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Put That In Your Pipe  
 

 
 
 



<3> 
 

Taking The Waters Can Have 

Unfortunate Consequences  
 

 
 

 

Many cartoons and illustrations, dating back some seven hundred years, show that a variety of 

humour has been present in public and private life relating the building engineering services we 

all rely on. These services include cold and hot water supply, heating, ventilation, air 

conditioning, lighting, plumbing and sanitation. There are many more.   

 

The pictures which follow have been collected over some forty-plus years by the Heritage Group 

and are taken from their Archive and website. Some originally appeared in newspapers and 

magazines, on postcards or company advertising material- ranging from Thomas Crapper to 

Carrier Engineering Corporation (e.g. the cartoon strips pages on pages 34 to 44). Other pictures 

have appeared in Heritage Group Publications (The Magic of Hot Water and The Quest for 

Comfort) and even on the covers of the CIBSE Journal. Such is our industry! 

 
 
 
BMR, Budleigh Salterton 2021. 
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How Not to Make a Boiler 1935  
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The Art of Boiler Making 1947 
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A Heated Confrontation  
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In A Heated Debate 1951  
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Principles of Warming 1871  
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Principles Continued 
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Making A Splash at Butlins 1980 
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Heat Recovery In Action 1987 
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Testing the Electric Light 1884 
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Dangers of the Electric Light c.1890 
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Garde L'eau (Middle Ages) 
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Flushed with Pride 
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Collecting Night Soil- Early 1800s 
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When In Rome 1687  
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Rub A Dub-Dub 13c 
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Pour The Hot Water Varlet c.1600  
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A Hot Spring Bath 1687  
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Pleasures of Mixed Bathing 1470  
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Bathing: Amorous Indiscretions 15c 
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A Pleasant Soak   
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The Noble Life Outdoors 16c 
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A New Cock Wanted 1730  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



<26> 
 

Clean Hands And Hearts  
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Say It With Flowers 1900  
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Only The Valiant 1909!  
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Ice Cold in Alex 779 AD  
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Blowing Cold 1891 
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Cool As a Cucumber  
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Any Complaints 1949 
 

 
 
 



<33> 
 

Ventilation Dilemma 1931 
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The Macaroni Case 1921 
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The Macaroni Case  
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The Macaroni Case  
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The Macaroni Case 
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The Film Mystery 1921 
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The Film Mystery  
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The Film Mystery  
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The Film Mystery  
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Mystery of the Chemist's Shop 1921 
 

 
 

 



<43> 
 

Mystery of the Chemist's Shop  
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Mystery of the Chemist's Shop  
 

 


