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WARNER THEATRES

LOS ANGELES & CALIFORNIA

PART TWO

Seating capacity after name

1924 Forum, Los Angeles, 1766
1925 Warner Egyptian, Uptown, 900
1928 Warner Hollywood, 2756
1929 Warner Downtown, 2200
1930 Warner Huntingdon Park, 1468
1931 Warner Beverly Hills, 1500
1931 Warner Grand, San Pedro, 1598

1931 Warner, Wilshire Boulevard 2344

NOTE: Theatres may change their names and/or the number of seats or be renovated or change use.
Photographs are from [1] cinematreasures.org and [2] losangelestheatres.blogspot, many appear on both sites.
Other sources are as noted. Photos of M&E equipment are from [2] and often show a mix of original equipment
and/or that later added.



FORUM LOS ANGELES

OPENED 1924

SEATING CAPACITY 1766
OPERATOR Warner
ARCHITECT Edward J Borgmeyer
STATUS Closed

LIGHTING



Forum, Los Angeles
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Forum, Los Angeles
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Forum, Los Angeles
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Forum, Los Angeles
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Forum, Los Angeles

Ac:eunpartnﬁa ane raciLimies of the Forum Building for the
praogramming of group activities of either a religious or secular organization are un-

matched in any aother structure available within metcopolitan Los Angeles.

Beautiful in design. substantial In construction . ., artistically decorated and conven-
iently arranged . ., the building is in magnificent condition. It is ready for immediate
accupancy and utilization

Aceguisition of this exceptional ediffice will enable your organization to aveid the many
problems attending all construction eforts under present conditions. High labor costs,
material shortages and restrictions are all surmounted with the purchase of this nearly-

new custom-built structure,

Ventilation, heating and electrical systems of the building are of the Eness. and in prime

condition. The building can be maintained at minimum cost.

Adequate parking facilities are available.

S Ron D W, M COUECTION

Floor plans and a section were included in a 25 page early 50s brochure that's now in the Ronald W.
Mahan collection. It's reproduced down at the bottom of this page.

The theatre's lighting was discussed in "Life o' the Show-House: Light," an article by Nellie Barnard
Parker from the publication "Light" that was reprinted in the February 19, 1927 issue of Exhibitors
Herald. It's on Internet Archive. Ms. Parker comments:

"Here is a place of restful charm -- that is, if you crave languishment -- accentuated by careful
lighting that has prompted over 200 letters from enthusiastic patrons during the past year. ...
Concrete pillars and urns along both the side walls give a feeling of space to the panorama of Grecian
scenes painted upon the walls. The audience experiences the sense of looking between colonnades
upon a vast and beautiful country. Forty 1000-watt spots above the canopy ceiling illuminate these
walls from above and a three-colored lighting system hidden behind a low baluster enables the
electrician to obtain marvelous effects on these scenic walls. Colored lights in the urns give the
appearance of burning insence. Four hundred 60-watt cove-lighting lamps and other sources and
'spots' placed to judicious advantage, all operated by a splendidly equipped switchboard, help to
make this show-house one of the show places of Los Angeles."




Forum, Los Angeles
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APPROXIMATE TOTAL
MAIN PLOOR .

EHOWING AUXILIARY AUDITORUM CHAPEL, PROMENADE,
ROOM, ELEVATOR LOBEY, KITCHEN AND LOUNGES.

THIRD FLOOR PLAN




-

FIRST RUNT PICTURE 243
MATINEES SAT. SUN. THURS. §

EGYPTIAN UPTOWN
LOS ANGELES

OPENED 1925
Not to be confused with the famous
Grauman's Egyptian

SEATING CAPACITY 900
OPERATOR Warner
ARCHITECT Kenneth & Gordon
STATUS Closed

LIGHTING






Egyptian, Uptown
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Egyptian, Uptown

PHYLLIS HAVER = ROBERT ARMSTRONG
““THE SHADY LADY"




Egyptian, Uptown

(The Architectural Digest)



Egyptian, Uptown
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Egyptian, Uptown

TINIT. "A&"
(AT P

COMPACT
FARKDNG |

UNIT 2B~
(L2050 5. T, 23

3 CTMPALCT

| & STAMDAND FARKENI | PARKING

UMIT "C" 8 X UNIT “C" @ THEATER
HETLDEE0 FT. a) tﬁm%‘”’l‘h e a8 3 T £

TOTAL :

{11, 28000 5. FT. £1

% §—— | BATANDAAD PARKDNG

; 5 |mecr | . 3 .
| UNFF-"E" I POsTR | )
| LA . B : W FTANTARR B,
_— \ \

UNET--"F
LA ), FT 6

[=]
=
=
[
=
,
=4
o
-
Q
o

UMTF--G"

{XAQLID M. 1.2 T A

14 ETANDARE FARRESG

LINIT-"H™ T / / !
(1A1200 50 FE 21 3 A y A 4 1 STARDARIVPARKING

USIT--"T"
128500 5, T 1)

UNEE T ; . ] 4
DA BT | < o BATANDARD PARKING :I

FRCFERTY LK

ROOSEVELT AVENUE




P
(1]
5
P
A
L
T
E
L
E
G

P
A
P
H

=) L
. —

WARNER HOLLYWOOD
LOS ANGELES

OPENED 1928
SEATING CAPACITY 2756
OPERATOR Warner
ARCHITECT G Albert Landsburgh
STATUS Closed

HVAC&R and ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Ammonia (NH3) refrigeration with spray washer
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Warner, Hollywood
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Warner, Hollywood
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for the dimmers behind your switchhoard are the heart of your
lighting control hoard.

C-H "Sdmpliciey” Dimmers were the chodee of leading showmen
before the beginning of moton picreres, Even then C-H Dimmers
had salved dhe p|'-:'|h-|.;|r| |.'.-|'__.".|'.-'.; bevleis control foe all theaorical Iighl:inp.
:-I':I'-:-n_'l:s.anIﬂ.:.:,f:-.;p-f.'icﬂ cod showmen CVEEYW here select C-H IMmmers
because the same principles of dimmer construction—improved and
perfected to mest the demands of modern presentations—insure the
best resules from their Ii_|_:hl::'n_|:; £ pment.

C-H Dimimers are compact and exsy 1o iostall. A special base con-
SEFUCTicn I'n_-Ip;, 10 previn hurnauts, DHrecr rack and pini-.'.-n drive
combined with double the number of contacrs prevents “FﬂJ.':"“ o
backlash and insures velvetsmooth blends of light—from full in-
tensity o hlack our

C-H Dimmers are made for long, continuous seevice in your thearer
regardless of its searting capacity or decerative schemae, They can casily
e :-tll:l.l:":l-l_'ﬂ o your fisniere neceds,

Ask your architect or elecirician about C-H Dhmmers and see that
they are installed on the switchboard you buy, ¥Wrie foe the C-H
Booklet, “LHlumination Control for the Modeen Theates",
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Warner, Hollywood

Main electrical switchboard



Warner, Hollywood

Later refrigeration compressors, believed to date from 1980s



Warner, Hollywood

Refrigeration plant room

Spray type air washer



Warner, Hollywood

Control panel for mechanical equipment



Warner, Hollywood

Fan room

Another view of fan room



Warner, Hollywood

Main boilers

Projection booth
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. TN Pantages Theatre; Seventh

WARNER DOWNTOWN
LOS ANGELES

OPENED 1929
Previously PANTAGES in 1920

SEATING CAPACITY 2200
OPERATOR Warner
ARCHITECT B Marcus Priteca

STATUS Part Jewellery Store

LIGHTING



Warner, Downtown
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Warner, Downtown




, Downtown

2
Q
‘
=
®
1

wARNER |

L4 IJOWNTDWN ‘T. ”::* ECHNICOLOR SHE ADVENTURES. Of

S e [ i DVENTURES OF v CAROL FLYNN - OLIVI]
Tl o THEATRE REC3IN HOOD BASIL RATHRONS

lllmul."i-




Warner, Downtown
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Warner, Downtown
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Warner, Downtown




Warner, Downtown
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WARNER HUNTINGDON PARK
LOS ANGELES

OPENED 1930
SEATING CAPACITY 1468
OPERATOR Warner
ARCHITECT B Marcus Priteca
STATUS Closed

LIGHTING



Warner, Huntingdon Park
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Warner, Huntingdon Park




Warner, Huntingdon Park
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Warner, Huntingdon Park
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Ultra-Modern Is How Warners
Describe Plans for West Coast

Wide Film, the Acwme in Sonnd Reproduction Among
Constrnction Problems These Theatres Will Enconnter

e most modern
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Both theatres will be built to ac-
commaodate the new large screens, identi
cal with those which will shortly he in
vse in Warners” largest Eastern theatres
Plans for both have been drawn by E
Marcus Mriteca of Los Angeles.
Warnera' Beverly Hills theatre will be

the next addition to the rapidly expamd-

ing chain on the Coast, Warner Brothers

Pacific Coxzt Thealres has :'|L"l:|'|:il.'r.‘l'| from

. Harley J. Hoyt, the property
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a 2,000-zeat deluxe theatre covering
thie entire site.

This will be the third new theatre in
thee grenter Los Angeles distriet to be put
into construction by the Warners imme

as n|:|_|', a few ||<|1.'q A0 1|:lr‘y an-

I that work weild start at ence on
deluxe theatres in Huntington Park and
San Pedro.

The Beverly Hills theatre will house
all Warner and First National pictures.
The theatre, while not quite as commodi-
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WARNER BEVERLY HILLS
LOS ANGELES

OPENED 1931
SEATING CAPACITY 1500
OPERATOR Warner
ARCHITECT B Marcus Priteca
STATUS Demolished

LIGHTING



Warner, Beverly Hills

Ware Wanamaler
Bevenly Hills Fiatorical Society




Warner, Beverly Hills




Warner, Beverly Hills

Rita Hayworth out walking with the Warner Theatre behind



Warner, Beverly Hills




Warner, Beverly Hills
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Beverly Hills
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Warner, Beverly Hills




Warner, Beverly Hills




Warner, Beverly Hills

- @3 WARNER. BROK.
© T BEVERLY HILLS
e p Cheatre

INAUGURAL
PROGRAM




Warner, Beverly Hills

Demolished
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WARNER GRAND
SAN PEDRO, LOS ANGELES

OPENED 1931
SEATING CAPACITY 1598
OPERATOR Warner
ARCHITECT B Marcus Priteca

STATUS Open

THE WARNER GRAND IS FEATURED IN PART-4



LA.-20 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD NEAR WESTERN, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

EA-HIEIL

WARNER LOS ANGELES

OPENED 1931
Original name WILTERN

SEATING CAPACITY 2344
OPERATOR Warner
ARCHITECT G Albert Landsburgh
STATUS

HVAC and ELECTRICAL SEVRICES
Evaporative cooling air washer
No refrigeration



Warner, Wilshire Blvd
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Warner, Wilshire Blvd




Warner, Wilshire Blvd

1931 switchboard



Warner, Wilshire Blvd

Under the inner lobby: mechanical room. The green switchboard at left is a 1931 piece of gear serving
three phase mechanical loads. Take a left beyond it and you're around with the supply fan and air
washer. In the center of the photo are the theatre's water heater and furnace.




Warner, Wilshire Blvd

Under the south walkway: the chiller room. These units were added during the 1984-85 renovation




Warner, Wilshire Blvd

Basement house left: in the plenum under the main floor. The chillers and main supply fan are farther
back under the lobby at the rear of the main floor. Supply air originally came up into the auditorium
from this area via mushrooms under the seats. There are now grilles integrated into the terraces that
were installed on the main floor in 2002.




KNOWLES MUSHROOM AIR: DIFFUSERS

FOR AUDITORIUMS

These three facts refer to the three results
obtained by the use of the Knowles Notch un-
derseat mushrooms in auditoriums

I—Delightful Comfort insured to the occupants

of scats

2—Uniform distribution of Fresh Air either cool
Or warm

3—Compliance with the laws of nature and of
man

KNOWLES MUSHROOM
VENTILATOR (0.

202 Franklin St. New York

KU FFM Kauﬁnj;zczzj (Bsiﬂusers

HAVE BEEN IN USE IN
: : Some of America’s Pinest I heatres

b T el - — Simple to Install—Low in Price

: Graduated Air Control

AMERICAN METAL PRODUCTS CORP.

AIR DIFFUSERS . S5T. LOUIS, U.S. A.

Figure 11-44 Srnall floor registers, conmmonly known as mushrooms, were used in halls and theaters after 1910 for upward
air distribution. Such outlets proved unsatisfactory for cooling purposes (from The Heating and Ventilating Magazine,
June 1929 and January 1925).




Warner, Wilshire Blvd

Under the rear of the main floor: the air washer/supply fan. Originally there was no air conditioning at
the Wiltern -- just evaporative cooling provided by passing the air from the main supply fan at left
through a mist of cold water provided by a bank of nozzles. Chillers were added during the 1985
restoration and the water nozzle array was replaced by cooling coils.




Warner, Wilshire Blvd

(Original air washer for evaporative cooling)




Warner, Wilshire Blvd

Main exhaust fan
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Upstairs fan room



Warner, Wilshire Blvd
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Basement stage right: the dimmer room. We're underneath the nook offstage right where the
dimmerboard used to be. This room, the clapper room, held a bank of relays to switch various stage
and house lighting circuits. In the center are two switchboard sections for stage power distribution




Warner, Wilshire Blvd

Projection booth
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LOS ANGELES NEWEST PERFORMING ARTS CENTER




