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The “Chief”, as Dr. Willis T, Carrier was affectionately known to his asso-
ciates and friends, was called to his eternal reward on October 7, 1950. Dr,
Carrier died in Cornell Medical Center of New York Hospital after having
spent two weeks there as a patient jor a check of a heart ailment. He was chair-
man-emeritus of Carrier Corp., Syracuse, N. Y., at the time of his death.

He was born on November 26, 1876 in Angola, N. Y., and attended Cornell
University, graduating with an M.E. degree in 1901, He received his D.E. from
Lehigh University in 1935 and his D.Se. from Alfred University in 1942,

Dr, Carrier formed the Carrier Engineering Corp., at Newark, N, T., with
J. Trvine Lyle and others in 1915, becoming its president. The firm later became
the Carrier Corp. He served as president until 1931, when he became chairman
ot the board.

Dr. Carrier’s interest in air conditioning had its origin in the problems of a
Brooklyn color processor in 1902, when he was employed as an engineer by the
Buffalo Forge Co. As a result of his inquiries into this problem, Dr. Carrier
devetoped in 1903 what was known as a spray-type air washer, and in the course
of this work became mterested in the general problem of humidification and
dehumidification. In 1905 he devised a spray-type air conditioner cupable of
heating, cooling, humidifying air, the basis for those which are on the market
today.

It was as a resalt of this development that he left the Buffalo Forge Co. where
he had become chief engineer in 1906, to pursue the studies that led him to the
organization of the Carrier Engineering Corp. in 1915, In 1907 he had patented
what was known as detwpoint control, a method of regulating humidity by con-
trolling the temperature of the spray-washer in a washer or conditioner of air.

His researches led Dr. Carrier to an cxhaustive study of the psvehrometric
phenomena, including the numerous factors related to the dehumidification of air
by the use of mechanical refrigeration. He completed this study in 1911 and
presented to the American Society of Mechanical Engincers n paper, Rational
Psvelwometric Fornudae, which was ranked as fundamental engincering doc-
trine and upon which was built the science of air conditioning. Thus, Dr.
Carrier had earned for himself the title of father of air conditioning.

Further studies brought about in 1914 the publication of Fan Engincering,
which he edited, containing many tables and much data of basic importance. In
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1912 he had produced a self-contained air conditioning unit, a combination of
motor-driven fan and pump to send air through a spray of controlled tempera-
ture, which was probably the first such unit designed for railroad use.

In the ensuing years, Dr. Carrier made numerous contributions to air condi-
tioning, These included the ejector system, first developed in 1916 for the
tobacco, food, textile and other industries, and many of the principles used in
conditioning the air in theaters and other large public gathering places.

Honorary membership was conferred upon Dr. Carrier in 1944, He was very
active in the Society serving as its president, first vice president and second vice
president, in 1931, 1930 and 1929, respectively. Ile was a Presidential member
and served on the Advisory Council from 1932-1950. Active in New York
Chapter affairs, he served as the Chapter's president and vice president in
1921-22 and 1920-21, respectively. He served on many important committees of
the Society among which were:

1017-19 To Cooperate with U8, Navy Dept. 1927-20  Guido Publiention
J

1910 To Confer with Wenther Bureau 1028 TAC on Grmgo Ventilation
1021-22  Synthotio Air Chart {(chairnan) 1928 Moeelings Program
1921-23  Sub-Cemmitice on Ventilntion 1029-30  Fixeoutive
1023 Memborship (ehsirman) 1932 Fixerutive
1628 Sub-Committer on Subjects 1032 TAC on Re-Study of Comfort Chart
162325 Excoutive and Comiort Line
1028-28 Sub-Coimittes on Alr Waalers  anel 1933 Nomenclature
Humidifiers 103¢ Ventifation Stundards
1024-25 Membership (chairman in 1025) 1037 TAC on Trestment of Air with Blee-
1925 Standards of Ventilation {ehuirmaen) tricity
1026 To Develop a Veatilation Sufety Code 1038 TAC on Air Cleaning and Atmaosphetio
under the Peooedure of Phe Amertean Tmpuritivs (Meshanicel Procedures)
Engineering Standarda Conumgtéee 1038 Emancering in 1ta Relation to Publie
1526-27 Publication . Tenlth
1087-25  Clommittoe on Reocateh 10338 Eduentionnl Publleity
1027-28 TAC w  Cooperate: with  TRocheater  133%-44 TAC on Peychrometry
School Hoard (vice chairmnn) 1042 I". Paul Aoderson Award
1927-30 TAC on Tempernture, Humidity and 1045 . Panl Andergon Awnrd
Air Motion (chairman) 146 War Serviee
1927-20 TAC on  Stondords  of  Veatilation 1046 Nominating Committes
(chairman) \ 1047 History Committea

Dr. Carrier was a member of the 4.S.M.E., AS.R.L. (president in 1927),
A.A.A.S. (elected Fellow in 1930), Sigma Xi and Tau Beta Pi (Cornell Uni-
versity). Cornell Society of Engineers (president in 1930), Technology Club,
Engineers Club, Cornell Club, Onondaga Golf & Country Club. and the Century
Club.

Dr. Carrier received the following awards: John Scott Medal - in January
1932, which was awarded by the City of Philadelphia; the F. Paul Anderson
Medal in March 1932, awarded in recognition of outstanding contributions in
heating, ventilating and air conditioning by the AS.H.V.E.; the 4. SME.
Medal in 1934 ; and Franklin Institute’s award—the first Frank P. Brown Medal .
in 1941,

Dr. Carrier served as the United States' representative at the World Engi-
neering Congress in Japan in 1929, and in 1940 was selected as a modern pioneer
of Awmerican invention by the National Association of Manufacturers. Tn 1947
he was one of three Americans invited to address the centenary celebration of
Britain's Institution of Mechanical Engincers.

Funeral services for Dr. Carrier were held at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, October 10,
at the Park Central Presbyterian Church, Syracuse, N. Y.

Dr. Carrier is survived by his wife, the former Elizabeth Marsh Wise, of 2570
Valley Drive, Nedrow, New York, and two sons, Earl G. {(former member of
Council) and Vernon G. Carrier.
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A POEM by Dr ALBERT KLEIN

IN TRIBUTE TO WILLIS HAVILAND

CARRIER

Bad Tetnach, Germany
14 Fetruary 1947

Seventy years have passed away
Since # cold November day,
Came 1o life a black-haired boy.

Loud and lusty was his ery.

Willis Haviland he was namexd,
He became well-known and famed,
As the man who made, | say:
“Every day a perfect day.”

But before he could do that-

In young years he grew not fat,
For he had no casy stast,

Had 10 work long hours and hard,

School and college he passed. swifi,
Nobody gave him a lift,

But his indomitable will
Drove him upwards the steep hill

So he made his later way.

Worked and studied night and day,
Till he drew his famous chart

That gave air conditioning s start.

Ot of s inventive mind

lians and washers he designed
Autoregulation too

I'rom imagmztion grew.

Centrifugal compressors came
I'hraugh his work 1o widest fume,
He made, | state, short and tar:
Air conditioning an art.

He wrote books about the air

And its technique and with rare
Knowledge. intuition tald

Of its problems manifold.

How to cool it, how to heat.
Whether fast or slow the speed,
Where the pressure high, where low,

Whether strong or soft the blow.

Whether air was much too dry
Or humidity oo high-

“Health and comfort through goed air”
Was his watchward everywhere,

All the places where nwan staves,
Suffers lrom coid and heat waves,
Cold air, hot air, dusty, mean
He made warm or cool and clean.

But not enly he improved
Air where workers sat or moved.
Theatres, movies with great care
He gave well conditioned air.

Ihus, not only USA-
Europe, Asin, Africa

Soon called Willis Carrie(e)r:
“Air conditioning's pioneer.”

He brought help to ell mankind,
Lessening the daily grind;
May he long live. healthy, strong
Many. many years 1o come,

JIASTaf
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INVENTOR OF AIR CONDITIONING
IS HONORED

Shown wre Josoph Doves, Presidewt of Niegere Fron-
tier Chapler (loft) with Alfred B, Stacey, Jr., one of
the uriginel Founders of the Corvier Corg

“Buthpluce of Wilbs  Haviland  Carrier. 18761950,
teacher-engineer, man of science, father of air condition-
ing: Town of Evans Historieal Society. Buffalo & Frie
County Historical Socicty, 1968, These words are in-

e
scribed on the blue metal marker which was unveiled
Saturday morning, June 22, at the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Post 8989, Erie Rd,, Town of Evins, Angala, N.Y.

The famous engineer and inventor of air condition.
ing was hanored for his contributions in installing air con-
dilioning in many large hotels, theaters, and government
buildings, including the Pentagon, House of Ropresenta-
lives and the Senate. Evans’ Historical Society und the
Buffale & Erie County Historical Society dedicated the
marker, which is 12 by 18 in, wide and stands on a 6-f1
pole in frunt of the VFW post.

Me. Carrier was an ASHRAE Presidential Membe
und the first recipient of the Society’s F, Paul Ander<on
award, 1932, :

Among the noted guests were: Vernon G, Carvier
of Summit, N, J., Mr. Carrier's son; ASHRAE Presi-
dential Member Carlyle Ashley of Manlivs, N. Y. u
nephew and consulting engineer with the Carrier organi-
zation; ASHRAE Presidential Member Alfred 1 Stacey,
Jx., the enly living member of the original seven engineers
who formed the Carrier Corp: and ASHRAE Member
Joseph Davis, president of Joseph Davis Ine, Past Presi-
dent of the Niagara Frontier Chapter of ASHRAE (1931
32} and president, for the last 19 years, of the Niagara
[rontier State Park Commission,

The unveiting of the marker was a public ceremony
and all interested persons were invited o attend,

Obituary 4: Willis Haviland Carrier 1876-1950
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Carrier Family Memorial and Grave Markers,
Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, New York State
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Grave Marker for Willis:Haviland Carrier, 1876-1950,
Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, New York State
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