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70 William A. Johnston, Editor
of the Motion Picture News
we are indebted for the splen-
did editorial, “"Cooling the

lheatre,” with which we introduce
this booklet. In a few briel para-
araphs, Mr. Johnston has forcefully
presented to theatre owners and oper-
ators the salient facts and require-
ments relative toa new and necessary
asset in a great industry ltis gratify-
ing to us, as engineers, to have led in
the development which has prompted
this editorial comment on the part ol
Nr. Johnston and his paper whose
interests are impartially devoted to
the betterment of the Motion Picture
Theatre.
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[UNE 20, 192

W. A, JOHNSTON

[ NEW box-office factor has just come to the fore
which, it is already clear, is going to rank along
with theatre location and the attraction on the
SCreen

We refer to refrigeration—the installation and

peration of a scientific cooling plant.

summer heat has always been the theatre's chief com-
petitor; but it now appears that a serious liability may not
only be wiped out but turned into a solid asset.

[he day is here, by all accounts, when to the regular
theatre investment of land and building will be added that
1 a refrigeration plant. It will be a necessity




Last week while Broadway sweltered in the terrific heat
wave, one theatre, the Rivoli, was well filled day in and da\
out. [he manager informs us that, while ten thousand
admissions would be normal for the week's run, the admis-
sion actually exceeded twenty-seven thousand.

The report stands out in bold relief against reports this
weelk, of theatres closing here and there and the threatening
wholesale closing of most of the theatres in one metropolis

Evidently the matter is of supreme importance. |If
people can actually be brought to a theatre to get cool, there
is created a brand new enterprise. Again it brings about
competition that cannot well be met wa any other offering,

We are bringing the matter forcefully to the exhibitor's
attention. [t uught to be generally and immediately
investigated.

The installation cost of the right kind of a plant is con-
siderable. It varies, of course, with the size of a house
The minimum cost t{}l..ld‘_\ is around thirty-five thousand
dollars. A motion picture engineer predicts that this will he
lowered. Against this equipment figure, however, is to be
placed the opportunity of three months a vear paving
business against shut down or loss.

The E'FFICIGFIC‘\ of the theatre cooling svstem has just
recently been brought about. We are “told by one large
concern that laboratory experiments have been going on for
some time and at very large expense. Today it is claimed
that air in a theatre anywhere can be made as healthful and
comfortable as the best of country air.

T'he laboratory experts state that three main factors are
involved: air motion, humidity and temperature. These
can be brought together at what is called a comfort point.
Air can be made cool or warm as the seasons demand. The
refrigerating apparatus controls humidity as well as tem-
perature.

The point of the matter is this: The cooling svstem should
be the best procurable. [t must be smemlﬁLdil\ right. It
is a matter of public health and therefore too serious a thing
to be bungled. In the entire matter the Technical Depart-
ment of Motion Picture News is at the service of anv
exhibitor.
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