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W.E. Staite, an early lamp pioneer. 
Developed an incandescent lamp in Bristol 1848. 
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THE EARLY DAYS OF LIGHTING  
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CHANGES IN LIGHTING AND LAMPS 
 

 
 
 

 

A HERITAGE GROUP REVIEW 
IN PICTURES 

 
 
 
 

COVER  
Edison Pearl Street Electric Station-front cover, Maxim Lamps-inside front, 

Tungsram Lamps-inside back, Royal Exchange Siemen's Arc Lighting-back cover 
 

PIONEERS 
Staite-1, Strode-12, Sugg-13, Edison-14, Swan-15, Tesla-20, Lighting Pioneers-22, Edison-42  

 
HISTORICAL EXAMPLES 

Bec Auer-3, Medieval-4, Vauxhall Gardens-5, Lamplighter-6, Gas Dangers-7, Royal Mint-8 
Paris Opera-9, Regulations-10, Royal Alhambra Palace-11 

 
LAMP COMPANY ADVERTISEMENTS 

Rashleigh-2, Swan-16, Edison & Swan-17, AEG-24, Osram-28, Philips-30, 
 Mazda-34, Siemens-40, Crompton-41, Benham-44 
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LIGHTING AT THE MEDIEVAL COURT 
 

 
                                                  

Candle lighting at the Medieval Court 15th century (Princely Feasts and Festivals 1988). 
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LIGHTING AT VAUXHALL GARDENS 
 

 
 

1785 (detail from Rowlanson in George: Hogarth to Cruikshank). 
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THE LAMPLIGHTER 
 

 
 

(Pyne's Book of Costumes, early 19th century) 
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BLESSED EFFECTS OF GAS LIGHTING 
 

 
 

Cartoon of about 1820 (The Quest for Comfort). 
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ROYAL MINT GAS LIGHTING  
 

 
 

Drawing from Samuel Clegg pamphlet of 1820. 
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PARIS OPERA GAS LIGHTING  

 

 
 

Gas lighting controls (Jeu d'orgue) at the Paris Opera 1875. 
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THEATRE GAS LIGHTING REGULATIONS 
 

 
 

Issued by Lord Chamberlain's Office, London 1864. 
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ROYAL ALHAMBRA PALACE  
 

 
 

Gas lighting by chandeliers at the Royal Alhambra Palace, London (Heritage Group website) 
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STRODE GAS & ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
 

 
 

(Fires in Theatres, E.M. Shaw 1889) 
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WILLIAM SUGG GAS BURNERS 
 
 

 
 

(1905, Christopher Sugg Collection) 
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THOMAS ALVA EDISON 1847-1931 
 
 
 

 
 

Developed the first successful incandescent lamp in 1879. 
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SIR JOSEPH WILSON SWAN 1828-1914 
 
 

 
 

Patented his incandescent electric lamp in 1878. 
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SWAN UNITED ELECTRIC LIGHT  
 

 
 

The Swan United Electric Light Company Catalogue of 1883. 
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EDISON & SWAN UNITED LAMPS 
 

 
 

To avoid British Patent disputes Edison and Swan formed a joint Electric Light Company. 
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EDISON & SWAN UNITED LAMPS 
 

 
 

Edison & Swan "The Only Makers of Incandescent Electric Lamps in the United Kingdom." 
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ROYAL EDISWAN KING OF LAMPS 
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NIKOLA TESLA 1856-1943 
 

 
 

The Father of Alternating Current 
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TESLA versus EDISON  (AC v DC ) 
 

 
 

Edison actively promoted the adoption of direct current, but after a bitter battle Tesla's 
alternating current proved superior because it could be transmitted over long distances. 
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PIONEERS OF ELECTRICITY 
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PIONEERS OF ELECTRICITY 
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A.E.G. METALLFADEN LAMPE 
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A.E.G. METALLDRAHT LAMPE 
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A.E.G. LAMPE 
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A.E.G. METALLDRAHT LAMPE 
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LA LAMPE OSRAM 
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OSRAM PLAYING CARDS 
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PHILIPS LAMPADA 
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PHILIPS LAMPEN 
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PHILIPS ARGA LAMPARITA 
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PHILIPS ARGA LAMPARITA 
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EDISON MAZDA LAMPS 
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EDISON MAZDA LAMPS 
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EDISON MAZDA LAMPS 
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NATIONAL MAZDA LAMPS 
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EDISON MAZDA G.E. LAMPS 
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EDISON MAZDA G.E. LAMPS 
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SIEMENS LAMPS 
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CROMPTON PARKINSON LAMPS 
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EDISON LAMP DRAWINGS 
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LAMPS FOR THE ELECTRIC LIGHT 
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GAS LIGHTS BEFORE ELECTRIC LAMPS 
 

 
 


