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          POMPIDOU CENTRE PARIS 
               LOCATION Beaubourg area, 4th arrondissement 

               TYPE Public Library, Modern Art Museum, Music/Acoustic Research Centre  

               ARCHITECT Renzo Piano, Richard Rogers & Gianfranco Franchini 

               ENGINEER Arup 

               MAIN CONTRACTOR GTM               

               ENGINEERING SERVICES Arup   

 
 
 
          HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 
               LOCATION Statue Square 

               TYPE Bank Headquarters 

               ARCHITECT Norman Foster 

               ENGINEER Ove Arup and Partners 

               ENGINEERING SERVICES J. Roger Preston & Partners 

               MAIN CONTRACTOR Lok/Wimpey Joint Venture               
                  MODULAR AIR CONDITIONING/TOILET PLANT ROOMS Japanese Sub-Contractor 

                  REFRIGERATION/HEAT PUMP/SEA WATER CONDENSING SYSTEM Drake & Scull 
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            Architecture and Building Engineering Services 

            The Pompidou Centre was the first major example of an "inside-out" building with its structural 

system, mechanical systems, and circulation exposed on the exterior of the building. All of these 

functional elements of the building were colour-coded: green pipes are plumbing, blue ducts are for 

climate control, yellow indicates encased electrical wires, while safety device (e.g., fire extinguishers) 

            and circulation elements are red. 

  

            According to the architect Piano, the design was meant to be "not a building but a town where you find 

everything- lunch, great art, a library, great music." National Geographic magazine described the 

reaction to the design as "love at second sight." In 2007, the Pritzker Prize Jury said the Pompidou 

"revolutionised museums, transforming what had once been elite museums into popular places of 

social and cultural exchange, woven into the heart of the city." 
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Example of the colour coding of external services. 
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(top) The Pompidou Centre surrounded by buildings in the Beaubourg area. 
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The external "stepped" escalator within a tube. 
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Close-up view of the external elevator system. 
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Inside the tube of the external elevator system. 
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(top) External climate control air circulation ducting. 



<11> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 1936 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



<12> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 1936 
 

 
 

 



<13> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 

 

 
 
 



<14> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 

 

 



<15> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 
 

 
 

 
 

Under construction. 
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Nearing completion. 
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The building is 180 metres high with 47 storeys and four basement levels.  
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The building design consists of five UK prefabricated steel modules. 
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The building incorporates some 45,000 tons of steel and 4,500 tons of aluminium. 
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The building atrium contains an inter-floor elevator system.  
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Natural sunlight is the major source of lighting inside the building. 
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Giant mirrors at the top of the atrium provide natural supplementary lighting.  
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Photographs are of the refrigeration/heat pump/sea water condensing system. 

 



<27> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 
 

 
 



<28> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 
 

 



<29> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 
 

 



<30> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 

 



<31> 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 
 

 



<32> 
 

REFERENCES AND FURTHER READING 
 
 

 
 

The Hongkong Shanghai Bank Lion. 
 

 

 

 

HI-TECH BUILDINGS PART TWO 
 

POMPIDOU CENTRE PARIS 1977 
 

HONGKONG SHANGHAI BANK 1985 
 

 

 
           
1986 Hongkong Bank, New Headquarters: Building Services, J. Roger Preston & Partners.  

 

2010 Cool Hong Kong, ASHRAE Hong Kong Chapter. 

 

2016 The Arup Journal-50, 1966-2016, Arup, London. 

   

 

Photographs and information has also been taken from the CIBSE Heritage Group Archives and internet  

site (www.hevac-heritage.org), and from various internet sources including Wikipedia.   
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