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The year 2020 has been very unusual, overshadowed by bad and sad information. The onset of the Covid-19 
virus restrictions imposed on the population caused the cancellation of our AGM, our Committee Meetings 
and visits to historic buildings. No further activities have been planned until the virus situation eases. 
 
Sad news received by the Group told of the deaths of two Members, Gary Bennett in December 2019 due to 
a road traffic accident and Geoff Brundrett in June due to ill health. Two Members whose contributions to the 
Group will be greatly missed. 
 
But a small Group Working Party has continued to function. Andrew, Neil and Geraldine have liaised with 
CIBSE HQ, kept HG members and Twitter Followers up to date with the latest news, circulated electronic 
Newsletters and updated Members on additions to our website while responding to queries on a variety of 
heritage topics. Brian and Frank have written and published four Heritage Revisited booklets with others in 
course of preparation. Brian has written six Special Newsletters (issued monthly in electronic format) as a 
tribute to the work of the NHS since its foundation in 1948, while another eight Large E-Books have been 
added to our website. 
 
The Group has received donations of technical books from three late CIBSE Members, Graham Manly, Alan 
Field and Geoff Brundrett which are now being catalogued prior to transfer to the Heritage Group Archive 
held at Cardiff University Library. Another collection donated by Ian Cook will also be added to our Archive. 
Member Mike Barber is also donating his library of books to the Group’s Archive collection in Cardiff. 
 
The Group Calendar for 2021 will be printed as usual in hard copy, the theme being historical humour and 
cartoons relating to the building services engineering industry.  
 
Edith Blennerhassett and Frank are completing a project to convert into Power Point presentations five of the 
35 mm slide HEVAC displays from the 1980s and 90s originally prepared by Neville Billington and Brian. 
 
The Group thanks Historic England for its continuing support in sponsoring the Calendar and Newsletters. 
 
It is hoped that 2021 will be a more normal year enabling the activities of the Group to 
resume as they have done for the past forty-seven years. 
 
 



REMEMBERING GEOFFREY BRUNDRETT 

 
 

Geoff receiving his CIBSE Gold Medal in October 2017 

Geoff Brundrett passed away in June after a long struggle with health issues. 

After obtaining his BEng Geoff joined Leyland Motors and then received his PhD at the University of 
Liverpool. He then joined the CEGB's Marchwood, Hampshire Laboratories and then the Electricity 
Council Research Centre at Capenhurst, Cheshire where he became the head of the Environmental 
& Building Division. A move to academia saw him back at the University of Liverpool as a visiting 
professor as well as a senior fellow at the University of Wales. 

Geoff received world recognition for his leadership in the understanding of the control of Legionella 
for which he received CIBSE's Bronze Medal in 1992. Later he was to receive both a Silver Medal in 
2004 and Gold Medal in 2017 from CIBSE for his work on behalf of the Institution and the industry 
at large. 

Geoff represented engineers on the Council for the Royal Society for the Promotion of Health 
eventually becoming its Chairman. He co-wrote ASHRAE's Humidity Control Design Guide 
and actively researched aspects of aircraft cabin environments. 

Geoff Brundrett was CIBSE President in the Institutions centennial year, 1997. It was because of his 
intervention that the CIBSE Heritage Group were able to publish and distribute a commemorative 
book, ‘The Quest for Comfort’ written by Brian Roberts, an historical review of the HEVAC industry. 
Geoff subsequently became an active member of the Heritage Group. In his introduction to The 
Quest for Comfort, he wrote "CIBSE was born with the aim of improving the comfort of mankind by 
openly discussing topics of uncertainty, by sharing professional knowledge and by spreading this 
knowledge through publications and lectures". Finally, Geoff added "It is hoped you will enjoy 
learning something of the heritage passed to today's building services engineers as they anticipate 
the challenge of the next millennium". Oh, how we could do with his likes at this troubled time! 
 
 Paul G. Yunnie, CIBSE Heritage Group. 



  ADDITIONS TO HERITAGE GROUP ARCHIVE 
 

            
 

 

                  
 

Cover detail above of four of the new Heritage Group publications published as a limited edition series 
 

                 

Above are two additions for our Cardiff Archive, while three important Collections from the estates of the late 
Graham Manly, Alan Field and Geoffrey Brundrett are being catalogued before transfer to our Cardiff Archive  



       

 
 



 
 
 



SPECIAL ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS 
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THE HERITAGE GROUP ARCHIVE AT CARDIFF 
 
In Newsletter No.42 it was reported that our Library and Archive Collection of Books and Documents 
had been donated to Cardiff University Library where it is housed in the Bute Building. A further 
donation has been made to the Group's Collection of over 100 calculating devices in use by building 
services engineers in days gone by, together with a number of DVDs and CDs on Building 
Engineering Services Societies and Companies. 
 
 

 
 
 

 


