
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EARLY DAYS OF TRAIN HEATING 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sleeping car (heated by stove) New York Central Railroad 1806 
 
 
 

The text extract is from “Railways: The Pioneer Years,” 
Malcolm Fletcher & John Taylor, Studio Editions, London 1990. 

The black & white illustrations are the French magazine “La Nature” 
 
 

Early heating in passenger coaches was by portable hot water containers or “foot warmers” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Providing foot warmers 
 
 

 
 

Machine for heating feet-warmers 1885 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Coach heater 1891 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Steam-heated “thermosiphon” 1899  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

GWR notice of 1878 
 
 



 
 
 

Drawing of a 1st Class compartment for the Northern London Railway from a supplement 
 to “The Engineer” 1869 

 
The note “Foot Warmer” indicating its location is shown (in small print) 

at the bottom of the carriage door 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A heating advertisement from 1914 


