
 

 

 

 
 

 

LET THERE BE LIGHT 
 

 
 

 
 

A Private Supper by Candlelight, engraving after a drawing 

 by J M Moreau [Le Monument de Costume, Paris, 1871] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

           
 

         Decorative lanterns for modern lighting, 1925 [Luckiesh] 

 

         A lantern in which a street-lighting reflector is incorporated for the purpose of distributing light  

             primarily in a direction slightly below the horizontal [original picture caption]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     This book was first written in electronic format in 2005 

by Richard Forster and Brian Roberts of the CIBSE Heritage Group. 

 This version has been produced in 2021. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Street lighting on Broadway in Downtown Los Angeles, c.1920 

[City of Los Angeles Bureau of Street Lighting website] 
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1. THE ILLUMINATING 
 ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The Illuminating Engineering Society was founded 

in 1909 by a small enthusiastic group consisting of 

lighting engineers, architects, electrical and gas 

engineers and representatives of other professions. 

 

The inaugural meeting took place on 18 November 1809, 

by which time the membership was 157. 

 

The chair was taken by Professor Silvanus P Thompson, 

the first President. Leo Gaster was appointed Hon. 

Secretary with J S Dow as his assistant. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Leon Gaster, the youngest son of Chevalier A E Gaster 

was born in Bucharest, Rumania. He came to Britain in 

about 1895, later practising as a consulting engineer, 

receiving the Silver Medal of the Royal Society of Arts in 1906. 

 In 1908, the founded "The Illuminating Engineering" magazine 

and through his initiative the IES was set up in 1909.  
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

IES PRESIDENTS 
 
 

          
   

                         1909-13 Prof. Silvanus P Thompson FRS                 1921-23 Sir John Parsons CBE FRS 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

                         1927 Sir Duncan Wilson              1929 Dr J W T Walsh                The Right Hon. The Earl of 

                                  CVO CBE                                                                                  Mount Edgecumbe TD 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
IES PRESIDENTS 

 

           
        

                           1932 Hayden T Harrison                                                   1940 J T Macgregor Morris 

 

 

 

             
             

                              1942 R O Ackerley                                                     1944 E Stroud                                                                                                                                                       
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PIONEER OF THE ELECTRIC LAMP 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

2. DAYLIGHTING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Great Western (City) Arcade, Corporation Street 

 to Colmore Row, Birmingham, built 1902 

[The Story of Typhoo, Ken Williams, 1990] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One of the glazed arches providing day lighting to the Lyons Satolas railway station, 1994 

Designed by Santiago Calatrava [Station to Station, Steven Parissien, 1997] 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
3. CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Advertisement for Clarke’s Pyramid & Fairy night lights, manufactured by 

 Price’s Patent Candle Company Ltd, London, founded in 1830  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Flemish nobleman entertains by candlelight, c.1500 

[Princely Feasts and Festivals, Bryan Holme, 1988]  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Poster for lighting oil for lamps, Italian Distillery, Milan, Italy, probably c.1910 
[Brian Roberts Collection] 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

5. ACETYLENE LIGHTING 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Ornate three- arm gasolier, originally for acetylene 

at The Argory, County Armagh 

Designed to have the appearance of an electrolier, 

possibly made by The Welsbach Incandescent Gas Light Company 

[Artificial Sunshine, Maureen Dillon, The National Trust, 2002] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 
 

The Victorian acetylene gas installation at The Argory country house in County Armagh 

which continued in use until 1983 [Artificial Sunshine, Maureen Dillon, The National Trust, 2002] 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. GAS LIGHTING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Advertisement for William Sugg’s patent Christiania burners, 1886 

[Christopher Sugg Collection] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
  

The Blessed Effects of Gas Lights, or a New Method of Lighting 

as Practised in Great Peter Street 

Cartoon, c.1820 [Paul Yunnie Collection] 

 

 

 



 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

7. ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Electric lighting power station at 57 High Holborn, London, 1882 

Edison Jumbo dynamos, Porter-Allen 125 hp steam engine and 

 Babcock & Wilcox water tube boilers [Poster, Brian Roberts Collection] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

           
 

Poster for Tungsram light bulbs, Budapest, Hungary, by Géza Faragó, c.1910 
[A Golden Age, Art and Society in Hungary 1896-1914, Gyöngyi Éri & Zsuzsa Jobbágyi, 1990]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

8. EXTERIOR LIGHTING 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Château d’Eau with the Palais de l’Electricité behind at the 

Paris Exposition of 1900 [The Great Exhibitions, John Allwood, 1977] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

The floodlit Art Deco Richfield building, Los Angeles, 1928, by Morgan, Walls & Clements 

Replaced in 1972 by the Arco Twin Towers [LA, Lost & Found, Sam Hall Kaplan, 1987]  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

      
 

          



 

 

 

 

 

 

9. INTERIOR LIGHTING 
 
 

 

 
 

Illuminated decorative panel at Sid Grauman’s Egyptian Theatre, 

 Hollywood, 1922. Architects: Meyer & Holler 

 [The Last Remaining Seats, 1997] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

              
 

The Garrick Theatre, London, Charing Cross Road, London, 1889 

Now with lighting bars across the balcony fronts 

Architect Walter Emden with C J Phipps. [Scene/Unseen, English Heritage, 2003] 

[Photograph National Monuments Record, AA020204]   

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

10. STREET LIGHTING 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Street lighting by gas, cartoon 1807 [Lighting by Gas, Dean Chandler, 1936] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

         
 

The Lamp-Lighter. Street lighting was introduced in London from 1417  

By around 1736 the number of oil-burning lamps had reached some 15,000 

                                                                [The Costume of Great Britain, William H Pyne, London, 1809] 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 


