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WARNER THEATRES

EAST COAST USA

PART THREE

Seating capacity after name

1924 Warner, New York, 1322
1929 Warner, Atlantic City, 4189
1929 Beacon, New York, 3154
1930 Hollywood, New York, 1603
1930 Warner, West Chester, PA, 1626
1934 Stanley, Philadelphia, 4717

1934 Stanley, Baltimore, 4000

Note that theatres may change their names and/or the number of seats or be renovated or change use
Photographs are from cinematreasures.org or as otherwise noted
All photographs, drawings and advertisements of refrigeration and air conditioning
equipment are from CIBSE Heritage Group Archives
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WARNER NEW YORK

OPENED 1924
SEATING CAPACITY 1322
OPERATOR Warner Bros.
ARCHITECT Orlando & Schloss
STATUS Closed

Air Conditioning Wittenmeier Machine Company
Refrigeration Carbon Dioxide (€CO2) equipment



Warner, New York
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Warner Brothers present...

b R

(The Movie magazine, Issue 1, Orbis Publishing, London 1979)

At the 1927 opening of "Don Juan" (the first Vitaphone part-talking movie) the canopy
over Warner's New York Theatre is strung with icicles and carries the slogan
"Refrigerated Washed- Air"



Warner, New York

Ventilation

Complete Air Conditioning Installations
Cooling—Refrigerating—Washing

HEREVER comfort and efficiency re-
quire cooled or refrigerated air, Witten-
meier-Vitolyzed-Alr equipment delivers if.

In hundreds of theatres, hotels, clubs, res-
taurants, apartment houses, schools, hespitals,
and industrial plants our installations give
perfect service.

Simple in design, construction and in opera-
tion, once installed they become almost auto-
Wittenmeier Horizontal Compressor CO2 matie, requiring 2 minimum of time on the
part of mechanic or engineer.

Sf e Reprasentative No matter what problem of cooling or re-

Installations ; : .
frigeration presents itself to you, we have

CAPITOL THEATRE, New York, N. Y. 3 i 4 7 A
WARNER BROS. THEA;RE.O'I{':: 'I‘Zrk. N. Y. bomEt}m?’ SOTTieVb. here f?ced and S.Ol‘ ed i prc.,b
KEITH'S FORDHAM, New York, N. Y. lem similar in its main essentials—and in-
LOEW'S NEW ROCHELLE, New Rochrelle, N. Y.
FOX ACADEMY OF MUSIC. New York N. Y. stalled the necessary apparatus.
UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE, Los Angcles, Calil.
HETROPQ!#EQP;L'E‘HEATRE. solr:l:m+ Mazs. O = 3 2 F %

N i rk, N. Y. i { H S T -
EGHISTEMELE, Haw Yool ur experience is at your service. Full in
MASONIC TEMPLE, Kansas City, Ma. formation supplied gladly upon request.

ILLINOIS ATHLETIC CLUB, Chicago, IlI.

UNION LEACUE CLUB, Chicago, IIL

N. Y. COUNTY COURT HOUSE, New York, N. Y.
FEDERAL RESERVE BANK, Chicago, IIL

U. 5. NAYAL HOSPITALS, San Diege, Calif.

CONCOURSE PLAZA APTS.. Now Yerk, N. Y.

RALEIGH APTS., New York, N. Y.

WEYLIN HOTEL, New York. N. Y.

MONTAUKX POINT HOTEL., Montauk Paint, N. Y.
RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL, Boston, Mass.

NEW BEDFORD HOTEL., New Bediord, Mass.
AMBASSADOR HOTEL, Chicago, 111

WINDERMERE HOTEL, Chicago, IlL

AUGUSTINIAN FATHERS, Staten Ialand, N. Y.

BOARD OF EDUCATION, Chicago, ML

N. Y. TELEPHONE COMPANY, New York, N. Y.
NATIONAL CITY BANK, New York, N. Y.

WRIGLEY BUILDING, Chicaze, Il

TRIBUNE BUILDING, Chicago, 111

KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL, Brooklya, N. Y.

CITY OF NEW YORK NURSES' HOME, Wellare laland, N. Y.
NORTH COMMUNITY HOSFITAL. Glen Cove, N. Y.
MICHIGAN CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL. Detroit, Mich.
ILLINOIS CENTRAL R. R. HOSPITAL, Paducah, Ky. -

NORTHERN PACIFIC HOSPITAL, St. Paul, Minn, . ik )

LUCKEY PLATT DEPT. STORE, Pourhkeepsic, N. Y. Air washer and eliminator as inatalled by
HORNE DEFPT. STORE, Pittsburzgh, Pa. Wittenmaeier- Vitolyzed-Air
CURTISS CANDY CO., Chicago, IIL

ALBERT PICK & CO., Chicago, Il

TRIANON BALLROOM, Chicago, 1l

One Contract---One Responsibility

WITTENMEIER —VITOLYZED-AIR

1926 BROADWAY—NEW YORK CITY

1927




The Carbonic Anhydride
System of Refrigeration

GIVES THE BEST ECONOMY AND EFFI-
CIENCY WITH SAFETY IN OPERATION

No Odor No Explosions

OUR MARINE AND LAND TYPE MACHINES
QPERATING IN HUNDREDS OF PLANTS GIVE
BEST RESULTS EVER CBTAINED. = %

KRGESCHELL BROS. ICE MACHINE CO.

29.39 Erie Streot CHICAGO, ILL.
Write for Catalog

1904

KROESCHELL

CARBONIC ANHYDRIDE SYSTEM

% %

SAFE FOR
o . ICE MAKING
ECONOMICAL g Pl
EFFICIENT REFRIGERATION

Catalog And Information On Request

KROESCHELL BROS. ICE MACHINE CO.

MAIN OFFICE AND WORKS EASTERN OFFICE
472 W. ERIE ST., CHICAGO, ILL 30 CHURCH ST. NEW YORK. N. ¥

1920

Frederick Wittenmeier was Chief Engineer for Kroeschell Bros. before setting up his own Company




{No Model.) 3 Sheets—Sheet

J. SEDLACEEK.
AEFRIGERATING MACHINE.

No. 602,199, Patented Apr. 12, 1898.
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Kroeschell Bros. introduced CO2 machines into the U.S.A after securing the European Patents



Examples of Kroeschell/Wittenmeier CO2 machines used in the air conditioning of movie theatres
Note the characteristic huge flywheels, part of the compressor drive system



Warner, New York
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Warner, New York

WarNER BroO=. have
Thearre on Broadway near 52nd Streer. Tt is
now WARNERS THEATRE, the MNew York home
of Wamer Classics of the Soreen. The stape snd
orchestra pit bave boen enlarped snd moderedsed
ahd every improvesent mede that could add to
the comfor and enfoyment of guesis and o the
perfect of the finmst screen eater-
tminment in the city.

The new WARNERS THEATRE introduces many
exceptional features, Charming homesses will
welcome you with & smile=direct you to a seat-
o everythieg peasible to make you feel at home.

The new WARNIRS orchestra bs wnder the per- [ [ |
sonal direction of Himsias HeLLER of California

—the grestest leader bn nsodon plotare muosic in |
America. -

ing Today with_ *
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4 ' “Warner Biros. new mile-z-menure melodrama of
:'ﬁ | awerpowering realism, with MoNTE BLUE
,_?-,.':" Come to the new WARNERS THEATRE-enjoy its
S o wonderfal entertainment-its enchanting masic=
| A distiective hospitality and the matchess now
S0 Warner Classics of the Sereen.

The Home

RBR(

ol the Screen
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Warner, New York




WARNER ATLANTIC CITY

OPENED 1929
SEATING CAPACITY 4189
OPERATOR WARNER Bros.
ARCHITECT Hoffman & Henon
STATUS Demolished



Warner, Atlantic City

_THEATRE AT
KENTUCKY AVE

LLING CHAIR PARADE. WINTER SCENE. ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.




Warner, Atlantic City




Atlantic City

14

Warner
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in TIGER. R.OSE

BEACON NEW YORK

OPENED 1929
SEATING CAPACITY 3154
OPERATOR Warner Bros.
ARCHITECT Thomas W Lamb
STATUS Open

THIS THEATRE IS FEATURED IN PART FOUR



HOLLYWOOD NEW YORK

OPENED 1930
SEATING CAPACITY 1603
OPERATOR Warner Bros.
ARCHITECT Walter W Ahlschlager
STATUS Open

LIGHTING



Hollywood, New York




Hollywood, New York
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WARNER WEST CHESTER

OPENED 1930
SEATING CAPACITY 1626
OPERATOR Warner Bros.
ARCHITECT Rapp & Rapp
STATUS Demolished



Warner, West Chester
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Warner, West Chester
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Warner, West Chester




Warner, West Chester
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Warner, West Chester

al Promational Saction

HAIN |_IHE TUDAY
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FROM WRARNER THEATRE TO HOTEL WAR

HLSD

ON THE EDGE OF BATTLE, WEST CHESTER AND THE CIVIL WAR
A NEW EXHIBIT AT CHESTER COUNTY HISTORICAE SQCIETY

SHOPPING = DINING =EVENTS =LODGING

DIRECTORY AND MAPS




MASTBAUM and
STANLEY-WARNER

Jules E. Mastbaum

Jules Ephraim Mastbaum
July 7, 1872
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Died December 8, 1926 (age 54)
Nationality American
Education B.A. University of Pennsylvania

Occupation Movie theater owner

Spouse(s) Efta Wedell Mastbaum

Children Peggy Solomon

Parent(s) Fannie Ephraim Mastbaum
Levi Mastbaum

Mastbaum was born to a Jewish family in Philadelphia in 1872, the son of Fannie (née Ephraim) and Levi Mastbaum.['] He had one brother,
Stanley V. Mastbaum; and two sisters who both married sons of Adam Gimbel, the founder of Gimbels department store, Minnie Mastbaum
Gimbel (married to Ellis A. Gimbel Sr.); and Julia Mastbaum Gimbel (married to Louis Stanley Gimbel).[21] He attended public schools and the
Central Manual School, earning a scholarship to the University of Pennsylvania where he graduated with a degree in Finance [l After school, he
took a job as a clerk at the Gimbels department store in Danville, lllinois after which he was transferred to their Milwaukee store and then to their
Philadelphia store where he became Gimbels' European representative earning $7,500 per annum, then Gimbel's highest salary.[']

Mastbaum began investing in real estate by purchasing Felix Isman's portfolio with his brother Stanley and Alfred W. Fleisher as partners forming
the firm Mastbaum Brothers and Fleisher.['l He opened the first nickelodeon in Philadelphia at an empty storefront at 8th and Market and he then
went on to purchase the Regent Theatre in 1911 [T He successively began to purchase more theatres with his company Motion Picture
Company of America which he changed to Central Market Street Company and then Stanley Company of America in honor of his brother who
died in 1918.1 In 1918, the company operated thirty-four theatres; in May 1926, an $80,000,000 merger added two hundred and twenty-five
theatres to his chain and the Stanley Company of America became the largest theatre chain in the world.[]

After his death in 1926, his wife assumed control of Stanley Company of America.l4]

(Wikipedia)




MASTBAUM and
STANLEY-WARNER

Located at the northwest comer of N. 20th Street and Market Street. The Mastbaum
Theatre was the largest and most lavish movie palace ever in Philadelphia. With 4,717
seats, it was the 8th largest, and one of the grandest in the United States. Its grandeur
impressed Hollywood studios, and helped put Philadelphia on the national movie map for
releases. It was also a "White Elephant’, closed more often than it was open. It was too
huge and expensive to operate, and a bit too far away from the subway.

Jules Mastbaum, president of the Stanley Company, planned the Jules Theatre, but he
died. Warner Bros. took over the Stanley Company and with Philadelphia theatre
architects Hoffman-Henon Co._, built the Mastbaum Memarial Theatre in his memaory.

Costing five and a half million dollars to build, the Mastbaum Theatre’s interior was
incredibly lavish, with marble, murals, gold leaf, leaded glass, tapestries, statues,
paintings, and Czechoslovakian and other crystal chandeliers. A Carriage Lobby led to the
Grand Lobby, which had a Fountain Lobby. There was a Grand Foyer, a main lounge
downstairs, and elevators to all & levels. The auditorium had three balconies, a 4-manual
Wurlitzer organ which was opened by organist Stuart Barrie, and both the largest
chandelier and the largest fire curtain in Philadelphia. A detailed description by Irvin R.
Glazer appeared in Marquee Vol 7, No 1(1975) of the Theatre Historical Society,
republished in Vol 37, No 2(2005).

The Stanley Theatre was one of the major motion picture palaces of Philadelphia. This
was the second theatre named after Stanley Mastbaum, the late president of the Stanley
Co. (which later became Stanley Warner). The original Stanley Theatre's name was
changed to Stanton Theatre (and later Milgram Theatre). The Stanley Theatre opened
January 28, 1921 with Cecil B. DeMille’s “Forbidden Fruit” starring Agnes Ayres. Designed
by architectural firm Hoffman-Hennon Co., the lobby was 72 feet by 26 feet, lined with
rose Travertine marble and had a polychrome vaulted ceiling. The auditorium was in an
Adam style design in shades of old rose and ivory. The Stanley Theatre opened with
3,000 seats, but with reseating gradually brought it down to 2,916. The original screen
was only twelve feet by sixteen feet. There was a 3 manual, 21 rank Kimball organ.

Jules Mastbaum, who succeeded his brother as president of the Stanley Company, made
this theatre into a leading centre for operas and movies. Silent pictures were accompanied
by a 55 piece symphony orchestra, the city's best after the Philadelphia Orchestra (which
itself performed once in 1923). The orchestra also played concerts. The stage shows were
the city’s best, with stars of stage, screen and radio.

(cinematreasures.org)




STANLEY PHILADELPHIA

OPENED 1934
SEATING CAPACITY 4717
OPERATOR Stanley-Warner
ARCHITECT Hoffman & Henon

STATUS Demolished

Air Conditioning York Ice Machinery Corporation
Refrigeration Carbon Dioxide (€CO2) equipment



Stanley, Philadelphia

Peiember 29, 1938
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jiving Even Greater Assurance
of Success
to These Fine Theatres

YORK AIR COOLING
And CONDITIONING
EQUIPMENT
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Typical York air conditioning plant of about 1932
Showing spray-type air washer and associated chilled water piping and pumps
(The Legend of York International)



Stanley, Philadelphia

Design drawing for the Mastbaum




Stanley, Philadelphia
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Masthaum welcomes | FRS
you. Dazzling entertain- | Y
% | meat! Deligheful guiery " | R
ol Besssiful gicls. Fumous | =
%|| wars. Tantalizing music.
' Super-flm features,
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MASNTBAUM

"SHOWPLACE of the WORLD"
TWENTIETH & MARKET STREETS

GALA OPENING ;.. THURSDAY, FEERUAR}" 28th




Stanley, Philadelphia

All Pl'lflldllpl\ii Awaits the Opcm'ng

MASTBAUM

"eSHOWPLACE of r4e JYORLD"
TWENTIETH & MARKET 5TS.

OP«I Thursday. February tath,
themest magnihcent theatre in
Amenica throws open ity wele
coming doors to an endhanted
public. Such lavish splendoe!
Such architecrural beauty!
Such luxuty of appointment!

Coet ready Tor thin bin event.
The epening of the magnif=
ieent Masthaum marks the

beginning of a new era in
theatre eriertainment.

C'men Philadelphia
CRAND OPENING
Thursday, Feb. 26th

'




Stanley, Philadelphia




Stanley, Philadelphia




Stanley, Philadelphia
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Stanley, Philadelphia
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STANLEY BALTIMORE

OPENED 1934
SEATING CAPACITY 4000
OPERATOR Stanley-Warner
ARCHITECT Hoffman & Henon

STATUS Demolished

Air Conditioning York Ice Machinery Corporation
Refrigeration Carbon Dioxide (€CO2) equipment



Stanley, Baltimore

1720 : s o
Motion Picture News

)
ondilioned lir ~as Clean
and Pure as aTlleadow Breege

Partial Tist of York
Conditioned Theatres

The World, . b . .Omaha, Nel.

Riveli..... . Muncie, Ind,

Lawndale..  ...... .. Chicage, IIL

FoX-BoXF.....o0vune Wasbington, D. C.

Coconnt Grove . ....Cocomut Grove, Fla.

Candler. .coov v cmeemansion Atlanta, Ga.

Rochester. _...... .. .Rochester, N. ¥.

Stapley. ... caen Baltimore, Md.

Stanley..ccver conen Tittsbuxrgh, Pa.

Stanley........ . _Philadelphla, Pa. o P
ERIIE. o vake Simieis Philadclphia, Pa. S8 B
Earle ..... . Washington, D. C. COI‘ONIALTH m'l{t
Indiana. . . Indfanapolis, Ind. ALLENTOWN

Wiater Garden 2 New ¥York, N. ¥. PA.

Brate: cecsaens +.....Baston, Pa.

Cotomial. ,...... . ..Allentown, Pa.

. «..Reading, Pa.

. . Boston, Mass. s

- Newark, N. 3, AIR Conditioning—what is it? There was a time when the three
New York, N. Y. or four torrid months of the year were the showman’s nemesis.

it : ‘;:Vm‘::’::s e Now with scientific air conditioning and cooling for the theatre this
Palace..... Cleveland, Ohio period of the year can be turned into months of satisfactory profit.
Chester. . .. .. New York, N. ¥.

Cumeo..... New York, N. ¥. The flow, or motion of the air, as well as its humidity and tem-
é\::::imn., S ul{io;:;lsx'e.s.\’; perature are now brought together at what is termed the comfort
i Hashvitie, Menn. point. Ience, regardless of outside temperature conditions, it is
Richmond _Richmond, Ind. now possible to maintain within the theatre a condition of air which
Rose Maric . New York, K. ¥. 1s satisfying to the patron.

York conditioned theatres are popular houses—old man
summer slump is a stranger at their doors.

How about investigating the application of York equip-

ment to your house. Now is the time; just return the at-
tached coupon and have us tell you the story.

ICE MACHINERY CORPORATION ~. . . .




Stanley, Baltimore

Pieture

chine 1z wale,
In operation,

of capacities,

IR Roputation

is founded On years and facts |

For nearly fifty years. the York orzaniza.
ation: bas specialized in the desizgne manu-

facture  and installation of  refrigerating

cquipment For every commereial and indns-

1rial purpase,

Iive  Deen, aml are being

York

aduepted by Beaders of the various industries

=yslens
having  use Tor seientifically  regulated  re-

friceration,

A\ reputation founded on years and facts

Lias been establizhed.

The theawre operator today realizes the vital
importance of air conditioning as applicd to
motion picture honses.  Theatres so equipt
vertainly make a stronger bid for patronage.
In the Tinal analysis an air conditioning

system s a matter of good business,

York equipt houses are numerons—=uhe list

is prowing—ihey are profitable liouses,

Let the worlds largest organization of re-
frigerating engineers figure on your require-

s,

Y O R K

A —_— -»g‘__(_—)

ICE MACHINERY CORPORATION
Y

[ 2N M 2 E N N_A
| e -r{ Fv——'—

L AT

The FTark carhbon dioxils
COMPTEREOS. This  ma-
wddarienn
and pracileally neiseless
It is gar
pished in a wide range




Stanley, Baltimore




Stanley, Baltimore




Stanley, Baltimore

The start of demolition



Stanley, Baltimore
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