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Acoustics Pioneer 



 

 

Wallace Clement Ware SABINE                                                                            1868-1919 

 

American physicist and pioneer in acoustics. Graduated Ohio University (1886). Worked at 

Harvard where he was appointed a Professor of Physics (1905). Began his acoustical studies 

(1895) when asked to investigate the excessive reverberation in a new lecture room. He even 

photographed sound waves using light refraction techniques. Sabine founded the science of 

architectural acoustics and developed methods of calculation. Boston Symphony Hall (1900) 

designed according to his principles was a great success. He measured the acoustic 

absorptivity of many materials. “He found that the duration of the reverberation multiplied by 

the total absorptivity was a constant and that this constant varied in proportion to the volume 

of the room.” Now known as Sabine’s Law, this forms the basis for the architectural design of 

“acoustically useful rooms.” 

 

 

(Mini-biography from CIBSE Heritage Group Records) 
 

 

 
 

 Symphony Hall, Boston, 1900 (Sabine) 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Sir GEORGE GILBERT SCOTT 

1811-1878 

 

 
 

Leading Victorian Architect 

 

 

 



 
 

(Min-biography from “The Comfort Makers,” Brian Roberts, ASHRAE, 2000) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Glasgow University (postcard) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

1871 (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 



 
 

(From “W W Phipson MICE: the Evolutionary Work of a Victorian Building 

Services Engineer,” J M Barber, Hon Secretary CIBSE Heritage Group) 



 

 
 

(CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 

ARTHUR SCULL 

1860-1929 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

The original premises in Milk Street, Bristol, 1881 

 

 



 

 
 

A Company History, 2000 (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

………in 1925 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

ANTHONY SCULL 

born c.1898 

 

 

 
 

Son of the Company Founder 



 
 

(Text from “A History of Drake & Scull: Past & Present,” 2000) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

(From HVCA Year Book 1948) 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Bristol Cathedral and Council House;. 

Both provided with lead roofs by Arthur Scull 

 
 

 

 
 

In 1960 Arthur Scull moved into new offices in Whitehouse Street, Bedminster, Bristol  
 


