
 
 

(The Quest for Comfort, Brian Roberts, CIBSE Centenary book, 1997) 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

The Roman baths in Bath date from 50 AD 

(Plumbing & Mechanical magazine, USA, June 1993) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Chicago Science & Industry Museum exhibit of plumbers’ tools 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

(Plumbing & Mechanical magazine, USA, June 1993) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

(Plumbing & Mechanical magazine, USA, June 1993, originally July 1988) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

An 18
th

 Century advertisement for “Emptying Bog Houses” 

(London under London-A Subterranean Guide, Richard Trench & Ellis Hillman, 

John Murray 1984, page 62) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Early 19
th

 century cartoons commenting on the dangerous state of the River Thames, 

a source of London’s drinking water 

(London under London, page 89) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

(Well Washed and Watered, Charles Knevitt, Institute of Plumbing, c.1997) 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

(Plumbing & Mechanical magazine, June 1993) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

(Plumbing & Mechanical magazine, July 1988) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

(Bogs, Baths & Basins: The Story of Domestic Sanitation, David J Eveleigh, 

Sutton Publishing, 2002) 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Bazalgette’s map of London’s main interceptory sewer system, started 1859, finished 1865 

(London under London-A Subterranean Guide, Richard Trench & Ellis Hillman,  

John Murray 1984, page 72) 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Work on the northern outfall sewer running across Plaistow and East Ham Marshes 

to Beckton, started 1861 (London page 74) 

 

 

 
 

Construction of the Crossness sewage treatment works at Crossness, at the confluence 

of the Thames and Barking Creek (London page 73) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Abbey Mills pumping station in Venetian Gothic style (London page 74) 

 

 
 

Becton under construction 1865 (London page 76) 

 
 
 



 
 

The tunnels at Wick Lane near Old Ford (London page 77) 

 
 
 

 
 

 The Crossness Works at Becton (London page 79) 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

(Well Washed & Watered, Charles Knevitt, Institute of Plumbing, 1998) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

“Work” painted by Ford Madox Brown 1863 

Labourers  working on the sewers in Hampstead 

 

 
 


