
CIBSE HERITAGE GROUP TIMELINE 1973 - 2023 
Year People & Awards Events Talks - Books - Articles  Visits 

1972   ‘Seeds of an idea’ 
sown by Mike Barber and 
written to IHVE to form a 
Working Party Group to 
conserve the History of BSE 
 

 Objectives for the forming of 
a Group put forward in 
October to coincide with the 
75th anniversary of the IHVE 

  

1973   
‘Archeology of Building 
Services Working Party 
founded. 
 

Science Museum major 
contributor for the Group 

Inaugural meeting held at 
IHVE Cadogan Square 25th 
September chaired by Ken 
Dale.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

First talk given by Robbie 
Kell about the history of H&V. 

 

1974  
Steering Committee & 
Branch Liaison Committee 
established 
 

Chairman D G Lewis retires 
 
G Fuller & EW Shaw 
become members 

First meeting of Steering 
Committee held 19th April 

  

1975 
 

Archie Heard becomes 
Chairman 
 
G E Forster retires from 
Group  

First Newsletter Written 
 
  

AWP Newsletter No 1 
distributed 

 

1976 
 

 Nine Regional Archivists 
nominated 

  

1977 
 

Neville Billington joins 
group. 

Open evening held with 
Newcomen Society, 
Structural, and Civil 
Engineering Institutions 

  

1978 
 

  Talk given at Summer 
conference in Bath 
 
AWP Newsletter No 2 
Distributed 

Bristol Industrial Society &  
SS Great Britain  

1979 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 



1980 
 

 
Artifacts on display at H&V 
Exhibition in the NEC 
Birmingham 
 

Three papers given at 
Meeting in House of 
Commons. 
 
Article written in BSJ 
- Services Heritage 
 
AWG Newsletter No 4 
distributed 

 
Palace of Westminster 
House of Commons 

1981 
 

 Display of Historical 
equipment at CIBSE / 
ASHRAE London 
conference 

AWG Newsletter  No 5 
distributed 

 

1982    
AWP renamed Building 
Services Heritage Group 

 Book co-authored by Neville 
Billington & Brian Roberts 

Building Services 
Engineering ‘A Review of its 
Development’ 

 

1983 
 

Heritage Group celebrates 
10th anniversary 

   

1984   
 

Archie Heard retires and 
Brian Roberts becomes 
Chairman 

 5 papers written by Members 
for BS Journal 
 
Golden Oldies series in BSJ 
1984 - 1992 

 

1985 
 

  Technical paper given at 
CIBS summer conference 
 
HG Newsletter No 6 
distributed 

 

1986 
 

   Science Museum Stores 
Hayes 

1987 
 

Paul Yunnie joins Group The Group embarked on 
presenting a yearly series of 
Christmas Lectures * 

Travelling in Comfort * 
 
 

 

1988 
 

 Christmas Lecture Food for Thought * 
 
Article written for BSJ - 
Hubble Bubble Boil & Trouble 

Bromley-by-Bow Gas 
Museum 



1989 
 

John Barnes joins Group Christmas Lecture Under the Streets* 
 

 

 
1990 
 

 
Paul Yunnie becomes Vice-
chairman  

 
Christmas Lecture 

 
John Bull meets Uncle Sam* 

 
Electricity Museum - 
Christchurch  Hampshire 
 
Science Museum London 

1991 
 

 Christmas Lecture There’s no Business Like 
Show Business* 

Kew Bridge Steam Museum 
 
David Salomons House 
Tunbridge Wells 

1992 
 

 Christmas Lecture 
 
Archive of WWP documents 
left with CIBSE  

Carry on Engineering*   

1993  
The Group launches an 
initiative to produce a 
special publication to mark 
the Institution’s Centenary.                                   
 

  
Christmas Lecture 
 
‘A Memoir’ WWP mini-biog 
found at British Library 

 
Victorian Palace of Varieties* 

 
London Transport Museum 

1994 
 

Brian Roberts  Silver Medal Christmas Lecture The Bells Go Down – 
Firefighting through the 
Ages* 

 

1995 
 

 Christmas Lecture Are You being Served – 
Shops and Offices 

 

1996 
 

 Christmas Lecture 
 
 
CIBSE/ASHRAE Joint 
Conference in London 

Within these Walls – Prisons 
and Hospitals* 
 
‘Times Past’ a series in HAC 
 
WWP a Victorian BSE 

 

1997 CIBSE centenary 
 

 Book published to celebrate 
Institution’s 100 year 
anniversary 

The Quest for Comfort  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



1998 
 

Paul Yunnie Silver Medal 
 
Frank Ferris joins group 

Christmas Lecture Shell Centre Revisited* St George’s Hall Liverpool 
Royal Infirmary Liverpool 
 
House for the Art Lover 
Glasgow - 
Cochran Boiler Co. Annan 
 
Trowbridge Museum - 
Haden Archive Trowbridge 

1999 
 
 

 Book Published 
 
First edition of new 
Newsletter distributed. 

G N Haden & Sons Bristol 
Office 1927 – 1969 
 
Talks given to CIBSE 
Regions 
 
Talk at BSRIA International 
Ventilation conference 
Solihull 

Royal Victoria Hospital 
Belfast. 
 
Carrickfergus preserved Coal 
Gas Works  NI 

2000   
 
Proposal made to create 
the Group’s own Website. 
www.hevac-heritage.org 

 Book written for ASHRAE 
 
CIBSE/ASHRAE Joint 
Conference in Dublin 

The Comfort Makers 
 
Article written in BSJ - 
History of Water Heating 
Newsletters 2 & 3 
 
Heritage Group talk about 
Wilson Weatherly Phipson 
given at Conference in Dublin 

St Georges Hall Liverpool 
 
The Octogon - Doctor’s 
House – Liverpool 
 
Andrew Water Heaters 
Wednesbury  

2001   
 
Website uploaded to the 
Internet and goes on-line in 
November  

 
Representatives from 
BSRIA, English Heritage 
became members of the 
Group.  

 
Book published  

 
The Magic of Hot Water 
 
Newsletters 4 & 5 

John Rylands Library 
Manchester 
Science Museum Depository 
in Wroughton Wiltshire 
 
Courtauld House Eltham 
London 
Soho House - Birmingham 
Municipal Technical Institute 
and Royal Victoria Hospital 
Belfast 



2002 
 

Representatives from 
National Trust,  Science 
Museum became members 
of the Group 
 
Mike Barber  Bronze Medal 

 Talks given to CIBSE 
Regions 
 
Newsletters 6 & 7 

Return visit to Royal Victoria 
Hospital and Municipal 
Technical Institute in Belfast  

2003  HG Anniversary 
 
30th Anniversary of the 
founding of the group 
 

Representative from IGEM 
joined the Group 
 
Geoff Brundrett  
Silver Medal  
 
Richard Forster   
Bronze Medal 

Book published 
 
30th Anniversary edition of 
the Newsletter distributed 
 
Articles written for the BSJ, 
ASHRAE, HAC & NADFAS 

Building Services Heritage 
 
Talks given to CIBSE 
Regions 
 
Newsletters 8 & 9 

V&A Museum - London 
 
National Monuments Record 
Centre - Swindon 
 
National Trust London - 
English Heritage Library  
London 

2004 
 

  Book written for HVCA 100th 
anniversary 
Book published 

HVCA@100 
 
Hadens of Trowbridge 
 
Newsletters 10 & 11 

House of Lords Records 
Archive. London - 
 
Crossness Engines Pumping 
Station London - 
 
Brunel’s Engine House & 
Museum, Rotherhithe 

2005 
 

Paul Yunnie retires as Vice-
Chairman  
 
Neil Sturrock appointed 
new Vice-Chairman  
 
Frank Ferris  Bronze Medal  
 
Richard Forster SELL 
Award 

Book written for Haden 
Family 
 
5 - mini-biographies written 
for the ICE to include in 
their Dictionary of Victorian 
Engineers. 
 
Group’s first 
commemorative plaque 
awarded to St George’s Hall 
Liverpool 

The Haden Family Letters 
1810 – 1822 
 
Wilson Weatherley Phipson, 
David Boswell Reid, Angier 
March Perkins, George 
Haden, Loftus Perkins. 
 
Talks given at NT memorial 
symposium for HG Member 
Nigel Seeley 
Newsletters 12 & 13 

 
Houses of Parliament 
 
Victoria Baths Manchester 
 
Attendance at CIBSE 
Republic of Ireland Region’s 
Heritage event in Cork. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



2006 
 

John Barnes  Bronze Medal Book rewritten by Brian 
Roberts about Wilson W 
Phipson 
 
Book written by Paul Yunnie 
for Haden Australia 

Wilson Weatherley Phipson 
Victorian Engineer 
Extraordinary. 
 
Haden Australia - A History 
of Engineering Enterprise 
 
Talk given to Second 
International Conference at 
Cambridge. 
 
Newsletters 14 & 15 

Houses of Parliament 
 
Old British Library Building 
London 

2007 
 

Brian Roberts co-operates 
with H&V News Journal for 
Landmark Equipment - Hall 
of Fame display at NEC 

Hall of Fame display shown 
at NEC H&V exhibition in 
Birmingham 
 
Haden Warm Air Stove 
frontplate relocated to 
Haden in Sydney Australia 
 

Wilson Weatherley Phipson  
article about the Van Hecke 
system found in Manchester 
Free Library   
 
Newsletters 16 & 17 

CIRCA Trust Stroud Glos. 
 
St Paul’s Cathedral London 
 
Quarry Bank Mill Cheshire 

2008 
 

Neil Sturrock interviewed 
for BBC TV Programme 
about ‘The Building of 
Liverpool’  
 
Frank Ferris steps down as 
Newsletter Editor. 
Brian Roberts becomes 
next Editor 

Book written by Brian 
Roberts for English 
Heritage 
 
Mazurka Polka sheet music 
composed by W W Phipson 
obtained from Vienna. 
Music played and recorded  
to a DVD.  

Heating & Ventilation 
 
Lecture about Ventilation 
pioneer David Boswell Reed 
given to Post-graduate 
students at Milan Polytechnic 
Italy 
 
Newsletters 18 & 19 

 
National Trust HQ ‘Heelis’ 
Swindon 
 
Royal Engineers Museum 
Gillingham Kent. 
 

2009 
 

 
Neil Sturrock - Silver Medal 

Two entries written for the 
Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography 

Wilson Weatherley Phipson 
& George Haden in ODNB 
 
Newsletters 20 & 21 

Town Hall - St Georges Hall - 
Mersey Tunnel Ventilation – 
Liverpool 

2010   
Proposal to prepare a 
Heritage Group Calendar 
for 2012  
 

   
Newsletters 22 & 23 

Wiltons Music Hall - London 
 
Manchester Town Hall - 
John Rylands Library 
Manchester  



2011  
 
HG Calendar created for 
2012 to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of launch of 
Website 

Brian Roberts retires as  
outgoing Chairman. 
Neil Sturrock becomes new 
Chairman 
Geraldine O”Farrell 
becomes new Vice Chair 
 

British Library to include  
HG Website in their Web 
Archive for historical 
research 

 
Newsletters 24 & 25 
 
First Calendar distributed for 
2012 

 
 
Westminster Roman Catholic 
Cathedral London 

2012 
 
HG Calendar published to 
celebrate 40th anniversary 
 

 
Brian Roberts made 
Honorary Fellow of CIBSE  

Display of Heritage Group 
activities shown at the  
Presidential Dinner held at 
the Royal Society 

Newsletters 26 & 27 
 
Second Calendar distributed 
for 2013 

Museum of Science & 
Industry  (MOSI)   
Manchester 

2013 40th Anniversary 
Year 
 
HG Calendar published for 
2014 
 

Neil Sturrock appeared in 
Ch4 Lincoln Prison Time 
Team TV Programme  
 
Mike Barber - Silver Medal 

Celebratory dinner attended 
by Group Members in 
Dover to mark the 40th 
Anniversary year. 

Special 40th Anniversary  
Newsletter Issue No 28   

- Newsletter 29 
 

Third Calendar distributed for 
2014  

Apsley House &  
Wellington Arch  London 
 
Dover Castle & Tunnels 

2014 
HG Calendar published  
for 2015 

Frank Ferris - Silver Medal All HG correspondence files 
now stored on deposit at 
LMRO 

Newsletters 30 & 31 
 
Fourth Calendar distributed 
for 2015  

Natural History Museum 
London 

2015 
HG Calendar published 
for 2016 

 
Henrik Schoenenfeldt from 
University of Kent joins 
Group 

Talk given to Group by 
Henrick Schoenefeldt about 
the early H&V systems in 
the Houses of Parliament 
during the 1840’s & 1850’s. 
 
Talk given to East Midlands 
CIBSE Region Mike Barber 
& Frank Ferris 

Newsletters 32 & 33 
 
Fifth Calendar distributed for 
2016 
 
Short Articles about H&V 
Pioneers written for CIBSE 
Journal. 

University of Liverpool & The 
Infirmary 
 
Dublin visit to The Botanic 
Gardens, Mansion House, 
Trinity College, Kilmainham 
Gaol. 
 
Maybrey Reliance Foundry 
Belvedere London 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2016 
HG Calendar published 
for 2017  

David Drewe - Bronze 
Medal 

Presentations given by six 
of Henrik’s Post grad 
course students on their 
building research project 

Special Newsletter NL34 
prepared for G N Haden 
200th anniversary. 
Newsletters 35 & 36 
Scotland at 80 booklet 
prepared for CIBSE Scotland 
Region’s anniversary 

Royal Albert Hall  London 

2017 
HG Calendar published 
for 2018  

 HG gave presentations at 
the B2P CIBSE event in 
London Olympia  

Newsletters 37 & 38  

2018 
HG Calendar published  
for 2019  

Andrew More became new 
Chairman after Neil 
Sturrock retired 
Geraldine O’Farrell now 
Hon Sec. 

 Newsletters 39 & 40  Tredegar House Newport 
National Trust 
Old Fire Station Manchester  
Morrell Rooms Streatley 
Berks 

2019 
HG Calendar published 
for 2020  

Brian Roberts attended his 
last Committee Meeting but 
remains as Newsletter/ 
Calendar editor 

HG Archive Collection now 
deposited with Cardiff 
University Library Bute Bldg  

Newsletters 41 & 42 
10 large e-books added to 
the HG Website 

Great Light Titanic Quarter 
Belfast 

2020 Covid-19 virus 
prevented AGM & all 
Committee Meetings. 
HG Calendar published 
for 2021 
 
 

 Donations of HEVAC 
technical books for HG 
Archive Collection from 
Graham Manly, Alan Field & 
Geoff Brundrett all late 
CIBSE members    

Newsletters 43 & 44 
Special Newsletters No 1 to 6  
as tribute to NHS. 
Booklets Heritage Revisited 
Parts 1 to 9. 
The Gurney Stove & LWVC  
book by Paul Yunnie. 

 

2021 Covid-19 virus 
prevented AGM & all 
Committee Meetings. 
HG Calendar published 
for 2022 
 

Sam Johnson now acting 
as the Group archivist and 
liaising with Cardiff Uni Bute 
Library  

 Newsletters 45 & 46 Special 
125th CIBSE anniversary 
edition 
Booklets Heritage Revisited 
Parts 10 – 12 published 
Special subjects Parts 1 – 4 
on website 
Webpages on Victorian 
Engineer James Keith ICE 
added to Website   

Bristol Bridewell Building to 
view redundant ventilation 
systems & Sugg gas burner 
 
Hereford Cathedral to view 
their Gurney Stoves 

     



2022  AGM & Committee 
meeting held as a joint 
Teams & HQ event. 
HG Calendar published  
for 2023 - 50th anniversary 

Caroline Catinni – Bronze 
Medal 

Mike Barber has donated 
his extensive collection of 
books to the Heritage 
Group Archive in Cardiff 
Uni. Bute Library 

Special subjects Parts 5 – 7 
on Website 
Newsletter NL47 distributed 
NL48 on website 

Attended talk at Hereford  
Cathedral on Gurney Stoves 
 

2023   Archive Collection from  
Alan Field, Geoff Brundrett, 
Mike Barber now at Cardiff 
University Bute Library 

  

 
 


