
 

 
 

Pentonville Cell drawing (signed Major Jebb c.1840): warm air (right) and foul air flues (left) 

with wash basin and WC; lighting by gas.  
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MARSHALSEA PRISON, SOUTH LONDON 
BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK 

 

 
 

1373-1842: originally a notorious private prison subjecting debtors to an extortion racket 

 before being taken over and closed by the Government. Demolished in 1870. 
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GAOLERS, NEWGATE PRISON, 
CITY OF LONDON 
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CLERKENWELL PRISON, LONDON 
MIDDLESEX HOUSE OF CORRECTION 

 

  
 

Convicts working the treadwheel, c.1870s. 
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COUNTY GAOL, BODMIN, CORNWALL 
 

 
. 

 
 

1799: John Call's early plan for a County Gaol. 

Both plans show closets, baths and ovens. 
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HORFIELD PRISON, BRISTOL 
 

 
 

 
 

1883: Wing shown originally for women prisoners. Now Bishopston Prison.  

Note the unusual external window shading devices. 
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BRIXTON PRISON, SOUTH LONDON 
 

 
 

1921: Cost £52,000, 175 prisoners. Picture centre- Laundry with chimney stack. 

 

 
 

The Nursery with heating from an open (guarded) fireplace (left). 
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BRIXTON PRISON, SOUTH LONDON 
 

 
 

 
 

The Ironing Room with gas lighting (right-hand wall). 
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CONVICT PRISON, CHATHAM, KENT 
 

 
 

1856: Cells were constructed of corrugated iron (The Illustrated London News, 9 March 1861). 

 

 
 

Josiah Jebb's T-shaped block plan (Extended in 1866 by addition of a new cell block). 
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CONVICT PRISON, CHATHAM, KENT 
 

 
 

Section through the Convict Prison. 
 

 

 

 

 
 



<12> 
 

COLDBATH FIELDS, LONDON 
MIDDLESEX HOUSE OF CORRECTION  

 

 
 

Bird's-eye view of prison in 1788 from a book of 1862. 

Designed as a "House of Correction" by Jacob Leroux in 1788. 
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COLDBATH FIELDS, LONDON 
MIDDLESEX HOUSE OF CORRECTION 

 

 
 

Convicts at hard labour operating the water-engine, c.1810. 
 

. 
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HOLLOWAY PRISON, WEST LONDON 
  

 
 

Photograph   of 1896. 
 
 

 
 

Undated Victorian photograph. 
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LEWES PRISON, EAST SUSSEX 
 

 
 

View of A-Wing, built 1852-53, D.R. Hill. 

"At Lewes, where four boilers were ordered in March 1852 (from G & J Haden) a total of 

£1814 3s was spent on ventilation and hot water apparatus". The Haden system required 

one or more plenum towers for the waste air flues. 
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NEWGATE PRISON, LONDON 
CITY OF LONDON  

 

 
 

Drawing of 1777. 

 

 
 

 The interiors were poorly lit and badly ventilated. 
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NEWGATE PRISON, LONDON  
CITY OF LONDON 

 

 
 

Male wing built 1859, photograph c.1900 (after prison was closed).  
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PENTONVILLE PRISON, NORTH LONDON 
 

 
 

Isometric drawing, c.1844, signed by Major Jebb. 

 

 
 

Details of the Haden heating and ventilating system. 

The title block shows Jebb, now a Lt-Colonel. 
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PENTONVILLE PRISON, NORTH LONDON 
 

 
 

The Central Hall (The Illustrated London News, 7 January 1843). 
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PENTONVILLE PRISON, NORTH LONDON 
 

 
 

Author Ken Dale OBE was CIBSE President in 1974 and a member of the Heritage Group. 
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PENTONVILLE PRISON, NORTH LONDON 
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PENTONVILLE PRISON, NORTH LONDON 
 

 
 

Prison Chapel, prisoners held in "Separate System", no communication permitted. 
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PENTONVILLE PRISON, NORTH LONDON 
 

 
 

View of an empty "Separate" cell. 
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PENTONVILLE PRISON, NORTH LONDON 
 

 
 

1840: The heating and ventilation by Major Jebb and G & J Haden. 
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HOUSE OF CORRECTION, SALOP 
SHREWSBURY COUNTY GAOL 

 

 
 

Plan of the Goal & House of Correction (Shropshire Archives). 

G & J Haden received an order for the heating system c.1842. 
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STRANGEWAYS PRISON, MANCHESTER  
 

 
 

General view of F Wing. 

 

 
 

Interior view of Cell Block. 
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STRANGEWAYS PRISON, MANCHESTER  
 

 
 

The detached exhaust tower for the heating and ventilating system. 
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WORMWOOD SCRUBS, WEST LONDON 
 
 

 
 

D Wing, built 1878 by Edmund Du Cane.  
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WORMWOOD SCRUBS, WEST LONDON 
 
 

 
 

Heating, ventilation and sanitation (from papers of A.W. Pullan). 

Shows (see Section) in attic beneath towers are (foul air flues); space between 

basement arches (fresh air); centre "smoke pipe from heating apparatus" 

connecting to right-hand tower, 
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SERVICES IN THE CLINK 
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 SERVICES IN THE CLINK 
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STATE PRISON, AUBURN 
NEW YORK STATE 

 

 
 

The prison was built 1816-25. 

 

 
 

Auburn's galleried cells. 
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STATE PRISON, AUBURN 
NEW YORK STATE 

 

 
 

An early drawing. The prison was dark and  dismal. The cells had no outer windows, 

receiving light from the general areas. 
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EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY  
CHERRY HILL, PHILADELPHIA 

 

 
 

Designed 1825 by John Haviland (print of 1855). 

 

 
 

The prison was built 1829-36 to house 450 prisoners.  An early colour print. 
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EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY  
CHERRY HILL, PHILADELPHIA 

 

 
 

The Prison building: "Considered to be of Architectural significance". 
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EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY  
CHERRY HILL, PHILADELPHIA 

 

 
 

Section and Plan. 
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EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY  
CHERRY HILL, PHILADELPHIA 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Now derelict and unused, but open for tourists.  
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EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY  
CHERRY HILL, PHILADELPHIA 

 

 
 

A crumbling corridor. 
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EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY  
CHERRY HILL, PHILADELPHIA 

 

 
 

Remains of a radial cell wing. 
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ELMIRA REFORMATORY 
NEW YORK STATE 

 
 

 
 

Section showing heating and ventilating arrangements, The design is 

modelled on the Pentonville system (The Sanitary Engineer, 26 April 1883).  
 
 

 
 

An early drawing. 
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ELMIRA REFORMATORY 
NEW YORK STATE 
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STATEVILLE PRISON, CREST HILL 
NEAR CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

Opened 1925, 1500 inmates. The exercise yard with circular prison blocks behind. 

 

 
 

Central guard tower in open internal space surrounded by tiers of cells. 
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STATEVILLE PRISON, CREST HILL 
NEAR CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

Built on the Panopticon system, a design for prisons proposed by the British 

Prison Reformer Jeremy Bentham. 
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