
 
 

Royal Cobourg Theatre (later the Old Vic), London 1818. 
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Lincoln Centre, New York (often called the New Metro). Opened 1966.  

Architect: Harrison & Abramowitz. 
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CANDLELIGHT 
 

 
 

Red Bull Theatre, London with candle footlights and chandeliers on stage. 

                              The Wits, or Sport on Sport, 1672 (Theatre Lighting Before Electricity).  

 

 



CANDLELIGHT 
 

 
 

Medieval entertainment by torch and candlelight, 15th century (Princely Feasts and Festivals).  

 

 

 



LIMELIGHT 
 

 
 

Limelight men operating in the fly-gallery (The Graphic, 1874). 

 

 

 

 



LIMELIGHT 
 

 
 

In the Limelight (The History of Stage and Theatre Lighting). 



GAS LIGHTING 
) 

 
 

Offstage left, view of a gaslit stage (Theatre Lighting before Electricity). 

 



GAS LIGHTING 
 

 
 

Gas lighting backstage at The Theatre Royal, Leicester 1836. 

 (The Development of the English Playhouse). 

 

 

 



GAS LIGHTING 
 

 
 

Theatre Gas Lighting Safety Regulations, issued by the Lord Chamberlain, London 1864. 

 

 



GAS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
 

 
 

Advertisement for Strode & Company (Fires in Theatres, E. M. Shaw, London, 1889). 



APOLLO THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

Apollo Theatre, London 1901 (London's Great Theatres). 

 

 



APOLLO THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 
 



AVALON THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
 

 
 

Avalon Theatre, Los Angeles, California 1929 (The Last Remaining Seats). 

 
 



CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 
 

 
 

Chicago Theatre, Chicago, Illinois, 1921. 

 
 



COLISEUM THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

Opened as the London Coliseum 1904, present name from 1931. 

 



COLISEUM THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

Coliseum, London's largest theatre and one of the first to have electric lighting. 

 



COVENT GARDEN, LONDON 
 

 
 

The second  theatre lit by candles, 1810. 

 

 

 
 

The third Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, London 1858. 



COVENT GARDEN, LONDON 
 

 
 

The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, London, stage lighting and controls (London Theatres).  

 

 

 



CRITERION THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

 
 

Criterion Theatre, London, 1872, reconstructed 1883 and 1903. 

 

 



CRITERION THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

 
 

Criterion Theatre, London, 1872, reconstructed 1883 and 1903. 

 



DUKE OF YORK, LONDON 
 

 
 

Auditorium of the Duke of York's Theatre (photographs from Theatres own website). 

 



EL CAPITAN, LOS ANGELES 
 

 
 

Auditorium El Capitan, Hollywood opened 1926 (American Theatres of Today). 

 

 
 

El Capitan auditorium. 

 



HAYMARKET THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

Theatre Royal Haymarket, 2nd theatre 1821. Architect for exterior John Nash, interior reconstructed. 

 

 
 

Theatre Royal Haymarket (Access Entertainment). 

 



HAYMARKET THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

Auditorium Ceiling (London Theatres). 

 

 
 

Theatre Royal Haymarket (Theatre Crafts). 

 

 



HER MAJESTYS THEATRE, LONDON 
  

 
 

Her Majesty's Theatre view from stage. 

  

 
 

Her Majesty's Theatre, London. Architect: C J Phipps. 

 



KINGS THEATRE, EDINBURGH 
 

 
 

King's Theatre, Edinburgh 1930 (Victorian & Edwardian Theatres). 



LOEWS KINGS THEATRE, NEW YORK 
 

 
 

Loew's Kings Theatre, Brooklyn, opened 1929. view of proscenium arch (Kings Theatre). 

 

 
 

Loew's Kings Theatre, the inner lobby (Kings Theatre). 

Architect: Edwin "Ted" Bullock of Rapp & Rapp. 

 



LOEWS KINGS THEATRE, NEW YORK 
 

 
 

The restored Loew's Kings Theatre (Kings Theatre). 

 

 

 
 

Loew's Kings Theatre, the auditorium restored (Kings Theatre). 

 

 



LOS ANGELES THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
 

 
 

Los Angeles Theatre (The Last Remaining Seats), Chicago, Illinois, 1921. 

Architect: S Charles Lee. 

 



METROPOLITAN OPERA, NEW YORK 
 

 
 

The Old Metro, New York in 1905. Built 1883. Architect: J Cleaveland Cady. 
 

 
 

Concert in the Old Metro.  

 
 



OLD VIC, LONDON 
 

 
 

The Old Vic, London opened as The Royal Coburg Theatre in 1818. 

 

 
 

The Old Vic auditorium. 

 

 



OLD VIC, LONDON 
 

 
 

Audience in the The Old Vic in 2016. 

 

 



ORPHEUM, LOS ANGELES  
 

 
 

Gala Premiere at the Orpheum Theatre, Los Angeles. 

 
 

 
 

Orpheum Theatre, Los Angeles, opened 1926 (Mike Hume's Historic Theatre Photographs).  

 
 



ORPHEUM, LOS ANGELES 
 

 
 

Orpheum Theatre, Los Angeles. Architect: G Albert Lansburgh.  

 



PALACE THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

The Palace Theatre, Cambridge Circus, London. Opened as The Royal English Opera House 1891. 

Architect: Frank Matcham.   
 
 

 
 

Palace Theatre, London (Nimaxtheatres.com). 

 



PALACE THEATRE, LONDON 
 

 
 

The auditorium commissioned by Richard D'Oyly Carte as the home of English opera. 
 

 



PALACE MUSIC HALL, MANCHESTER 
 

 
 

Palace Music Hall, Manchester 1913 (Victorian & Edwardian Theatres). 



PANTAGES, LOS ANGELES 
 

 
 

Pantages lobby 1930 (Historic Theatre Photography). 
 

 
 

Auditorium ceiling lighting Pantages. 

 

 



PALAIS GARNIER, PARIS  
 

 
 

Inauguration of Paris Opera. 



PALAIS GARNIER, PARIS  
 

 
 
 
 



TIVOLI, CHICAGO 
 

 
 

Tivoli Theatre's Music Room, Chicago 1921 (Rapp & Rapp). 

The Grand Staircase and chandeliers (Fine Art America). 
 



TIVOLI, CHICAGO 
 

 
 

Tivoli Theatre's Grand Lobby, Chicago 1921 (Rapp & Rapp). 
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