the flying system 

London Coliseum 1904 (Scene/Unseen) 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Safety curtain at The Playhouse, London 1882 (London's Great Theatres) 

 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Safety curtain at London Palladium 1918 (London's Great Theatres) 

 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Fly floor where scenes are changed "with all hands on deck" Queen's Theatre, London 1907 

(London Theatres) 



MACHINERY 
 

 
 

Fly Tower at the Strand Theatre, London 1905 ((Scene/Unseen) 
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Savoy Theatre, London (London Theatres) 



 
 

The Colosseum, Liverpool 1878, formerly an old Unitarian Chapel c.1850 

Bought by General Booth for the Salvation Army 1882 (Victorian & Edwardian Theatres) 
 

Back cover: King's Theatre, Edinburgh 1906 (ibid) 



 
 

 

 

 


