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(Wikipedia) 
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Warner's Theatre in New York's Manhattan was air conditioned. See PART TWO 

 

 
 



 
 

(The Movie magazine, Issue 1, Orbis Publishing London, 1979) 

 



THE TALKIES 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Warner's Hollywood Theatre in Los Angeles was air conditioned. See PART TWO 
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HOLLYWOOD STUDIOS 

REVISITED 

 
Additional information and photographs from the book 

"Warner Bros. Hollywood's Ultimate Backlot," Steven Bingham, Globe Pequot, USA 

have been added under REVISITED to the original PART ONE. 
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   An onsite power plant was part of the original studio construction. Six generators were capable of carrying a 

load of 35,000 amps at 110 volts, roughly the equivalent of a power station for a city of twenty-five thousand 

people. One hundred miles of cable were buried to service the entire site. The coming of sound (as in Warner's 

"The Jazz Singer" and "Lights of New York" of 1927) and the introduction of colour film necessitated the 

tripling of lights on a set and a steady reliable electricity supply. Portable, diesel-powered generators were 

brought in to cope with these increased demands. In due course, a second power plant and even more 

generators were provided. 
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  The studio's famous water tower of 1927 was in a different location to where it now stands. The original tower 

   was decorated with the logos of Vitaphone and First National Pictures which changed to the traditional WB 

logo in 1939. Standing 133 feet high it had a capacity of one hundred thousand US gallons. Intended for fire 

fighting and factory use it was never used to supply drinking water. It has been said "There is no bigger totem 

of Hollywood than the Warner Bros. water tower."  
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GENERAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 

American Movie Theatres & Air Conditioning 
 

AMERICAN MOVIE THEATRES 

Where noted IOA=Images of America, Arcadia Charleston.  
1975 The Best Remaining Seats (Roxy NYC), Ben M Hall, Da Capo Press, NY. 

1978 The Ohio Theatre, Editorial Committee, Privately Published. 

1978 Rockefeller Centre (Radio City Music Hall & Centre Theatre), Alan Balfour, 

         McGraw-Hill, USA.  

1979 The Radio City Music Hall, Charles Francisco, Clarke Irwin, Canada. 

1982 Movie Palaces: Renaissance and Reuse, Valerio & Friedman, Academy for Educational   

         Development, New York. 

1983 Hooray for Hollywood (Postcards), Jim Heimann, Chronicle Books, San Francisco.  

1987 Great American Movie Facilities, David Naylor, A National Trust Guide, USA. 

1987 Lobby Cards- The Classic Films, Michael Hawks Collection, Bloomsbury, London. 

1980 Movie Palaces- Survivors of an Elegant Era, Ave Pildas, Charles N Potter, NY. 

1981 American Picture Palaces- The Architecture  of Fantasy, David Naylor, Prentice Hall, NY. 

1983 Hooray for Hollywood (Vintage Postcards),Jim Heimann, Chronicle Books, 

         San Francisco, CA. 

1989 Pantages Theatre: Rebirth of a Landmark, Constance Olsheski,  

         Key Porter Books, Toronto. 

1991 Ticket Paradise, John Margolies & Emily Gwathmey, Bulfinch Press, Boston. 

1994 The Show Starts on the Sidewalk, Maggie Valentine, Yale UP.  

1997 The Last Remaining Seats, Berger & Silverman, Balcony Press, CA. 

1998 Air Conditioning America, Gail Cooper, John Hopkins UP.  

1998 Movie Palace Masterpiece (Loews Syracuse), Alfred Balk (Ed, Landmark Heritage, NY. 

1982 Movie Palaces: Renaissance and Reuse, Valerio & Friedman, Education Facilities, NYC.  

1998 Movie Palace Masterpiece, Alfred Balk (Ed), Landmark Theatre Foundation, NY. 

2002 Cool Comfort: America's Romance with Air Conditioning, Marsha E Ackermann, 

         Smithsonian Books, Washington. 

2003 Hollywood in Vintage Postcards, Rod Kennedy Jr., Gibbs Smith, Salt Lake City.  

2003 The Southern Move Palaces, Janna Jones, Florida UP. 

2004 Cinema Treasures, Melnick & Fuchs, MBI Publishing, St. Paul. 

2005 Theatres of San Francisco, Jack Tillmany, IOA. 

2006 The Chicago Movie Palaces of Balaban and Katz, David Balaban, IOA.  

2006 South Jersey Movie Houses, Allen F Hauss, IOA. 

2006 Detroit's Downtown Movie Palaces, Hauser & Weldon, IOA. 

2006 Theatres of Oakland, Jack Tillmany & Jennifer Dowling. IOA. 

 

 

 

 

 



2008 Theatres in Los Angeles; Cooper, Hall & Wanamaker, IOA. 

2008 Our Movie Houses, Norman O Keim, Syracuse UP. 

2009 American Theatres of Today (reprint 1927-30), Sexton & Betts, Liber Apertus, CA. 

2009 Theatres of Portland, Lacher & Stone, IOA. 

2010 Milwaukee Movie Theatres, Larry Widen, IOA. 

2010 A History of Wichita's Orpheum Theatre, Keith Wondra, Lighting Sources UK. 

2010 Early Warner Bros. Studios, E J Stephens & Marc Wanamaker, IOA.  

2011 Boston's Downtown Movie Palaces, Arthur Singer & Ron Goodman, IOA. 

2011 Theatres of Hawaii, Lowell Angell, IOA. 

2011 Historic Movie Theatres in Illinois: 1883-1960, Konrad Schiecke, McFarland, NC. 

2012 Fox Theatre (Atlanta), Janice McDonald, IOA.  

2012 Downtown Chicago's Historic Movie Theatres, Konrad Schiecke, McFarland, NC. 

2013 Movie Houses of Greater Newark, Philip M Read, IOA. 

2013 Early Paramount Studios, Stephens, Christaldi & Wanamaker, IOA. 

2013 American Movie Palaces, Rolf Achilles, Shire Publications, Oxford. 

2013 Memphis Movie Houses, Vincent Astor, IOA. 

2014 Toronto Theatres, Doug Taylor, History Press, Charleston, SC. 

2014 Rapp & Rapp- Architects, Charles Ward Rapp, Viburnum Press, USA. 

2014 Cool: How Air Conditioning Changed the World, Basil Salvatori, Fordham UP, NYC. 

2014 Historic Dallas Theatres, D Troy Sherrod, IOA. 

2014 Warner Bros: Hollywood's Ultimate Backlot, Steve Bingen, Globe Pequot, USA. 

2015 A Theatre History of Marion Ohio, Scott L Hoffman, History Press, Charleston, SC. 

2015 The Tennessee Theatre (A Grand Entertainment Palace), Jack Neely, Tennessee Historic 

         Theatre Foundation, Knoxville, TN, USA.  

2016 Cincinnati Theatres, Rolfes, Weise & Lind, IOA. 

2016 Historic Movie Houses of Austin; Rittereiser &, Miller, IOA.  

2016 After the Final Curtain, Matt Lambros, Jonglez, USA. 

2016 Kings Theatre (Brooklyn), Matt Lambros, Theatre Historical Society of America, PA. 

2017 Flickering Treasures (Baltimore), Amy Davis, John Hopkins UP. 

2018 Historic Movie Palaces of West Virginia, Kelly Shapiro, IOA. 

2018 Movie Theatres of Washington DC, Headley & Padua, IOA. 

2019 Historic Move Theatres of Delaware, Michael J Nazarewycz, History Press, Charleston. 

2019 After the Final Curtain, Vol.2 (America's Abandoned Theatres), Matt Lambros, 

         Jonglez Publishing, USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOOKS ON AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION 
1952 Father of Air Conditioning, (W H Carrier), Margaret Ingels, Country Life Press, USA. 

1975 Air Conditioning and Ventilation of Buildings, D J Croome-Gale & B M Roberts, 

         Pergamon Press, Oxford. 

1982 Building Services Engineering: A Review of Its Development, N S Billington & 

         B M Roberts, Pergamon Press, Oxford. 

1994 Heat & Cold: Mastering the Great Indoors, Donaldson & Nagengast, ASHRAE, Atlanta. 

1996 The Legend of York International, Jeffrey L Rodengen, Write Stuff  Enterprises, 

         Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  

1998 Air Conditioning America, Gail Cooper, John Hopkins UP.  

2000 The Comfort Makers (270 Mini-Biographies), Brian Roberts, ASHRAE, Atlanta.  

2010 Cold Comfort: America's Romance with Air Conditioning, Marsha E Ackerman, 

         Smithsonian Books, Washington, DC. 

2012 Weathermakers to the World, Carrier (United Technologies), USA. 

2020 Adventures in Heat & Cold: Men and Women Who Made Your Lives Better, 

         Bernard A Nagengast & Randy C Schrecengost, ASHRAE, Atlanta.  

2020 20th Century Air Conditioning, David Arnold, ASHRAE, Atlanta. 

 

See Also: 
1925 Theatre Cooling, Carrier Engineering Corporation (Brochure) 

2019 Historic Theatres and their impact on air conditioning today, Roger Crane, 

         ASHRAE Journal, December.  

 

Websites 
cinematreasures.org  

hevac-heritage.org   

historictheatres.org    

losangelestheatres.blogspot 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE COOLING PROBLEM 
 

 
 

Typical Hollywood Studio with lights and equipment in the 1950s (actually Paramount's "Sunset Boulevard") 

 
The early movie studios were not air conditioned, but could get very hot due to the southern California 

climate and the heat added by the batteries of Klieg studio lights. Ventilation and air movement could be 

maintained by large mobile propeller fans. The fan noise was not a problem in the era of the silent film. This 

all changed with the introduction of the talkies, because during a "live take" unwanted background noise was 

not acceptable with the result that actors and crew got very uncomfortable. Both were more fortunate in the 

early days of TV production as certainly from the 1960s many television studios were air conditioned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



A SOLUTION TO THE COOLING PROBLEM? 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

There are many photographs of movie studios in use, filled with actors and crew, huge cameras, microphones, 

sound equipment and complex lighting, but any showing mobile ventilating fans have not been located. 

 

However, the above still from  the famous musical "Singing in the Rain" (an MGM movie) does show in the 

right background one such fan. 


