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This Book, which is in Two Parts, features historic photographs with supplementary notes on  

Bristol Cinemas. Part One covers from 1909 to 1914. Part Two continues through 1914 to  

1940. Some 61 cinemas in Bristol, starting with those showing silent films, have been  

identified of which 48 are included in this book. Information sources include the specialist  

websites Cinema Treasures and Arthur Lloyd, the 2005 book "Bristol Cinemas" and the 

Allen Eyles publications of the Cinema Theatre Association and British Film Institute. 

 

 

SECTIONAL INDEX 

Bristol Cinemas: 1-27 

Cinema Equipment: 28-35 

References and Further Reading: 36 

 

A list of the Bristol Cinemas in Part One is given on Page 4. 

The List of Cinemas in Part Two follows on Page 5. 
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BRISTOL CINEMAS IN PART ONE 1900-1914  
 

Cinemas are listed in order of the year in which they started. 

Many date from before World War I, the majority of the others 

from the 1930s. A few were destroyed in the World War II 

Blitz on Bristol. Now, many have been through a change of 

ownership and most have been closed or demolished. Some 

cinemas have been used as a bingo hall, supermarket, shop 

and even a garage.  

 

This author was born in Bristol and lived there until 1954, being  

a regular patron of those cinemas listed in bold type. The names  

of the cinemas used are those familiar to the author. Alternative 

ownership names are shown in brackets in the listing below.  

 

 

1909-32 Gem Theatre. No.7 Broadweir. 

1909-54 Town Hall. Cannon Street, Bedminster. 

1909-54 Vestry Hall. Pennywell Road.   

1910-63 Olympia. Carey's Lane. (Tatler). 

1910-33 Queen's Picture House. No. 17 Peter Street.  

1911-27 Clare Street Picture House.  

1911-26 Fishponds Picture House.  

1911-90 His Majestys. No. 424 Stapleton Rd. (Concorde).  

1911-76 Kings, Old Market Street. (Kings-ABC). 

1911-64 Park Picture House. Church Road, St. George. (Park-ABC). 

1911-19 Picturedrome. East Street, Bedminster. 

1911-41 Redcliffe Hall Picture Palace. Redcliffe Hill.  

1912-24 Coliseum. Park Row.  

1912-61 Granada. Church Road, Redfield. (St. George's Hall). 

1912-80 New Palace. Baldwin Street. (People's Palace/Gaumont). 

1912-63 Regal. (Staple Hill Picture House). 

1912-49 Regent Picture House. Regent Street, Kingswood.  

1912-16 Tivoli. Broadmead.  

1913-56 Brislington Picture Hall. Sandy Park Road. 

1913-59 Hippodrome. No. 309 Stapleton Road, Eastville.  

1913-61 Knowle Picture House. Nos. 109-111 Wells Road. 

1913-68 Metropole. Ashley Rd.  

1914-73 Globe. Church Road, Lawrence Hill. 

1914-37 Magnet. Nos. 51-53 Newfoundland Street. 

1914-54 Plaza. No. 275 North Street, Bedminster. (Ashton). 

1914-63 Premier. Gloucester Rd.  

1914-40 Triangle. Clifton. (Triangle-ABC). 
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BRISTOL CINEMAS IN PART TWO 1914-1940 
 

Cinemas are listed in order of the year in which they started. 

Many date from before World War I, the majority of the others 

from the 1930s. A few were destroyed in the World War II 

Blitz on Bristol. Now, many have been through a change of 

ownership and most have been closed or demolished. Some 

cinemas have been used as a bingo hall, supermarket, shop 

and even a garage.  

 

This author was born in Bristol and lived there until 1954, being  

a regular patron of those cinemas listed in bold type. The names  

of the cinemas used are those familiar to the author. Alternative 

ownership names are shown in brackets in the listing below.  

 

 

1914-55 Academy. Cheltenham Rd. (Plaza). 

1915-41 Hippodrome. East Street, Bedminster. (Stoll). 

1915-39 Hotwells Cinema Theatre. Hotwells Road. 

1919-22 Clifton Cinema. Queens Road, Clifton. (Victoria Rooms). 

1919-74 Scala. Cromwell Road, St. Andrews. (Pringle's Picture Palace/Zetland). 

1921-2002 Whiteladies Picture House. Whiteladies Road, Clifton. (Whiteladies-ABC). 

1922-36 Baths Cinema. Gloucester Road, Bishopston. (Bristol North Baths). 

1926-73 Vandyck. Nos. 748-756 Fishponds Road. (Vandyck-ABC). 

1928-59 Kingsway. No. 93 Two Mile Hill. 

1928-40 Regent. Castle St. (Granada). 

1931-39 Empire. Old Market. (The Empire Palace of Varieties/Empire-ABC). 

1932-38 Bristol Hippodrome. No. 13 St. Augustine's Parade. (Hippodrome Theatre). 

1933-59 Carlton. Canford Lane, Westbury-on-Trym.  

1933-63 Embassy, Queens Avenue.  

1933-95 Gaiety. Wells Rd.  

1933-56 News Theatre. Peter Street. 

1933-62 Savoy. Station Road, Shirehampton.  

1935-61 Cabot. Gloucester Road North, Filton. (Cabot-ABC). 

1936-61 Odeon. Winterstoke Road, Bedminster. (Ambassador). 

1938-61 Broadway. Filwood Park, Knowle.  

1938-61 Odeon. Kingswood. (Ambassador) 

1938-present Odeon. Union St.  

1938-71 Orpheus. Northumbria Drive, Henleaze. (New Orpheus/Studio Five-to Seven). 

1938-68 Ritz. Bristol Hill, Brislington.  

1940-80 Rex. North Street, Bedminster. (Rex-ABC). 
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ACADEMY CHELTENHAM ROAD 1914-55 
 

 
 

 

Opened in 1914 as the Cheltenham. Sometime after a change of ownership in 1933 it was  

renamed the Plaza. It changed ownership again in the 1940s. In the early 1950s, it became the  

Academy cinema, but closed in 1955 and was purchased by the Christadelphians for £7000 to  

be used as a place of worship. In 1998, it was converted into a pub and restaurant and renamed  

the Magic Box, as in the above photo, in honour of the Bristol film pioneer William Friese- 

Greene (see pages 37-39 of Part One). The building is Grade II Listed.  
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HIPPODROME BEDMINSTER 1915-41 
 

 
 
The Hippodrome on East Street opened as a Music Hall in 1911, but the owners ran into  

financial difficulties. It was taken over by Mr Stoll who had built the well-known Hippodrome  

in St. Augustine's Parade. He converted the building into a cinema and renamed it the Stoll  

Picture Theatre, which opened in 1915. The Stoll received a direct hit during the blitz of 1941 

and was destroyed. 

 
 

 
HOTWELLS CINEMA 1915-39 

 
Situated in the dock's area on Hotwells Road, the cinema was a single-story building seating  

450. It closed in 1939. No photograph has been found by the author. 
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CLIFTON CINEMA QUEENS ROAD 1919-22 
 

 
 
 
 

Located at the junction of Queens Road and Whiteladies Road, the Victoria Rooms described  

as "an elegant, impressive building in the Greek Revival style" opened in 1842. In around  

1919, the Victoria Rooms were leased from Bristol University and became the Clifton  

Cinema. There were a repeated problems over its licence and objections to the large name  

board. The cinema lasted until 1922 when it closed. 
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SCALA ST. ANDREWS 1919-74 
 

 
 

Opened in 1910 as Pringle's Picture Palace, located just off the busy Zetland Road junction  

and tram depot It seated 1000 downstairs and 400 in the balcony and is said to have been  

visited by Cary Grant when a child. It was sold in 1914 and its name changed to the Zetland.  

With a new owner in 1933, it was renamed the Scala. After being closed in 1974 if became a  

furniture store and was later demolished.  
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WHITELADIES ABC CLIFTON 1921-2002 
 

 
 
 

Located on Whiteladies Road, the Whiteladies Picture House opened in 1921 with 1300 seats. 

It came with the "luxurious” Rendezvous Cafe Restaurant having eight murals such as "Alice  

in Wonderland" and "The Pied Piper of Hamelin."  There was a tower with the cinema's name  

in electric lights. Later, it was taken over by its rival, the Triangle, who sold it to ABC. In  

1978, the Whiteladies was converted to three screens and was closed in 2002.   
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BATHS CINEMA BISHOPSTON 1922-36 
 

 
 

 

The Bristol North Baths on Gloucester Road were constructed in 1915, but taken over by the  

Government for the manufacture of aircraft wings which were then transported to the Bristol  

Aeroplane Company at Filton. Initially, the pool water was unheated and often empty in  

winter when no one wanted to swim. In 1922, it was converted into the Baths Cinema by 

emptying the pool, covering with a wooden floor and providing seats. In summer, the cinema  

reverted to a pool and this continued until 1936 when it became a full-time pool again. The  

North Baths finally closed in 2005, and after a number of unsuccessful attempts with various  

renovation schemes, it was converted into luxury offices. 
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VANDYCK ABC FISHPONDS ROAD 1926-73 
 

 
 
 

Opened in 1926, the Vandyck seated 742 in the stalls, 332 upstairs and was complete with a  

full orchestra. It was temporarily closed in 1973, given a £100,000 facelift, and changed into 

a bingo hall "because the local people didn't support it." This closed in 1996. The building  

was acquired by Wetherspoons who converted it into a pub called the Vandyck Forum.   
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KINGSWAY TWO MILE HILL 1928-59 
 

 
 

The Kingsway Cinema cost £9000 to build, could seat 900 people and opened in 1928. In the  

1950s, it showed "blue" films on Sunday Mornings to a men-only audience. It still closed in 

1959 and became a car showroom.  
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REGENT CASTLE STREET 1928-40 
 

 
 
When opened in 1928 the Regent was described as "a place of high entertainment" with 

a troupe of nine dancing girls, a soprano, a twenty-two-piece orchestra and a Wurlitzer 

organ. The auditorium seated 2014 and had standing room for another 212 at the back of the  

stalls. In November 1940, on a Sunday when fortunately opening was banned, the building  

was bombed, gutted by fire, but not completely destroyed. The ruins remained until the end of  

the 1950s when it became a car park. 
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EMPIRE OLD MARKET 1931-39 
 

 
 
 

The Empire Palace of Varieties opened as a Music Hall in 1893. It became a cinema in 1931 

which was taken over by ABC in 1932. By 1937, there were so many competing cinemas in 

Bristol, some live entertainment was reintroduced. In 1939, with the outbreak of the Second  

World War, the Empire was closed, but soon reopened as a variety theatre. With  

redevelopment of the area the Empire was demolished in 1964. 
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HIPPODROME 1932-38 
 

 
 

 

In 1912, the Bristol Hippodrome opened as a theatre. As a trial, a full-length talkie was  

screened in 1929. Live theatre ended in 1932, but the people of Bristol asked why such a 

beautiful theatre was being wasted by showing films. So, in 1938, the Hippodrome was closed  

for renovation and redecoration and reopened as a theatre once more. Since then, the  

Hippodrome has been considered Bristol's premier theatre. 
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HIPPODROME 1932-38 
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CARLTON WESTBURY-ON-TRYM 1933-59 
 

 
 

Opening in 1933 and situated on Canford Lane, the Carlton had 820 seats and was well served  

by local bus routes with a bus stop right outside. It was closed in 1959, demolished and  

replaced by The Carlton Court shopping precinct. 
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EMBASSY QUEENS AVENUE 1933-63 
 

 
 

 

When built in 1933, the Embassy was Bristol's biggest cinema seating 2100 people, including  

700 in the large balcony. Live band concerts were often held on a Sunday evening. The  

cinema was closed in 1963 and later demolished. It was said it was too big to survive? 
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GAIETY WELLS ROAD 1933-95 
 

 
 

The Gaiety opened on Boxing Day in 1933. One report says it even had underfloor heating  

and there was a dance floor for 125 people on the balcony floor. The large white building was  

considered an easy target in the war and incendiary bombs landed on the roof but burned  

themselves out. The time came when it could no longer compete with rival cinemas. It closed  

in 1995 and was demolished in 2000. 



<21> 
 

SAVOY SHIREHAMPTON 1933-62 
 

 
 

 

 

The Savoy opened in Station Road in 1933 with 700 seats downstairs and 200 in the balcony. 

It was known locally as the Cabbage, after Savoy Cabbage. It closed in 1962 and was  

converted into a bingo hall. It finally closed in 2000, but plans to turn the building into a  

supermarket were rejected and it was demolished in 2003. 
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CABOT ABC FILTON 1935-61 
 

 
 
 

The Cabot Cinema at Gloucester Road North opened in October 1935 with seating for 1114  

people. It was almost immediately leased to ABC. In 1939, with the advent of war, it became  

a recruitment centre for auxiliary firemen, air-raid wardens and first-aid personnel. The Cabot 

was close to the BAC aircraft factories and airfield at Filton, a prime target. In 1956, the ABC  

lease expired and was taken back by the original owner. The lack of good films and the  

popularity of television sealed its fate and the Cabot closed in 1961. It later became a video  

store before being demolished. 
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ODEON BEDMINSTER 1936-61 
 

 
 

The Odeon at Winterstoke Road opened as the Ambassador Cinema in 1936 and seated 1250.  

After the Second World War, it was taken over by the J. Arthur Rank Organisation and run as  

a cinema until 1961 when bingo became more profitable. In the 1970s, it was the Top Rank  

Club. Later, after renovation, it became a children's play centre. 

 

Its sister, the larger Art Deco Ambassador in Kingswood opened in 1938 with seating for  

2000. Taken over after the war by Odeon it closed in 1961 and Rank, the new owner,  

converted the building into a ten-pin bowling alley. 
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ODEON UNION STREET 1938-present 
 

 
 

The Odeon opened in July 1938 being built on the site of the J.S. Fry chocolate factory which  

had moved to Somerdale in 1921. The old factory stood empty until demolished to make for 

the 1900 seat Odeon. The cinema survived the war. It was given a major facelift with  

widescreen in 1967. In 1974, it was turned into a multi-screen cinema, 
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ORPHEUS HENLEAZE 1938-71 
 

 
 
 

The Orpheus opened in Northumbria Drive in Henleaze on 28 February 1938 with 1400 seats.  

A plaque was erected to William Friese-Greene, the Bristolian, a renowned photographer and  

a pioneer of moving film (see pages 37-39 in Part One). It closed in 1971, was demolished and  

a replaced by a supermarket. However, the Studios Five to Seven multiscreen was added, but 

later closed and replaced by the New Orpheus.  
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RITZ BRISLINGTON 1938-68 
 

 
 
 

Located on Bristol Hill, the Ritz opened in 1938 with 1400 seats and a "scented ventilation  

system." The cinema survived the war, but closed in 1968. In 1970, the building was partially  

demolished, becoming a supermarket and later a DIY store. 
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REX ABC BEDMINSTER 1940-80 
 

 
 
 

The Rex ABC in North Street opened in late 1940, but was very badly damaged in the Good  

Friday blitz of 1941. After rebuilding, the cinema flourished due to the activities and clever  

advertising by the manager. After closing in 1980, like many Bristol cinemas it became a  

bingo hall. 
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CINEMA EQUIPMENT 1936 
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CINEMA EQUIPMENT 1936 
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CINEMA EQUIPMENT 1936 
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CINEMA EQUIPMENT 1936 
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CINEMA EQUIPMENT 1936 
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CINEMA EQUIPMENT 1936 
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CINEMA EQUIPMENT 1936 
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CINEMA EQUIPMENT 1936 
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