
Chunk & Vesta Advertisements 

 
 
The London press announcement of the new Vesta stove was followed 
by the following advert which appeared in newspapers nationally:- 
 
THE VESTA PATENT STOVE, 70s. plain - That a Madeira climate in 
England may be produced by the VESTA STOVE, plants of the most 
tender kind requiring warmth have proved; in sick rooms it has been 
found invaluable, producing one even degree of temperature throughout 
the day and night. The Vesta Stove has no doors, and as there is not any 



fire in contact with the outer case, warmth is obtained without any of the 
unpleasant effects complained in the use of others. The fire can be kept 
alight the whole season, and the part containing the fire is not open 
during the time it is replenished with fuel. The fuel passes from the hod 
into the stove without being seen, preventing entirely any escape of the 
noxious vapours, and that annoyance from dust which, in feeding other 
stoves, arises from the fuel being removed from the hod into the stove, 
or what is worse, into a funnel to convey it into the stove. The ashes are 
removed without causing any dirt or dust; no raking out with portable 
rakers, or the hands, being necessary; and during their removal from the 
interior of the stove they are not visible. The cost for fuel (cinders, coke, 
or Welsh coal.) will be about twopence for twenty-four hours, during 
which time the stove will not require attention.  
 
The VESTA STOVES are perfectly free from all liability to explosions and 
such unpleasant consequences as have been met with in the use of 
Arnott's. A variety of sizes and patterns are made with ascending and 
descending flues, in iron and earthenware, suitable for warming 
apartments of every description, churches, ship's cabins, &c. 
 
The Stoves may be seen in use at RIPPON and BURTON'S 
Warehouses, Wells Street, Oxford Street. A list of prices and a number 
of references and testimonials will be sent in answer to postpaid 
application.  
 
Just how familiar the inhabitants of Hereford, Norfolk, Exeter, Stamford, 
Liverpool and Birmingham were with the climate in Madeira is 
questionable but this advert appeared extensively in their and other local 
press by the beginning of December 1840. This particular advertising 
campaign continued into the New Year.  
 
Customers of Beverley & Sons in Leeds were regaled with even higher 
"encomiums" for both versions of the stove in the Leeds press. This gave 
rise to the problem that they could not secure enough of the stoves to 
keep up with demand and had to reassure their patrons that supplies 
were expected imminently. 
 
The "Madeira" advert continued to spread across the country appearing 
in the Yorkshire and even Aberdeen press by February 1841, not 
disappearing until about a year later. 
 
Other advertisements followed and by February 1842 they boasted of 
over 5000 Vesta sales. The Chunk stove also continued to be sold. 



At a meeting of inhabitants of the South Hams to discuss the "Devonian 
Railway Question", one contributor to the debate queried whether 
passengers on this proposed new railway would have the benefit of 
Vesta stoves to warm them in winter whilst travelling over that "Siberia of 
England", namely Dartmoor (Western Times 5th November 1842). 
 
Advertising in London continued unabated until December 1843, there is 
then a break although a number of used Vesta stoves were advertised 
privately. Adverts return in December 1846 under the banner "The Most 
Approved Stoves", the numbers sold now exceeded 10000. The new 
adverts were inserted by William S Burton "late Rippon & Burton" now of 
39, Oxford Street. 

 
The Rippon & Burton partnership had been dissolved but the 
circumstances are a bit odd. The notice of the dissolution in the London 
Gazette is dated 26th February 1846 but discloses that the partnership 
was actually dissolved on 8th June 1841 although Mr Burton continued to 
trade as "Furnishing  Ironmongers" under their joint names. Whether this 
"deceit" was intended to mislead Richard and other business associates 
of the firm is not known, but the absence of any adverts for the Chunk & 
Vesta stoves for 3 years indicates that there may have been a dispute 



over the use of their Patents. However this does not appear to have 
impeded sales on the evidence of Mr Burton's first advert in his sole 
name. 
 
Mr Rippon had several other business interests including an 
auctioneers/estate agency, an involvement with a new railway company 
and a partnership in a calico printers in Oakenshaw, Lancashire. His 
original partner left the last business in 1856 and Mr Burton joined him 
instead until this firm was dissolved and finally liquidated in 1866. If 
Rippon & Burton had not actually fallen out in 1843 was it Richard who 
took action to try to prevent Burton from using the stove patents? It would 
not be surprising, he was very litigiously minded, particularly in the 
protection of his patents and resorted to the Courts on several 
occasions, although no evidence has been found of proceedings relating 
to the stoves themselves. 
 
From December 1846 Mr Burton's adverts for the Chunk and Vesta 
stoves always describe them as "separately Patented", what this infers is 
not clear. 
 
The "Most Approved" adverts appeared on a weekly basis but only in the 
London press. No adverts for the stoves appear in any local press after 
about February 1841 other than for the odd stockist (until 1842) and 
occasionally for used stoves mainly as part of household contents. Why 
this should have occurred remains a mystery. However Mr Burton 
continued to sell the stoves from his large Oxford Street emporium. Sales 
increased annually reaching 12000 by the end of 1848 and 14000 by the 
end of 1851.  

 
The "Most Approved" advertising campaign was maintained until the end 
of 1854 with a flurry of adverts in November and December, the final one 
appearing on 15th December the day before the expiry of the Patent, 
sales had reached in excess of 14500 but there was no doubt that the 
number of annual sales had fallen dramatically since 1851.  
 
The stoves attracted only a couple of adverse reports in the newspapers. 
In  1844 it was reported that a fire was caused in a furniture warehouse 
in Bungay, Norfolk when a rush mat was left close to a Vesta. It was put 
out before much damage was caused. In the other report when sued by 
Mr Burton the customer had refused to pay for an expensive Vesta that 
he described as "useless" which he blamed for the illness to a workman 
due to the fumes emitted. The complainant won but he had as a 
precaution paid £8 of the £10 claimed into Court suggesting he was not 



wholly convinced of his case. This case was reported in 1854, the stove 
must have been one of the last Vestas sold. A case of poor workmanship 
rather than design?       
 
Otherwise the press reports are very favourable, endorsements were 
given by nurserymen and many were installed in Churches. The stoves 
were stated to be particularly suited to the needs of invalids, and were 
said to be the safest on the market, not only in the Patentees' own 
adverts. Comparison is often made with Dr Arnott's stove, another 
market leader invented about the same time as the Chunk. However the 
Arnott stove, it was claimed, not only allowed noxious vapours to escape 
but it also had a propensity to explode. 
 
Yet for all their virtues Richard Prosserʼs Chunk and Vesta stove adverts 
disappeared from view after 1854 apart from a few references in the 
press to their being sold as part of household contents and to their 
warming churchgoers.  
 
It is only fair to point out that the Mechanics Magazine's enthusiasm for 
the Chunk and Vesta Stoves and its high praise of Richard Prosser may 
have been influenced by the latter's connection to its Editor as mentioned 
in an 1839 issue:- 
 
"The Editor of the Mechanics Magazine Mr Robertson will be happy to 
undertake the registration of designs for any of his readers or 
correspondents and to give them every information upon the subject 
either by letter post paid or personally at his office in London. Mr Prosser 
of No 2 Cherry street Birmingham Mr R's agent for the Midland 
manufacturing districts will also transact business upon the subject with 
those to whom the locality of his residence may be more convenient. 
Address Patent and Design Registration Office 166 Fleet Street London". 
 
Mr Robertson would also have had a vested interest if, as seems likely, 
he was acting for Richard as his Patent agent at this time. In addition to 
the Chunk and Vesta stoves Richard registered three other Patents 
between the years 1839 and 1840. 
 


