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The Father of Air Conditioning 

ASHRAE Journal June 1969 

 

 

A detailed Carrier biography is given under Electronic Books on this web site 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

(Mini-biography from “The Comfort Makers,” Brian Roberts, ASHRAE, 2000) 

 

 

 

 
 

One of the many technical papers of Willis Carrier held in the 

CIBSE Heritage Group Collection 

 

 



 

 
 

The definitive biography by Margaret Ingels the 2
nd

 female to join ASHVE c.1921 

(CIBSE Heritage Group Collection)  



 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Example of Carrier Corporation brochures from 1921 

(CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 



 
 

(CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 

 



 

 

 
 

(From “Building Services Engineering,”  

Neville S Billington & Brian M Roberts, 1982) 



 
 

Article by the late J A E (Archie) Heard, sometime MD Carrier Engineering, UK 

and former Chairman CIBSE Heritage Group 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Brochure of 1910 (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Textbook of 1933 (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 

First published in 1914 it became known as the “Fan Engineers’ Bible” 

due to its black leather cover and gold-edged pages 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

(Text extracts from “Heat & Cold: Mastering the Great Indoors,” 

Barry Donaldson & Bernard Nagengast, ASHRAE, 1994) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From an ASHRAE Journal Supplement 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Catalogue of 1913 (CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 



 

 

 
 

(From “Proclaiming The Truth,” ASHRAE, 1995) 



 
 

“The Two Faces of Janus,” Carrier Corporation, undated 

(CIBSE Heritage Group Collection) 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Marker reads “Birthplace of Willis Haviland Carrier, 1876-1950, 

Teacher –Engineer –Man of Science –Inventor of Air Conditioning” 

(ASHRAE Journal, August 1968) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIS H CARRIER                                                                                          1876 – 1950 

Dr Carrier received a degree in mechanical engineering from Cornell University in 1901, and 

a doctorate degree from Lehigh University in 1935, and a doctor of science degree from 

Alfred University in 1942. Known widely as "The Father of Air Conditioning," he installed 

what is often claimed as the world's first scientifically designed air conditioning system in 

1902.  

In 1907, Dr Carrier and a group of his colleagues formed Carrier Air Conditioning Company 

of America as a subsidiary of Buffalo Forge Company. After the company became 

independent in 1915, he served as President until 1931, at which time he became Chairman of 

the Board.  

Dr Carrier was associated with many "firsts" during the infant stages of air conditioning, 

including the design of the centrifugal refrigeration machine. Some of his notable 

accomplishments include the Gold Achievement Medal as a member of ASME; served as 

President of ASRE and ASHVE; had many patents and authored of numerous publications; 

member of ASRE Advisory Board and edited the first publication of Refrigerating Data 

Book; published "Fan Engineering" in 1914; presented paper in 1915 to ASRE entitled 

"Centrifugal Compression as Applied to Refrigeration" which described his work leading to 

the development of centrifugal refrigeration machines; presented paper to ASME entitled 

"Rational Psychometric Formulae," which set in place the science of air conditioning; and 

received the F Paul Anderson Award in 1932. He was inducted into the National Inventors 

Hall of Fame in 1985. Dr Willis Haviland Carrier was inducted into the ASHRAE Hall of 

Fame in 1994. 

 

(Edited extract from ASHRAE “Hall of Fame” Citation) 

 

 


