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FRANK J DEAN Jr                                                                                               1911 - 2000 

Frank J Dean Jr. received a degree in Mechanical Engineering from Princeton and a Masters 

degree from MIT in Mechanical Engineering.  Dean conceptualized and implemented an 

overall method of designing and installing air-conditioning systems that provided a unique 

combination of low first cost and low energy cost without sacrificing high quality. His 

designs also provided for quietness, durability and low maintenance. Among his innovative 

concepts was the development of a computerized air-conditioning system simulation program 

using weather data together with detailed equipment and systems modelling. These programs 

were installed in the Kansas City Board of Trade Building in 1966 and continue to perform 

satisfactorily today.  

 Dean was one of the first installers of variable-air-volume (VAV) systems and stands out in 

perfecting the total system concept. It is estimated that nearly 70 percent of large commercial 

air-conditioning systems in the United States today use the VAV system in some form. He 

formed the Temperature Industries Corp. along with subsidiary companies, Temperature 

Engineering, Tempmaster, Viron and Wattmaster. Temperature Engineering designed, 

installed, and serviced air conditioning systems in Kansas City and Detroit. The Tempmaster 

Corp. manufactured a line of commercial VAV air distribution products and air handling 

equipment. The Viron Corp. providing management consulting services, and the Wattmaster 

Corp. manufactured building automation control systems, all as a complement to Tempmaster 

equipment. The five companies worked together to pioneer cutting edge design, 

manufacturing and energy management systems solutions for the commercial HVAC 

marketplace.  

Dean and his employees were granted more than 20 patents. Many equipment manufacturers 

in the US have successfully adopted many of the air-conditioning technologies and designs 

that he conceived and developed. Frank J Dean Jr has been inducted into the ASHRAE Hall 

of Fame 

 

(Edited extract from ASHRAE “Hall of Fame” Citation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            
 

 

 

JOHN THEOPHILUS DESAGULIERS 

1863-1744 

   

 
 

Inventor of the “Fanning Wheel” 



 
 

(Mini-biography from “The Comfort Makers,” Brian Roberts, ASHRAE, 2000) 

 

 
 

(Text from “Building Services Engineering,” Neville S Billington & Brian M Roberts, 1982) 

 



 
 

(Text from “Heat & Cold: Mastering the Great Indoors,” 

Barry Donaldson & Bernard Nagengast, ASHRAE, 1994) 



 
 

The House of Commons, c.1710 

(From “The Palace of Westminster,” Sir Robert Cooke, 1987) 

 



 

 
 

(From Chapter 8 “Smells, Bells and the Great Ventilators,” of 

“The Great Palace,” Christopher Jones, 1983)  

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

(From “The Quest for Comfort,” Brian Roberts, CIBSE. 1997) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

(From Google Books) 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

GEORGE DIXON 

1810-1882 

 

 
 

Gas Experimenter 

 

 

 

 



 
 

From “A History of Gas Lighting” (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Sir HENRY DOULTON 

1820-1897 

 

 
 

Company Founder 



 

 

 

 
 

From Bogs, Baths & Basins,” David J Eveleigh, 2002 (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

The “Unitas” All-Ceramic Wash Down Closet, 1883  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Doulton’s Improved Hooded Baths, Lambeth, London, c.1890 


