
 
 

 

HERMANN RIETSCHEL 

1847-1914 

 

 

 
 

Rietschel laid the foundation of scientific design for the 

HVAC industry which until the late 19
th

 century relied 

almost entirely on empirical methods 



 
 

(Mini-biography from “The Comfort Makers,” Brian Roberts, ASHRAE, 2000) 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

(Text extracts from “Hermann Rietschel’s Life and Achievements,” 

Klaus Usemann, ASHRAE Paper CH-95-17-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Rietschel’s textbook in German 1894 

 

 

 



 
 

Rietschel’s Handbook in French 1911 (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

The four sample illustrations below are from this book 



 
 

 
 

(Top) Types of radiators (Below) Various automatic controls 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

(Top) Various boilers (Below) A variety of fans 

 

 



 

 
 

(CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 



 
 



 
 

Rietschel at work (Building Services & Environmental Engineer, January 1979) 



 
 

Rietschel is buried in the family vault at the cemetery of Berlin-Grunewald 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

WILIAM H ROSS 

Active 1904 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1st Secretary ASRE in 1904 

 



 
 

 
 

(Mini-biography from “The Comfort Makers,” Brian Roberts, ASHRAE, 2000) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



         
 

          
 

SIR BENJAMIN THOMPSON, 

COUNT VON RUMFORD 

1753-1814 
 

 
  

Scientist, Statesman, Soldier, Spy 

He invented a kitchen range, double boiler and baking oven 

and carried out experiments on heat conservation and fuel efficiency. 

He designed a boiler and produced rules for fireplace construction 

 



 

 
 

(Mini-biography from “The Comfort Makers,” Brian Roberts, ASHRAE, 2000) 



 



 
 

(Text from “The Heatmakers No. 2,” Potterton Commercial Division) 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Birthplace of Count Rumford, Woburn, Massachusetts 



 
 

Woburn Memorial Tablet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Grant of Coat of Arms 1784 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

(CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 



 



 
 

“The Comforts of a Rumford Stove,” Cartoon by Gillray 1800 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

Rumford founded the Royal Institution 

 



 
 

Rumford’s cannon boring experiment 

 

 
 

Experiments in pneumatics at the Royal Institution, Cartoon by Gillray 

(Rumford is standing on the right) 

 



 
 

 
 

Rumford on means of increasing heat 

 
 



 
 

Rumford on means of increasing heat 

 



 

 
 

Model of a boiler designed by Rumford about 1798 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Boiler described below 

 

 



 

 
 

Extract from Rumford’s “Of the management of fire and the economy of fuel” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Extract from a Rumford letter dated 30 August 1800 

 

 

 



 
 

Rumford Statue at Woburn, Massachusetts 



 
 

The Rumford Club 

 

 



 

 
 

Biography of Rumford (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 


